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EUROPEAN MILLERS’ CONFERENCE 


Demands of Buenos Aires Grain Exchange Refused by National Association of British and Irish Millers 
and Leading Continental Millers as to Deficiency Allowances on Argentine Grain 


CONFERENCE of European 
millers was held in London at the 
De Keyser Royal Hotel on Thurs- 
day, Dec. 5. The meeting was 
under the auspices of the National As- 
sociation of British and Irish Millers 
for the purpose of discussing the ques- 
tion of Argentine wheat contracts, and 
was a most representative one, practical- 
ly all the leading mills in Europe, except 
those of Hungary, which do not use Ar- 
gentine wheat, being represented. 
Last October what might be termed an 
ultimatum was received from the Argen- 
tine grain shippers, which read as follows: 


“Please inform members that the fol- 
lowing shippers, Bunge & Born, Dreyfus, 
Muller, Weil, Sanday, Huni, Hardy, Gar- 
rett, Grant, Tobino, Benvenuto, will sell 
in future new-crop wheat in natural 
weight wheat pounds per bushel, only on 
the following terms: natural weight guar- 
anteed at discharge by your association, 
on Sommer & Runge scale of one litre, 
converting kilos into pounds by the actual 

“table now. in use, London Corn Trade 
Association. Allowance for any short- 
age 1144 per cent each pound or fraction 
proportional. 

“CentTRO DE CeEREALES, BuENos ArREs.” 


This announcement, which was. cabled 
to the London Corn Trade Association, 
@was issued by the Centro de Cereales 
'a(Grain Exchange) of Buenos Aires. As 
ha result of this ultimatum the Council of 
he National Association of British and 
rish Millers held numerous meetings, it 
veing finally decided to hold a conference 
vith the leading continental millers so 
hat joint action might be taken. 
On Dec. 4 the British council and the 
foreign delegates held separate meetings 
n London in order to draw up suitable 
esolutions to present to the Loridon Corn 
‘rade Association and the representa- 


tives of the Argentine grain shippers. 
The next day the British and continental 
millers met together in order to further 
discuss the subject and for the purpose 
of drawing up joint resolutions which 
would be indorsed by all present. The 
presiding officer was Sidney Humphries, 
president of the National Association of 
British and Irish Millers. 

Mr. Humphries said that the question 
which had brought them together was a 
matter of vital importance to the milling 
trade of Europe, and that no doubt the 
continental millers, like the millers of the 
United Kingdom, had been surprised at 
the manifesto issued by the Argentine 
shippers. He further said that, after 
having considered the question for the 
last six weeks, the council of the national 
association had drawn up _ resolutions 
which had been unanimously carried. He 
then proceeded to read the resolutions. 

Armand Matti, secretary of the Asso- 
ciation of German Merchant Millers, who 
had been chosen as spokesman for the 
continental millers, then addressed the 
meeting. Mr. Matti said that, after hear- 
ing the resolutions which had been adopt- 
ed by the, British millers, he was delighted 
to think that they were along the same 
lines as those drawn up by the conti- 
nental delegates at the meeting held the 
previous day. Mr. Matti then presented 
the resolutions that had been passed by 
the continental millers. 

The meeting then proceeded to draw 
up joint resolutions embodying the views 
of the British and continental millers. 
As a result the following resolutions were 
unanimously carried: 

“1, That we absolutely repudiate the 
use of so small a measure as the one litre 
scale. 

“2, That the 20 litre scale as now used 
on the Continent and exhibited at the 
London Corn Trade Room be adopted. 


“3. That the allowance of 1 per cent at 
discharge be, discontinued and the net 
weight be ascertained at point of dis- 
charge free from deductions. 

“4. That 114, per cent allowance shall 
be made for deficiency in natural weight 
up to the first 2 lbs per bu and 2% per 
cent for the third and fourth. Deficien- 
cies beyond this to be settled by arbitra- 
tion. For the Continent, where deficiency 
does not exceed 21% kilos per hectolitre, 
1 per cent for every kilo per hectolitre up 
to 2% kilos; where the deficiency ex- 
ceeds 2¥%, kilos per hectolitre but does not 
exceed five kilos, 1 per cent per kilo per 
hectolitre for the first 214, kilos and 2 per 
cent per kilo per hectolitre for every 
further kilo till 5 kilos. 
exceeds 5 kilos it has to be determined 
by arbitration. 

“5. That, in addition to the natural 
weight allowance, arbitrators shall make 
a separate allowance for inferiority in 
quality as compared with F. A. Q. stand- 
ard, always provided that such inferiority 
has not been accounted for in the natural 
weight al'owance by reason of its lower 
specific gravity. 

“6. That samples of cargoes and par- 
cels on the Continent be taken by both 
buyer and seller and handed over to an 
independent party to transmit to the 
London Corn Trade Association. 

“7, That the resolutions as passed at 
this conference be submitted by the presi- 
dent of the National Association of Brit- 
ish and Irish Millers at the conference 
this afternoon with the London corn trade 
and shippers.” 

The meeting then adjourned and the 
continental visitors were entertained at 
luncheon by the president and council of 
the National Association of British and 
Irish Millers. 

After luncheon the delegates were driv- 
en to the Merchants’ Room in The Baltic 


If the deficiency - 


Shipments 


in order to meet a committee of the Lon- 
don Corn Trade Association and the rep- 
resentatives of the leading firm of Ar- 
gentine grain shippers. Mr. Payne, the 
president of the London Corn Trade As- 
sociation, presided at the meeting. 

The chairman explained that the meet- 
ing had been held to settle two things, 
namely: the best kind of scale to be used 
for determining the weight of wheat, and 
to come to a decision as to the rate of 
allowances to be made by shippers for 
the deficiency of the specific natural 
weight of wheat delivered upon a con- 
tract. 

It has been customary to use three 
kinds of scales. The Argentine shippers 
have used the Sommer & Runge scale, 
which is known as the “Litre Scale.” In 
the United Kingdom a scale known as 
the “McGuirk Scale” is used; and on the 
Continent the “Schopper,” or “20 Litre 
Scale,” is used. 

Sidney Humphries, the president of the 
national association, said that, while the 
British millers did not like giving up the 
use of the McGuirk bushel scale, at the 
same time, in order to secure . perfect 
unanimity with the continental millers, 
they had consented to the adoption of the 
20 litre scale. 

H. W. Patrick, representing Samuel 
Sanday & Co., a Liverpool grain firm, 
next spoke in behalf of the shippers. He 
favored the use of the Sommer & Runge 
scale and thought it should be adopted 
generally, so that British and continen- 
tal contracts should be on the same terms. 

William Edgar Nicholls, managing 
director of Spillers & Bakers, Ltd., Car- 
diff, warmly condemned the ultimatum 
as sent by the Argentine shippers just 
before the commencement of a new-crop 
season. Judging from information he 
had received from Buenos Aires he very 
much doubted whether the shippers in 
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Argentina were as unanimous as the 
signers of the recent ultimatum would 
lead one to suppose, and he hoped in 
future, before making any such drastic 
changes in contract terms, buyers would 
be consulted. 

O. Hirsch, representing L. Dreyfus & 
Co., then spoke in behalf of the shippers. 
He was of the opinion that the 20 litre 
scale might be adopted in place of the 
Sommer & Runge scale, but as the reso- 
lution No. 4 he was firmly of the opinion 
that the millers. were asking too much, 
and that he would have to ask them to 
meet the shippers in a compromise as to 
the matter of allowances. In his opin- 
ion 1%, per cent per pound per bushel 
should be sufficient for the first three 
pounds, 2 per cent per pound for the 
next two pounds, and that continental 
buyers should accept the equivalents of 
these English measures. 

F, Friedeberg, representing Bunge & 
Born, and speaking as the representative 
of the Centro de Cereales of Buenos 
Aires, said he was quite willing to recom- 
mend the use of the 20 litre scale, but 
that he could not agree to the millers’ 
ideas as to allowances, as put forth in 
resolution No. 4, and he was not pre- 
pared to advise the acceptance of these 
terms. 

Piet Penn, of Rotterdam, stated that 
he thought the Centro de Cereales should 
be informed that the 20 litre scale had 
been used with the greatest satisfaction 
for the last seven years in Rotterdam. 

After considerable discussion, during 
which it was plain to see that the millers 
would not recede from their terms, the 
chairman asked those who represented 
the shippers’ interests to withdraw from 
the room so that the millers might dis- 
cuss among themselves whether they 
wished to compromise or stand by their 
original terms. This being done, the 
millers held a discussion among them- 
selves, and after giving the matter due 
consideration they unanimously decided 
to adhere to their terms, it being agreed 
that all present would refuse to buy 
Argentine wheat unless the new terms 
were included in the contract. It was 
proposed that the millers should give a 
bond of £1,000, to be forfeited should 
Argentine wheat be purchased on other 
terms than those agreed upon. 

The shipping representatives were then 
called in and were informed that the mill- 
ers had decided to adhere to their terms. 
O. Hirsch (Dreyfus & Co.) expressed his 
surprise and regret that the shippers’ 
offer had been received in such an un- 
friendly manner, but stated that he would 
not undertake to forward the present 
terms to his interests. E. Freideberg 
(Bunge & Born) also said he would re- 
fuse to forward the millers’ proposition 
to the Centro de Cereales. 

W. A. Vernon (Wm. Vernon & Sons) 
urged the shippers to concede the small 
percentage that still separated them, and 
said that in an ordinary year they would 
have nothing to fear, and even in an un- 
favorable year, provided they wished to 
do what was right, they would have noth- 
ing to lose. 

The meeting then ended without any 
definite arrangement having been arrived 
at, but it could be clearly seen that the 
millers of the United Kingdom and Con- 
tinent are determined to stand together 
in order to secure their rights. 


THOSE PRESENT 


The following representatives from the © 


various milling associations were present: 

Council of National Association of 
British and Irish Millers: Sidney Hum- 
phries (Humphries & Bobbett, Bristol) ; 
W. A. Vernon (Wm. Vernon & Sons, 
Liverpool and London); Peter Mumford 
(Peter Mumford & Sons, London); A. 
EK. Humphries (Coxes Lock Milling Co., 
Weybridge) ; George Spicer, Greenwich; 
Joseph Rank, London; W. E. Nicholls 
(Spillers & Bakers, Ltd., Cardiff); R. 
Stuart Todd; Oswald Robinson, Dept- 
ford; R. G. Taylor, London; William 
Hipwell; Wilson Marriage, Colchester; 
A. E. Healing; F. K. S. Metford; J. A. 
Shone (guest), Liverpool. 

Association of German Merchant Mill- 
ers: J. Andreae, H. Hildebrand & Séhne 
G. m. b. H., Mannheim; Carl Auer, 
Heinr. Auer, Kéln-Deutz; Achille Bau- 
mann, Illkircher Miihlenwerke, Strass- 
burg i/Els; H. Buhre, H. W. Lange & 
Co., A.-G., Altona a/E.; Mr. Bueschler, 
Pfilzische Miihlenwerke, Mannheim; Ed. 
Delius, Hansamiihle, Gercke & Deppen & 
Co., Bremen; O. Gumpert, Harburger 
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Miihlengetrieb, Hamburg; E. de Lanoix, 
George Plange, Hamburg; Hans Ley- 
sieffer, Ferd. Leysieffer & Lietzmann, 
K6ln-Deutz; Edmund Meyer, Bremer 
Rolandmiihle A.-G., Bremen; M. Oppen- 
heimer, Herrenmiihle vorm.C. Genz, A.-G., 
Heidelberg; Joseph Simons, N.. Simons, 
Neuss a/Rhein; Friedrich Werner, Wer- 
ner & Nicola, Mannheim; Armand Matti, 
secretary of the association, Charlotten- 
burg. 

Association of German Millers: Kom- 
merzienrat Paul Bauriedel, president of 
the association, Niirnberg; Adam Forster, 
Adam & Richard Forster, Furth i/Bay- 
ern; Ernst Hiieller, E. Hiieller, Hammer 
i/Bayern. 

National Association of the French 
Milling Industry: A. Dubray, honorary 
president of the association, Boissy I Ail- 
lerie; Pierre Coranille, vice-president of 
the northern section, Cambrai; M. Fau- 
roux, president of the Association for 
Grain and Flour at Toulouse; M. Fichaux, 
president of the northern section, Dun- 
kerque; Henri Latouche, miller, Vianne; 
M. Marcillac, importer, Bordeaux; M. 
Turpaud, president of the section of the 


~Haut Pays, Castets-en-Dorthe; M. Russo, 


Miller, Flers. 

General Association of the Belgian 
Millers: Henry Op de Béeck, Usines Op 
de Béeck, Malines; M. Krug, Soc. Anver- 


soise des Moulins,, Merxem-Anvers; J.’ 


Marcotty, Angleur; Henri Van Kan, 
Moulins de Deynze, Deynze; M. Van de 
Venne, Contrai et son; M. Vuyl- 
steke, representative of the mills of Brux- 
elle, Brussel. 

Dutch Association of Flour Manufac- 
turers: J. Th. Cramer, Stommelfabrik, 
formerly Nicola Koechlin & Co., Rijswijk 
Z. H; A. de Koster, de Koster & Co., 
Leiden; Piet Penn, importer, Rotterdam. 

Northern Millers’ Association: Mario 
Canevaro, Societa Esecizio Molini, Genoa; 
G. Stucky, G. Stucky, Venice. 

Svenska Qvarnindustri id Kare Foer- 
ningen, Stockholm: John Jeansson, 
Steammill Kalmar, Kalmar. 


C. F. G. Rarxes. 


THE WORLD’S WHEAT 


European Markets—Continent Buying Plate 
Wheat—Austro-Hungarian Situation Dan- 
gerous—Supply Position—Crop Prospects 

(By Our London Correspondent.) 


Lonpon, Dec. 18.—The value of wheat 
has improved somewhat, the rise being 
primarily due to advices of unsettled 
weather in Argentina, and there has been 
rather more inquiry for cargoes; but, 
taken altogether, buyers are not showing 
any great amount of interest in the situ- 
ation, consumption being low and _holi- 
days pending. 

The Continent has been a buyer of 
Plate wheat, and for the first time this 
season there has been some business in 
the London market on French account 
for superior English grades of wheat. 
Firmer Atlantic cables and a reduction 
in the quantity afloat for Europe also 
helped the market, while shippers of 
Australian new crop have shown little 
disposition to sell at current rates. Ship- 
ments to the United Kingdom, however, 
were rather heavy, and tended to keep 
buyers out of the market. 

There is still a considerable amount of 
nervousness in the European grain trade 
as a consequence of the feverish military 
preparations in Austria-Hungary, and 
the fact that the present loan to that 
country is going to cost 644 per cent is 
a disquieting feature, especially as the 
government will be authorized to allow, 
if necessary, a moratorium, by which the 
bills running will be extended and pay- 
ments postponed. This suggests very un- 
satisfactory conditions for business dur- 
ing the coming months. 

There ‘is more offering on the French 
markets, but consumers’ stocks are low, 
and the necessity for covering current 
needs keeps the tone steady. Antwerp 
reports an increase in the continental 
consumption. In Germany the official 
crop estimate was larger than expected 
and, although there is an unusually large 
proportion of unsatisfactory qualities, the 
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market is rather depressed, except for 
the finer descriptions, which are very 
firm. 

The visible supply for Europe is un- 
questionably large, but the question is 
still to the fore as to the quality of vari- 
ous crops and the proportion of suitable 
milling wheat which will be available. 
Some authorities assert that there will be 
a necessity for larger imports than was 
at first expected. Australia will be a 
liberal shipper in a few weeks, and Ar- 
gentina is said to have an exportable sur- 
plus of nearly 15,000,000 qrs, but in 
Russia there is a congestion of grain on 
the private railroads, which it will take 
some time to relieve, as there is an actual 
shortage of 26,000 cars and about 500 
locomotives. The state railways are so 
much occupied that they are unable to 
render any assistance. 

The world’s shipments are practically 
the ‘same as in the previous week, but 
about 26 per cent in excess of last year’s 
figure. The quantity afloat for Europe, 
however, shows a reduction of 200,000 
qrs on the week. At the moment, there- 
fore, there is no prospect of any notable 
decline in values and, although Russian 
and American offers are considerable, it 
is reported that good milling wheat is be- 
ing held for better prices. 

In this country, fieldwork has made 
but little progress, plowing having been 
checked by heavy rains, but the grow- 
ing wheat is very healthy and full: of 
promise. 

In France the weather is unsettled, 
with intermittent rains, and dry weather 
would be welcome, but as yet there are 
no serious complaints. The young sow- 
ings have developed well, and in the chief 
producing districts germination has been 
regular and satisfactory. 

In Germany the outlook for the grow- 
ing crop is not equal to that of last year. 
Seeding has been delayed, and the latter- 
sown is much in arrears. The official 
estimate gives a production of 4,360,624 
tons, against 4,066,335 in the previous 
season. This is a record crop, but the 
quality is materially below that of last 
year. In Italy, wheat looks well every- 
where, but in the north, growth has been 
slow owing to low temperature. Reports 
from Spain speak of rainy weather, espe- 
cially in the north, but in some places 
moisture is still needed. 

In Southern Russia the weather has 
varied from excessive rains to sharp 
frosts, and the roads are still in bad con- 
dition, which prevents country transport. 
In Roumania the weather has been pro- 
pitious for the autumn seeding, and the 
outlook is good. In Hungary agricul- 
tural operations have made good prog- 
ress, Dut the winter area will not be 
equal to that of last year. In Austria, 
however, the curtailment is small. 

In North Africa the sowings are in ex- 
cellent condition, the rains having been 
very beneficial. 

Karachi advices state that the rain up- 
country is expected to facilitate increased 
sowings, and the winter crops are now 
believed to be above the average. Fairly 
general rains have fallen in the Punjab, 
which will probably result in consider- 
able additions to the area sown with 
wheat. 

Adelaide cables that valuable rains are 
general, which will practically insure « 
good harvest. 

In Argentina the new wheat is coming 
to market, and the quality is excellent 
The weather continues somewhat unset- 
tled, especially in the Bahia Blanca dis 
tricts, but for the most part the harves 
is proceeding under favorable conditions 





Northwestern Flour Output—Exports 


The attached tables show the flour outpu 
and foreign shipments and approximate cor 
sumption of wheat by mills of Minneapo! 
and Duluth; also by 58 “outside’’ mills wit 
a daily capacity of 43,225 bbls, from Sept. 








1912, to Dec. 21, with comparisons (000s 
omitted): 
r—Output—, --Exports 
1912 1911 1912 1911 
bbls bbls bbls bbs 
Minneapolis ... 6,624 5,351 712 354 
Duluth-Superior 460 299 127 22 
58 outside mills 3,631 2,848 130 
Tetale cecvce 10,715 8,498 969 408 





1912 1911 

bus bus 

A eee 29,808 24,050 
Duluth-Superior ..........+. 2,070 1,315 
CS outeide Bittle occ ccccccase 16,339 12,81¢ 
Bete coos cvccceenerecrce 48,217 38,241 
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Ignorance of cost of produc- 
tion belongs back in the days 
when people had what-nots in 
the, parlor and a picture of a 
fish on the dining-room wall. 





LOCKING THE EMPTY STABLE 


The action of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission in vacating its order extend- 
ing the Gulf export grain rate until 
March 31 bears out the suggestion that 
the commission merely wanted to investi- 
gate at its own convenience. To that end 
it forced the discrimination against ex- 
port flour and in favor of export wheat 
for three or four-weeks after the car- 
riers were willing to abandon it. What 
it in the meantime gained through its in- 
vestigation at Chicago is not quite clear 
to millers. 

It has for weeks been known that the 
agents of the commission were gathering 
evidence upon which could be based in- 
dictments for violations of the interstate 
commerce law under this cut in export 
grain rates from the Missouri River to 
Gulf ports. The long-established rate on 
both grain and flour was 1814 cents per 
hundred pounds from Kansas City, and 
19 cents per hundred pounds from 
Omaha. Following filing of the tariff 
reducing this rate on grain and not on 
flour to 141% cents, large shipments of 
grain were made. 

Apparently the commission expected 
that much of this grain was accumulated 
at Kansas City or bought for shipment 
by exporters before the publication of 
the rate, but with the knowledge that it 
would later be put in. Should this be 
proved to be a fact, a serious infraction 
of law would probably have been accom- 


plished. It would, in fact, be nothing but 
a revival of the old-style “midnight 
tariff’ in modern and_ semi-legalized 


form. 

The Chicago examination, however, by 
no means established the truth of this 
assumption. On the contrary, important 
exporting houses denied any certain 
knowledge of the rate until after it had 
been filed with the commission and pub- 
licly announced. It was also shown that 
no large accumulations of, grain were 
made in anticipation of the cut rate. On 
the whole, the commission’s suspicions 
were shown to be little more than con- 
jecture. 

Another suggestion repeatedly made in 
connection with the commission’s order 
extending this inequitable export grain 
rate is to the effect that the commission 
nay have adopted this method of demon- 
strating to carriers that hereafter, when 
they put in a cut rate to meet a real or 
imagined adverse situation, they must well 
consider the possibility of the commission 
ordering that the reduction be made a 
permanent one. Such a purpose on the 
part of the commission would be fairly 
laudable, although there will be those 
unkind enough to suggest that the way to 
cure an evil is not to continue it in effect 
by way of object-lesson. 

The pursuance of such a course by the 
commission in this particular case would 
he equivalent to the action of a man who, 
witnessing the stealing of his neighbor's 
horse, decides to give the thief time to 
sell the horse and spend the money and 
then make it hot for him. While the 
commission is engaged in its juggling 
with investigations and _ object-lessons, 
the millers’ horse has been stolen and dis- 
posed of beyond recovery. 

Not in years has there been a more idi- 
otic rate-making business than in the case 
of this Gulf grain rate. Two Gulf sea- 
board carriers, yielding under the pres- 
sure of friendly shippers, decided to cut 
their grain rate in discrimination against 


their flour traffic. In the case of at least 
one of the roads, the fool transaction 
was on the personal initiative of its presi- 
dent. For demonstration purposes, a 
“fake” wheat shipment was made for ex- 
port via Montreal, thus enabling the Gulf 
lines to set up lakes-and-Atlantic-sea- 
board competition as an excuse for their 
action. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission 
accepted the rate and the excuse for it, 
and refused to concede any point to the 
millers who asked that the reduction be 
extended to flour. Grain traffic moved in 
heavy volume, while the export flour 
trade, crippled by the combination of 
wheat premiums created by export buy- 
ing and discriminatory rates on flour, 
dragged hopelessly, awaiting the expira- 
tion of the iniquitous wheat rate, sched- 
uled for November 30. 

When that day came around, the com- 
mission, ignoring alike the protests of 
both shippers and carriers, announced 
that the cut rate must be continued in 
effect for a further one hundred and 
twenty days, while the commission itself 
proceeded to investigate. What was ac- 
comp'ished through this investigation is 
not quite clear. So far as millers are able 
to see, the net result was an extension of 
the cut rate for a few weeks and an at- 
tendant resumption of activity by south- 
western wheat exporters. 


A WEEVILY FLOUR SEIZURE 


The Scotch flour trade is somewhat 
concerned over a recent decision of the 
Edinburgh Court of Sessions upholding 
the city’s health officers in the seizure of 
a considerable quantity of flour infested 
with weevils, even though the circum- 
stances clearly showed the flour was not 
offered for sale or, in its position when 
seized, intended for human food. The 
court’s decision held that the Scotland 
Public Health Act of 1897 authorized 
such seizure of unsound articles of human 
food regardless of whether or not .the 
articles were being offered for sale. 

The act brought into question in the 
case occurred last March, when proceed- 
ings were instituted against a quantity 
of flour stored in an Edinburgh bakery. 
The baker, having discovered that the 
flour contained weevils, had set it aside 
and contracted with a Leith concern to 
cart it away, sift it and put it into per- 
fect condition for food. A part of the 
flour, amounting to about one hundred 
and twenty sacks, had already been re- 
moved from the baker’s stores, but before 
the rest could be taken away, the Edin- 
burgh medical officer of health and the 
city veterinary took charge of the flour 
and secured the issuance of an order for 
its condemnation and destruction. 

Immediately the baker appealed to the 
Court of Sessions, asking for a vacation 
of the order of seizure and also for 
granting of damages from the officials. 
His petition was based upon a statement 
of the facts showing that the flour was 
not offered for sale, was not being used 
in the production of his bread and was 
already in process of removal with the 
purpose of ridding it of the weevils which 
constituted its only unsoundness. 

The court held that there was no vir- 
tue in any of these claims, basing its 
conclusions upon the provision of the 
public health act, which authorizes offi- 
cers to make search and seizure in “any 
premises within the district of authority, 

. to inspect and examine any article 





intended for the food of man, and sold or 
exposed for sale, or deposited in any 
place, or in course of transmission for the 
purpose of sale or of preparation for 
sale.” It held that, under this and sup- 
plementary clauses of the law, the article 
of fogd itself could be proceeded against 
and destroyed, regardless of the inten- 
tions of its owner as to its sale or dis- 
position. It is understood to be the pur- 
pose of the baker to appeal the case. 

Flour cannot be rendered absolutely 
free from danger of weevil infestation 
any more than weeds may be absolutely 
prevented from finding their way into a 
field. Unless, however, the presence of 
the weevil is very long continued or in 
very great numbers, the food value and 
the essential cleanliness of the flour itself 
is in nowise affected. Sifting, aération 
and purification of the flour restore it to 
proper condition for human food, a fact 
which has long been fully recognized 
within and without the trade. 

A widespread policy of confiscation 
and destruction of flour because of the 
practically unpreventable’ entrance of 
weevil into it long after milling would be 
equivalent to burning buildings because 
of mice in the walls. Weevils develop in 
transportation, on shipboard, in ware- 
houses and even in the housewife’s flour 
bin. Efforts to prevent their presence in 
American flour shipped abroad have been 
so largely successful that only an occa- 
sional instance is now heard of, but com- 
plete elimination will probably never be 
accomplished. 

Millers, carriers, forwarding agents 
and underwriters have co-operated to de- 
crease weevil presence in flour and with 
markedly successful results. Extension 
of the activity of health officers to in- 
clude confiscation of flour, even where 
not offered for sale, would not accelerate 
these efforts in the slightest. On the con- 
trary, such a policy would amount to 
willful destruction of food not inherently 
unsound, with no compensating benefit 
to the public health. 


THE CROOKED BROKER 


A writer signing himself Donald Wil- 
helm contributes a half-page article to a 
recent issue of the Boston Transcript, in 
which he endeavors to show that the 
crooked practices of the wholesale flour 
brokers contribute materially to the cost 
of flour to the consumer. The facts, if 
they are facts, which he recites are of 
much interest as displaying an appar- 
ently intimate knowledge of the numer- 
ous ways resorted to by thieving brokers 
to rob the miller on one hand and the 
flour buyer on the other. 

From the Northwestern Miller’s own 
knowledge, the principal indictments 
brought in the Transcript’s article are 
true. The writer, however, much over- 
states his case in that he implies that 
the majority of brokers, particularly in 
the New York market and_ including 
reputable members of the Produce Ex- 
change, are addicted to the practices. 
This, as every miller knows, is not true. 
The straight commission men are in the 
majority in every eastern market center. 
They compose the sound trade body and 
should in no way be associated with the 
pest of crooks and swindlers who pursue 
their dirty business from desk-space and 
hat-crown offices. 

Certain of the incidents related in 
the article are of general trade knowl- 
edge and have been referred to by the 
Northwestern Miller. Others are of 
lesser moment, although, as told, not less 
interesting in showing the resources in 
rascality available to the thieving broker. 
One of these, related in the Transcript 
article, follows: 

“Out from Minnesota came a car last 
year, misrouted and finally delivered in 
Hoboken instead of in the prescribed 
terminal. The buyer had to pay demur- 
rage charges amounting to $50, which, of 
course, he demanded from the _ broker. 
The broker put him off, but straightway 
submitted a claim of $50 to the mill. The 
mill paid the claim, but from day to day 
the broker put off the buyer on the plea 
that the miller, the dishonest miller, re- 
fused to settle. He did not confess that 
he was awaiting a car of clear on which 
he was anxious to make a good profit. 
When this car arrived, he went to the 
buyer with a face full of concern. He 
could get no money from the miller, he 
said, but he was willing to stand by his 
buyer. He was always willing to do that. 
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He could not afford to pay him $50 out- 
right, but he would give him a carload, 
not of clear, but of cut straight, for 
which he expected to receive $4.85, at a 
low figure of $4.75. The baker was great- 
ly pleased. With alacrity he accepted 
the offer and was satisfied. p 

“The fact of the matter was the broker 
had received the carload of clear on con- 
signment. From the miller he received a 
commission of $25. But he wasn’t satis- 
fied with deluding both the miller and the 
buyer. He turned about and submitted a 
claim of $50 to the railroad company on 
the plea that it had not notified him prop- 
erly of the arrival of the car. In view of 
the amount of business done by the broker 
the railroad assented and paid him the 
amount demanded. Thus, with one car- 
load of flour belonging to another, the 
ingenious broker made not only his $25 
commission, but also settled a debt of $50 
and procured $100 for damage, although 
no damage was incurred.” 

This story bears the stamp of truth. 
It is much too improbable to be accepted 
as fiction. Such wily manipulation could 
be possible only in an actual transaction 
where each crooked act was developed in 
turn and as the opportunity presented it- 
self. It is to be hoped that the miller 
who was thus cunningly victimized will 
recognize himself in the story and learn, 
probably for the first time, just how he 
was tricked. 

All of these crooked practices in the 
wholesale flour trade have, however, little 
to do with the price paid for flour by the 
consumer. The Transcript contributor 
falls far short of proving his case in that 
direction. As a matter of fact, it is 
probable that he merely dragged the 
charge in by the heels in order to con- 
nect his article with the “high cost of 
living” discussion, and thus make it at- 
tractive for daily newspaper consump- 
tion. 

The profits of the flour miller and of 
the wholesale broker or dealer in flour 
have trifling bearing on the cpst to the 
family. The miller is glad to get his ten 
cents a barrel and the broker makes ten 
or twenty more out of a total of six, 
seven or eight dollars a barrel, the price 
paid by consumers who buy in small 
packages in large cities. The cost of 
wheat and of transportation and the rela- 
tively large profit made by the retail 
dealer are the prime factors in fixing 
the retail selling price of flour. 

All of the crooks in all of the market 
centers working in harmony could not 
add appreciably to the cost of flour to 
consumers. Their operations are prin- 
cipally at the cost of the miller, and the 
latter has no recourse save to pocket his 
losses. The thieving and unscrupulous 
broker is a trial and a tax to the indus- 
try, but little or nothing of the loss borne 
is ever charged against the consumer of 
flour. Blind, headlong competition more 
than protects the ultimate buyer of the 
sack of flour. 


TORTOISE LAW AND THE BUSY WORM 

The miller who receives a copy of 
“Notice of Judgment No. 1768,” just is- 
sued by the Department*of Agriculture, 
and opens it in expectation of finding 
out something new about the bleached 
flour case or the department’s construc- 
tion of the word “patent” will be disap- 
pointed. The document is merely the 
vivid, pulsing history of a worm case, 
which began one bright day in Septem- 
ber, 1909, and which will not be concluded 
until some distant day when courts of 
appeal will have had their final hack at it. 

It was the seventeenth of September, 
in nineteen nine, when the United States 
attorney for the District of Columbia 
filed in the Supreme Court of said dis- 
trict his certain libel against four hun- 
dred sacks of flour, charging adulteration 
and misbranding, “in that the said prod- 
uct was infested with worms.” It was 
November 23, 1909, when the owners of 
the libeled flour filed their answer, in- 
dicating, in the formal and foggy lan- 
guage that lawyers use, that they did not 
believe a word of it. ‘ 

Two years and three months thereafter, 
“the case came on to be heard in court,” 
February 14, 1912. A _ fortnight later, 
March 1, 1912, “the court (Barnard J.) 
sustained the libel.” On March 12, a de- 
cree of forfeiture and condemnation was 
entered, but the owners of the flour and 
its attendant worms elected to pay the 
court costs, file their bond for $5,000, 
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and thereby provide for an appeal to the 
Court of Appeals of the district. 

We now pass rapidly over a period of 
_ four more months and come upon the 
picture of W. M. Hays, acting Secretary 
of Agriculture, preparing a statement of 
the case ‘for publication in a government 
bulletin. Completing his task, he notes 
the date, July 3, 1912, summons a mes- 
senger, and counts the incident closed. 
Again we run rapidly through the leaves 
of the calendar until we come to Novem- 
ber 30, 1912, upon which date Mr. Hays’s 
admirable composition is issued. Allow- 
ing for somewhat further department de- 
lay in distribution of the bulletin, we 
have the worm case brought down to 
date. 

Meanwhile, what has happened .to_ the 
original evidence, to the four hundred 
sacks of flour densely populated with the 
prolific flour worm? In the first instance, 
the evidence showed that of four sacks 
examined by the prosecutor, one con- 
tained “worms, insects and beetles” to 
the number of three thousand five hun- 
dred and twenty-five. The other three 
sacks were less thickly settled, one hav- 
ing but nineteen hundred and fifty-nine 
inhabitants, another fourteen hundred 
and forty-eight, and the third was so 
sparsely and thinly populated that the 
census disclosed but twelve hundred and 
seven worm, insect and beetle souls. 

The investigations from which these 
figures were secured were, however, made 
when the flour was merely being pio- 
neered by the advancing cohorts of worm 
civilization. Conditions of country life 
with neighbors far distant . prevailed 
throughout the worm body. The worm 
family was a cosmic integer, and for 
long periods one family would not even 
come into chance contact with another. 
Community life was unknown. They dif- 
fered among themselves in language, in- 
stitutions and laws. 

But the passing days had more than a 
mere tendency to change these conditions. 
With unlimited supplies of food and in 
the enjoyment of exceptional lodgings, 
the normal and natural fecundity of the 
worm soon began to assert itself. The 
early worms, mentioned in the prosecu- 
tor’s true bill, passed on to their reward. 
But long before that, in the manner of 
worms, they provided liberally of de- 
scendants, becoming, prior to their tak- 
ing away, parents and grandparents to a 
numerous progeny. The latter, in turn, 
did their part in insuring the future of 
the race, and then they also died and 
were eaten by a thankless generation. 
Through countless wons of worm time, 
worm children and children of worm 
children came into mature wormhood, 
wrinkled their brief span across the 
stage and entered thence into worm 
glory. 

Numberless worm fathers through an 
infinity of worm generations left rich 
heritages of worm treasure, to-wit, “all 
my right and title to the herein wormy 
flour covered in the aforesaid libel.” Who 
shall criticize, who shall censure, if in this 
rapidly growing world, now become 
densely populated, this heritage of food 
came to be looked upon as inexhaustib'e? 
In life’s stress’ there was little time for 
taking thought of the conservation of 
natural resources. Only worm sense 
guided them, and if any worm foresaw 
the ultimate disappearance of all the 
wormly wealth he had not the courage to 
turn. 

Are there any bold enough to doubt 
that the vast estate so long ago pioneered 
by the worm fathers has now been wholly 
absorbed within the worm world, leaving 
naught of the flour but, in its stead, four 
hundred densely populated sacks where- 
in, amid all the horrors of internecine 
strife, the big ones are eating the little 
ones? It is, indeed, something of a pity 
that the machinery of legal delay.is in- 
sufficient to hold the estate in libel pro- 
ceeding long enough definitely to de- 
termine if finally each sack would not be 
reduced to a single victorious and all- 
conquering worm. 

Even now an interesting question pro- 
poses itself, presents itself unsought. As, 
during the processes of the law, the flour 
retreats in quantity and the worms ad- 
vance in numbers, at what point must 
the true and legal brand refer to the 
living content while the inactive content 
hecomes the adulterant? Perhaps, indeed, 
it was to determine this very problem 
that the wheels of the department and 
of the courts moved so slowly. 
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PILLSBURY CO.’S ANNUAL 


Pillsbury-Washburn Flour Mills Co., Ltd., 
General Meeting—Suggested that American 
Company Take Over English Company 


The twenty-third annual general meet- 
ing of the Pillsbury-Washburn *Flour 
Mills Co., Ltd., of London, was held on 
Dec. 16 at Winchester House, London, 
at which Charles Lock presided. Mr. 
Lock reviewed the financial report for 
the year and the returns from the Pills- 
bury Flour Mills Co., the American com- 
the Minneapolis 
mills under lease from the English com- 
pany. Mr. Lock said that the accounts 
were this year more satisfactory, and 
the revenue from water power was 
£68,274, as against £58,000, or an in- 
crease in round figures of £10,000. The 
amount of the surplus profits was £10,- 
823, which also showed a substantial im- 
provement over the corresponding figure 
of last year. The aggregate result was 
a revenue for the year of £99,716, against 
a total revenue last year of something 
over £80,000. The result showed that the 
permanent improvements were giving re- 
sults and also that the lessees of the mills 
were working with a greater measure of 
success. Unfortunately, the drouth still 
continued in the region where their prop- 
erty was situated. If they had had the 
good fortune to get their normal water 
supply they would have had about an- 
other £10,000 of revenue. The milling 
business was undoubtedly a very valu- 
able business indeed. The output was 
being steadily increased. He referred to 
necessary expenditure in putting the 
properties into good order, and conclud- 
ed by moving the adoption of the report 
and accounts, which were published in 
detail in the issue of the Northwestern 
Miller of Dec. 18. 

After the motion had been seconded by 
Sidney Klein, Mr. Champion, one of the 
shareholders, suggested that the Ameri- 
can Pillsbury company should be ap- 
proached with a view to taking over the 
old company and giving them a certain 
amount for their preference shares, leav- 
ing the ordinary shares out of the ques- 
tion. There was no use whatever in at- 
tempting to reorganize the company by 
applying to the court, but in view of 
what they would have to pay in the fu- 
ture, he thought that if they could get a 
decent offer for their shares it would be 
the very best possible thing for them to 
do to accept it. He was not, of course, 
referring to the debentures, which were 
absolutely well secured, but the position 
with regard to the preference and ordi- 
nary shareholders was a very bad one. 
He regarded the whole position as very 
serious. 

R. M. Jones, another shareholder, said 
he quite agreed with Mr. Champion, and 
it certainly appeared to him that the po- 
sition of the company was hopeless as 
regarded the immediate future. 

The chairman, in reply, remarked that 
the directors felt great sympathy with 
the shareholders, and said that there was 
no doubt they were in a very unfortunate 
position, due to the accumulation of un- 
fortunate legacies of the past, and, as 
had been very properly pointed out, in 
no way due to the operations of the pres- 
ent board. The board was doing its very 
best under the circumstances to face the 
situation, but the time was certainly not 
ripe at the present to suggest that any- 
body should make an offer for the prop- 
erty. 

The motion was then put and carried 
unanimously. 

C. F. G. Rarxes. 

London, Dec. 18. 





Northwestern Wheat Movement 


While farmers’ deliveries in the in- 
terior of the Northwest are rather light, 
the aggregate is of pretty fair propor- 
tions. Considerable snow has fallen in 
the last two weeks and, though there is 
fair sleighing at some points, over the 
majority of the territory there is neither 
wheeling nor sleighing. This is because 
of the fact that there has been practical- 
ly no weather below zero. In the last 
few days, the temperature has been 20 to 
40 degrees above. 

The effect has been to make the snow 
on highways soft and mushy. This, mak- 
ing hauling bad, has in some degree de- 
terred farmers from making deliveries at 
country stations. Of course the holidays, 


as well as the low price, have worked to 
restrict deliveries. 
Though well-informed elevator man- 


agers look for wheat receipts at. Minne- 


apolis and Duluth to decrease, they expect 
them to average comparatively large in 
the next few months. 

In the last week elevator men have 
collected data from the railroads and 
other sources bearing upon the quantity 
of wheat in interior elevators of Minne- 
sota, North and South Dakota and Mon- 
tana. The figures arrived at would in- 
dicate a stock of 35 to 40 million bus. 
However, a prominent elevator president 
contends that country stocks do not ex- 
ceed 25 million bus. A year ago the 
stock was estimated at 20 to 25 millions. 





Chicago Wheat Market 


Curicaco, Itz, Dee. 31.—(Special Tele- 
gram)—In the cash wheat trade of Chi- 
cago choice lots are harder to buy than 
to sell. There is a good, steady demand 
from numerous points in the interior, 
where soft winter wheat millers are 
forced to restock with hard winter or low 
grades of hard spring wheat. The de- 
mand resulted the past week in sales 
ranging from 50,000 to 60,000 bus daily. 
Larger milling concerns are inclined to 
hold off on wheat purchases, expecting 
a larger movement and selling pressure 
of spring wheat in the Chicago market 
in January. 

C. H. CHatren. 





Pacific Northwest 


Porttanp, Orecon, Dec. 30.—(Special 
Telegram)—Continued good demand for 
export flour is responsible for the firm- 
ness in the wheat market. Interest now 
centers largely in blue-stem which, be- 
cause of its scarcity, is being advanced 
in price. It is not known how much is 
left, but the quantity is small and may 
not be sufficient for milling requirements 
during the remainder of season. Blue- 
stem is in strong hands and selling at 85c. 
which makes a 5c spread between it and 
club, and the spread is almost certain to 
widen. 

There was some demand for other 
wheat, particularly forty-fold, but there 
were few sellers. Forty-fold is quoted at 
81c, club at 80c and red Russian at 78c. 

Millfeed is in a weak position but there 
has been no further decline. The coarse 
grains are dull and easy. 

J. M. Lownspate. 





To Relieve Car Shortage 


The Interstate Commerce Commission, 
through Commissioner Clark, has made a 
ruling, which became effective Dec. 26, 
that will greatly relieve the present car 
situation. The ruling affects the mini- 
mum weight of cars and is published in 
supplement 9 to official classification -No. 
38. It is as follows: 

“In ordering cars for. grain, the mini- 
mum carload weight of which is given in 
this note, the shipper must order these 
cars of weight capacity equal to or in 
excess of the minimum carload weights 
prescribed. 

“Whenever practicable, cars of the 
weight equal to or in excess of the mini- 
mum carload weight prescribed will be 
furnished, and when available they must 
be used. 

“If the carrier is unable to furnish a 
car of weight capacity equal to or in ex- 
cess of the prescribed minimum carload 
weight, and a car of less capacity weight 
is available, such smaller capacity car 
will be furnished and the minimum 
weight to be charged therefore will be its 
marked capacity, but in no case less than 
40,000 Ibs.” 

The opinion is expressed that the rul- 
ing will make available for use thousands 
of small capacity cars, thus greatly facili- 
tating the movement of grain. 





Ames-Brooks Co., Duluth: Export 
business in wheat last week was very fair. 
It is largely curtailed by the lack of un- 
sold stocks at the eastern seaboard and 
by the difficulty in getting cars for rail 
shipments. Foreign requirements promise 
to increase very largely in the -next 60 
days, with little wheat in sight actually 
to supply them from America or Canada. 
There is already a shipping business in 
Manitoba, and in durum wheat for ex- 
port, which is limited only by the amount 
of grain available or by the car supply. 
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DOMESTIC TRADE SUMMARY 


Special Dispatches Covering Latest News of 
the Flour Trade at Important Points . 
in the United States and Canada 


Cuicaco, I1., Dec. 31.—(Special Tele- 
gram)—The dullness prevailing during 
the holidays is more pronounced at the 
present time than a week ago. This is 
especially noticeable in the receipts of 
flour and amount being inspected by the 
Board of Trade inspector. Values are 
steady; spring wheat patent is quoted at 
$4.20@4.35; bakers patents, $3.85@4, 
jute; southwestern, 95 per cent patents, 
$3.70@3.90; soft winter patents, $4.70@ 
4.90, jute; spring wheat bran, $21@21.50, 
prompt and January delivery. Spring 
middlings nominally same quotations. 
Winter bran, $22, January delivery. Red 
dog, $25.50 in 100-lb sacks. Wisconsin 
mills: quoting rye flour here on basis of 
$3.10@3.25, jute, for standard patent. 


C. H. CHALLEN. 


Boston, Mass., Dec. 31.—(Special Tele- 
gram)—Entire market quiet and un- 
changed. Trade only purchasing in small 
lots to meet immediate needs. Millfeed 
in fair demand, with prices steady. Re- 
ceipts of flour in Boston during 1912, 
2,010,797 bbls, compared with 1,852,145 
in 1911. 

Louis W. DePass. 


Battimore, Mp., Dec. 31.—(Special 
Telegram)—Flour is at a standstill, and 
the whole trade is resigned to the inevi- 
table until after Jan. 1, as applying to 
flour. This is the one day in the vear 
when dollars are hardly salable at 50c. 
Millfeed unchanged and neglected. 


Cuar.es H. Dorsey. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., Dec. 31.—(Special Tel- 
egram)—Holiday feeling prevailing in 
flour trade. No demand. Wheat steady. 
No. 2 red is scarce and quoted nominally 
at $1.06@1.10; No. 3 red, $1.03@1.06; 
No. 2 hard, 88@921%%c; No. 3 hard, 88c. 


Peter Der.ien. 


Kansas Crry, Mo., Dec. 31.—(Special 
Telegram)—Trade is generally quiet, but 
with fair current demand ‘from estab- 
lished customers on mill brands. Some 
mills report rather good business for 
this season of year. Prices are steady. 


R. E. Srerxine. 





Puiravevputa, Pa., Dec. 31.—(Special 
Telegram)—Flour dull and unchanged. 
Feed scarce and firm, with trade fair. 


SaMugEL S. Danie 1s. 





London Mill Failures 


A well-known London milling firm 
was obliged to call a meeting of its credi- 
tors last week, and while no actual as- 
signment in bankruptcy has been de- 
clared, the liabilities are so largely in 
excess of the assets that it is thought not 
more than 50c on the dollar will be paid. 
Many of the creditors are flour importers, 
as the firm was a large buyer of Ameri- 
can and Canadian flours, as well as doing 
a milling business. The liabilities are 
said to be around $250,000 to $300,000. 

Only a short time ago another well- 
known London milling firm was also in 
trouble and a private meeting of credi- 
tors had to be called in order to arrive at 
a settlement. The creditors in this case 
were mostly grain firms. An arrange- 
ment was arrived at whereby the mill 
could continue business, the creditor 
grain firms being willing to take their 
indebtedness in the form of debentures 
on the milling plant. 

These two mill failures, for in reality 
they may be termed such, have caused a 
good deal of uneasiness on the London 
market, but at the same time the general 
condition of milling in London must not 
be gauged by these embarrassments, as 
in the first case the loss was caused by 
the firm having dabbled in the financing 
of bakeries, and in the latter case it is 
understood that a large amount of money 
was lost through the purchase of interests 
in motor or automobile patents. As far 
as legitimate milling in London is con- 
cerned it continues to be highly profit- 
able, that is to say, judging from th: 
balance sheets of the London milling 
firms. 

C. F. G. Rarxes. 

London, Dec. 18. 
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THE MILLING-IN-TRANSIT HEARING 





Conference Committee of Millers and Manufacturers Submit Plan for Modifi- 
cation of Section 76-A of Commerce Commission’s Rules on Milling-in- 
Transit of Grain and Manufacture of Other Raw Products in 
Transit—Commissioner Clark and Railroad Representatives 
Intimate that Millers Entitled to and Will Get Relief 


Wasuineton, D. C., Dec. 31.—(Spe- 
cial Telegram)—In the course of the 
hearing on the milling-in-transit question 
on Tuesday morning, and in the midst of 
an extended technical, legal and practical 
argument by former Senator Long, of 
Kansas, Commissioner Clark, of the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission, made the 
remark that he did not believe the com- 
mission will hesitate to make such chang- 
es in its rules and regulations as may be 
required by conditions shown to exist. 


At the conclusion of Mr. Long’s argu- 
ment an important contribution to the 
question was made by Attorney C. C. 
Wright, of the Chicago & North-Western 
road, who said he spoke for the carriers 
and traffic men generally. Mr. Wright 
said that, in view of the statement made 
by Commissioner Clark, it should be 
known that the carriers, believing that 
the millers are entitled to relief, would 
join the commission in efforts to make 
rules and tariffs as well as transit circu- 
lars which would secure out-billing on 
mill tonnage of the same kind of grain 
and products. Mr. Wright said that a 
remark by Commissioner Clark indicated 
that the tariffs of the roads had been at 
fault. 

The tariffs, Mr. Wright said, had been 
made on the assumption that substitution 
was not to be permitted. It was evident 
this worked hardship and handicapped 
the millers. If the commission rule is to 
be changed to permit substitution in kind. 
it would be helpful, and the only ques- 
tion which might arise would be one of 
alleged discrimination under Section 3 of 
the law, a discrimination which, per- 
haps, would not be undue. In other 
words, Mr.. Wright favored the general 
milling-in-transit plan outlined by Judge 
S. H. Cowan, of Texas, in his argument 
on Monday. 

The hearings before the commission in 
the transit matter will continue through 
Tuesday and probably Thursday. The 
issues as.to the milling of grain have 
een practically all presented and the re- 
maining time will be given over mostly 
to the cotton, lumber, and iron and steel 
questions. 

The grain millers express confidence 
that the transit rules will be substantially 
liberalized. 


MONDAY’S PROCEEDINGS 


As a result of deliberations covering 
two days of last week, theré was present- 
ed to the commission on Monday a tenta- 
tive plan for modifying section 76-A of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission 
rules affecting the milling of grain and 
other products in transit. The. proposed 
new rule is broad in scope, intended to 
cover all kinds of raw products, includ- 
iig grain, and was the result of the work 
of a committee, appointed at a confer- 
ence of millers and manufacturers here 
on Friday last. On the special committee 
of about 18 members to look after the in- 
terests of the millers were the following: 
H. S. Helm and W. A. Gooding, Minne- 
apolis; W. L. Harvey, New Prague, 
Minn; E. J. Lachmann, Neenah, Wis; 
Frank Kell, Wichita Falls, Texas; Mark 
Mennel, Toledo, Ohio; M. H. Marshall, 
Joplin, Mo; and A. P. Husband, repre- 
senting the Millers’ National Federation, 
who acted as secretary of the conference 
and of the select committee. Former 
Senator Long, of Kansas, represented 
‘the southwestern millers, and acted as 
chairman ef the committee. 


The result of the deliberations of the 
committee, which took into account the 
desirability of all industries to have 
some basic arrangement, general in char- 
acter, to fit all conditions, was to formu~ 
late a plan for submission to the com- 
mission. It was the work of grain and 
milling interests, cotton compressors and 
manufacturers, iron and steel men and 
others, who enjoy transit accommoda- 
tions in one form or another. The sub- 
stitute for the present rule of the com- 
Mission, as submitted to the commission 
at the hearing on Monday, is as follows: 


THE COMMITTEE'S PLAN 

“Under adequate rules and regulations 
for the prevention of illegal practices, a 
shipment may be stopped in transit for 
inspection, weighing, mixing, matching, 
blending, reconsigning, sacking, shelling, 
malting, drying, cleaning, clipping, mill- 
ing, repacking, storing, sorting, compress- 
ing, concentrating, refining, dyeing, 
bleaching, fabricating, or other treatment, 
and forwarded under the application of 
the through rate from original point of 
shipment. 

“The identity of the commodity need 
not be preserved, but at the transit point 
the transit commodity and like com- 
modities may be blended, mixed, milled, 
manufactured, compressed, concentrated, 
or otherwise treated as above, and an 
equal weight of the blended, mixed, 


_milled, manufactured, compressed, con- 


centrated, or treated commodity, or any 
product thereof, less the loss in shrink- 
age, manufacture or treatment, may be 
forwarded from such transit point on 
freight bill for any like inbound com- 
modity, under the application of the 
through rate from original point of ship- 
ment. 

“It is not lawful to substitute at the 
transit point any commodity of a differ- 
ent kind from that which has moved into 
such transit point under a transit rate 
or rule; that is to say, oats or the prod- 
ucts of oats may not be substituted for 
corn, corn or the products of corn for 
wheat, nor wheat or the products of 
wheat for barley, nor shingles be substi- 
tuted for lumber, nor lumber for shin- 
gles, etc.” 

When the commission assembled for the 
hearing there were present of that body, 
Acting Chairman Clements, and commis- 
sioners Clark, McChord, Harlan and 
Meyer. Those in attendance and who 
exhibited great interest in the proceed- 
ings included the representative millers 
and manufacturers from various lines of 
industry in many parts of the country, 
and some conspicuous statesmen and 
legislators. Among the latter were sen- 
ators Nelson of Minnesota, Bristow of 
Kansas, former Governor Lind, of Min- 
nesota, and former Senator Long, of 
Kansas. 

In opening the meeting, Commissioner 
Clark stated that it was the desire of the 
commission, in inviting representatives 
of the various industries, and notably the 
millers, to come here, to have the ques- 
tion broadly inquired into as to the prac- 
tice of milling and manufacturing in 
transit under the interstate commerce 
law. 

Attorney Hillyer, an examiner of the 
commission, who acted as chairman dur- 
ing the latter part of the conference, when 
Charles T. Ballard, of Louisville, request- 
ed to be relieved of that duty as he de- 
sired to be free to participate in the de- 
liberations of the conference, stated the 
results that had been achieved through 
the conference and the committee work- 
ing thereunder. Mr. Hillyer said that 
about 60 leading representatives of in- 
dustries had attended the conference and 
had voted, with only three dissenting 
votes, that rule 76-A of the commission 
relating to milling-in-transit is not com- 
mercially workable. He said the com- 
mittee named by the conference to work 
out a substitute for presentation to the 
commission had consisted of five repre- 
sentatives from the Northwest, a like 
number from the Southwest, two from 
central freight association territory, one 
from the Southeast, and Secretary Hus- 
band, of the Millers’ National Federation, 
had acted as secretary for the committee. 

Mr. Hillyer. stated that the substitute 
for the commission transit rule had been 
adopted as a working basis for the com- 
mission to frame a workable rule, and it 
was immediately brought to the attention 
of the commission that elaborate peti- 
tions and briefs had been prepared on 
behalf of the millers from the Northwest 
and Southwest, setting forth that the 
rules and orders, thereunder by the com- 
mission had worked great.and constantly 


increasing hardships upon the millers of 
these sections. Some of the difficulties 
under which the millers of the interior 
found themselves as a result of the orders 
and rules of the commission were pointed 
out by Senator Long and ex-Governor 
Lind. . It was shown that, in respect to 
the small mills, it was impracticable to 
have daily cancellation of billing. 


WHAT THE NORTHWEST WANTS 


Mr. Lind presented the following, 
which he said had been prepared at a 
conference of millers and carriers held in 
Minneapolis Dec. 10, 1912, and presented 
to the Western Trunk Line Committee, as 
indicating what the millers of the North- 
west desire: 

“1—Transit privileges as considered 
under this proposal shall be understood 
to cover the necessities in the milling of 
wheat at interior mills within the follow- 
ing specified territory, viz., the states of 
Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Montana, Iowa, and at La Crosse, Wis. 

“2—Interior mills within the above- 
named territory may mill non-transit 
wheat or transit wheat of like kind or a 
mixture of both, and may forward on 
any inbound transit freight bills or ton- 
nage slips the products of such wheat, 
regardless of whether the said products 
are manufactured from transit or non- 
transit wheat, orf both; and, furthermore, 
the products of transit wheat may be dis- 
posed of locally or otherwise without loss 
or cancellation of the transit billing: 
provided, that the temporary borrowing 
or substitution arising thereby is proper- 
ly replaced prior to the end of the calen- 
dar year. 

*“3—Wheat may be milled and any por- 
tion of the product thereof, less the loss 
in manufacture, may be forwarded on 
transit milling without maintaining the 
proportions or ratios of the different 
products manufactured. 

“4—Excess of treusit billing over ton- 
nage on hand shall be canceled at the 
end of each calendar year, such cancella- 
tions to be verified by the carrier or 
bureau agent. 

“5—Corrections on the estimated loss 
in milling shall be made at intervals of 
not less than four times a year, quar- 
terly.” 

On behalf of the southwestern millers, 
Senator Long and Judge Cowan, of Tex- 
as, Offered the following as meeting the 
requirements of the millers of that sec- 
tion, and which was adopted on Dee. 5 at 
a conference of millers and carriers held 
in Chicago: 

“It is not practicable to preserve the 
identity of grain unloaded into transit 
houses; but the same kind of grain may 
be blended or milled and an_ equal 
amount of any product thereof, less the 
loss in manufacture, may be forwarded 
on freight bill for any inbound grain 
entering into the blend: provided, that 
the mill shall not be permitted to ship out 
via all lines, under transit, more of any 
product of such grain than can be manu- 
factured from the grain received via all 
lines, under transit. Freight bills cover- 
ing receipts by one line shall not be sur- 
rendered against shipments out over an- 
other line, except where through rates 
are in effect via transit points. 

“In the movement of grain no distinc- 
tion shall be made in the different varie- 
ties of the same kind of grain. 

“When grain or the products of grain 
are blended or the products of grain are 
manufactured from different varieties of 
the same kind of grain, freight bills for 
any one of the component parts of the 
blend will be accepted as representative 
of the out shipment. . 

“Excess of transit billing over transit 
tonnage on hand shall be canceled by 
dealer duly, such cancellation to be veri- 
fied then or subsequently by carrier or 
bureau agent.” 

In addition to these reports of the work- 
ings of the conference and committees, 
a statement was read from Charles T. 
Ballard, of Louisville, who served a short 
time in the conference but who had to 
leave to prepare for a trip abroad. Mr. 
Ballard did not go so far as to denounce 
the rule of the commission as unworkable, 
but declared it should be modified in some 
important particulars, 


CENTRAL STATES MILLERS 
Speaking for the millers of Ohio, In- 
diana and certain parts of Michigan and 
Illinois, Mark Mennel, of Toledo, spoke 
in favor of the commission ordering 
(Continued on page 38.) 
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THE ARGENTINE HARVEST 


Official Estimate of Wheat Yield 5,400,000 
Tons, Linseed 1,100,000, Maize 1,700,000— 
Quality of Yield Generally Excellent 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 27.—(Special Ca- 
ble)—The official statement estimates the 
yield of the wheat harvest at 5,400,000 
metric tons (36.74 bus to the ton); of 
linseed at 1,100,000 metric tons (40 bus to 
the ton); of maize at 1,700,000 metric 
tons. 

Threshing is progressing regularly. The 
yield is generally reported as excellent. 

Ernesto Danvers. 





New Canadian Cereal Mill 

The Yorkton Cereal Co., Ltd., has 
lately commenced operation of its new 
cereal mill at the town of Yorkton, Sask. 
This mill was built three years ago, but 
for various .reasons is only now begin- 
ning active operations. The newly organ- 
ized company has good men on its direc- 
torate, a competent manager in charge 
of the plant and capital enough for all 
purposes. J. B. Gibson is president, W. 
D. Dunlop vice-president, J. W. Ewen 
managing director and Judge Gordon 
and 'T. W. Lines directors. The daily 
capacity is 100 bbls. 

The district in which this mill is locat- 
ed is one of the best oats countries in 
western Canada and, so far as the supply 
of raw material is concerned, the pros- 
pects for success are of the best. 

A. H. Batney. 

Toronto, Ont., Dec. 30. 





THE WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT 


* Production of Flour at Milling Centers—Per- 


centages of Activity of Mills Compared 
With Maximum Output 
The attached table gives the flour output 


at milling centers for the last two weeks, 
with comparisons, in barrels: Dec. 30 Dec. 31 


Dec. 28 Dec. 21 1911 1910 
Minneapolis ...273,040 367,495 241,355 218,525 
Duluth-Superior 16,075 15;095 11,500 3,810 
Milwaukee 


- 15,490 15,995 18,395 17,000 





THAAD ov.eciccee 304,605 398,585 271,250 239,335 
49 outside mills* 127,145 ...... SESROR eR eews 

Ag’gate sprg.431,750 ...... 384,485 ...... 
St. Louis ...... 27,000 15,400 18,300 21,400 
St. Louist - 26,500 39,600 23,500 31,000 
WORRO cicscess 96,085 133,850 75,100 82,300 
Indianapolis ... 3,000 11,000 18,835 9,370 
a | 13,000 15,600 14,000 13,000 
Rochester - 11,100 11,400 11,700 10,100 
Chicago - 19,000 19,50 17,000 18,000 
Kansas City ... 31,400 41,500 13,500 31,400 
Kansas Cityt ..102,850 147,100 50,840 78,755 
Toledo ........ 24,600 27,800 19,000 14,700 
Toledof ....... 59,150 65,530 38,050 60,190 
Nashville** .... 79,680 76,110 658,580 ...... 

PERCENTAGES OF ACTIVITY 


The following table shows the percentages 
of activity of mills at various points. The 
figures represent the relation of actual week- 
ly output of flour, as reported to the North- 


western Miller, to possible output on full- 
time schedule: Dec. 30 Dee. 3) 
Dec. 28 Dec. 21 1911 1910 
Minneapolis « 50 47 44 
Duluth-Superior 45 42 32 os 
49 outside mills*.. 55 75 49 
Average spring... 52 70 47 44 
Milwaukee ....... 79 $2 40 oe 
Ge, “TsO accesses 63 36 43 48 
| ae, 44 66 40 51 
EE op eccknanie 97 97 54 oe 
Indianapolis ...... 5 51 65 85 
| Se rr 71 93 82 83 
Rochester ..c.cece 54 55 57 
CRIGGGR cscivecoce 60 60 60 60 
Kansas City ..... 40 53 20 37 
Kansas Cityt .... 57 75 39 53 
MIOG.. cesnenke ves 51 58 39 30 
WOOO. cccctaueee 44 57 46 
Nashville** ...... 58 54 “ 
Pe 54 68 53 46 
Minnesota-Dakotas 52 70 47 44 
Other states ...... 55 67 62 48 


mills out- 
capacity 


Iowa 
Duluth, 


*Minnesota, Dakota and 
side of Minneapolis and 
38,050 bbls. 

+Flour made by mills outside of St. Louis, 
but controlled in that city. 

tFlour made by group of Missouri River, 
Kansas and Oklahoma mills outside of Kan- 
sas City. 

{Flour made by central states mills, 
cluding those of Toledo. 

**Flour made by southeastern mills, in- 
cluding Nashville, 

Flour output for week ending Dec. 28 at 
all above points shows a decrease of 12 per 
cent compared with week ending Dec. 21. 


in- 





Foreign Exchange 
Foreign exchange at Minneapolis, consist- 
ing of London 60-day documentary exchange 
per pound sterling, and guilders, three days’ 
sight, was quoted as follows: 


Dee Dec 

Dbs<e0 Sicceta @4.80% 27..... $.....-@4.80% 

Se dation eas ern | FPS ° - @4.80% 

| | Pe ace'e ce QieOte OBivees esvies @4.80% 
*Holiday. 


Guilders, three days’ sight, were, ‘Dec. 390, 
quoted at 40.16. 
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Minneapous, Turspay, Dec. 31, 1912 





The Minneapolis flour output last week, 
on account of alt mulls veing closed 
Christmas Day, decreased 94,405 bbls. 
‘4wo ot the smatler mills remained closed 
ail week. ‘Lhe output (week ending Vec. 
2d) was 273,040 bvis, against 241,005 1n 
dyads; 218,525 in 1910 anu 272,960 in 1YOY. 

dhis week 21 mulls are in operation 
and tne production should show a ma- 
lerlat INciease, “AV year ago, 1t Was 2dd,- 
1yV bbls. 

‘Lhere appears to have been a marked 
faiung ou in flour sates last week with 
both wzlnneapous and interior mills. Pre- 
vious to that date, sales had averaged 
comparatively goou. ‘Lhe shrinkage tast 
week was heavy, most mills not seumg to 
exceed ov to ou per cent of their output. 
However, the surprise was that trade nad 
continued so good up to that time. 

Directions are poor to good. Some 
mills are receiving them so slowly as to 
necessitate lighter running, while others 
are getting them fast enough to run full 
capacity. 

roreign sales of flour last week, with a 
single exception, were virtually nothing. 
‘the business done consisted of isolated 
small sales. 

First clear is steady, with no change in 
quotations. However, some mills are 
anxious to sell and are meeting with a 
slow demand. 

Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for standard patents a range of $4.10 
@4.55 per 196 lbs in wood. 

Millteed seems to be steadily gaining 
strength. Bran, standard middlings and 
red dog are 50c ton higher for the week. 
With one exception, the large Minneapolis 
mills have no grade of feed to offer ex- 
cept in mixed cars for shipment before 
May. ‘The exception is a mill offering 
for March shipment. 

Demand, however, is not heavy. Buy- 
ers, as a rule, want only mixed cars and 
it is reported that fully 75 per cent of the 
current output is absorbed in filling split- 
car orders. 

Interior mills of the Northwest seem 
to be in about the same position as are 
Minneapolis mills: sold ahead or are able 
to dispose of their output locally. Bro- 
kers say that country mill offerings have 
been unusually light on this crop. 

Minneapolis mills quote bran and stand- 
ard middlings at $19@19.50 per ton, in 
100-lb sacks, f.o.b. here, flour middlings 
at $21.75@23, and red dog at $23@24, in 
140-lb. sacks. 

Of the 23 Minneapolis mills, the fol- 
lowing 21 were in operation Dec. 31: 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

Geo, C, Christian & Co.’s mill, 

National Milling Co., Dakota mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A, 
Cc, D, E, F and H mills. 

Phoenix Mill Co.’s mill. 

Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., A, B, 
Palisade and Lincoln mills. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A, B, C, D, E and 
F mills, 


Anchor, 


TRADE WITH OUTSIDE MILLS 


Three interior mills report business as 
dull last week; six that it was slow, three 
that it was fair, while one found business 
good. A few foreign inquiries now and 
then, but no sales. Millfeed in excellent 
demand at higher prices. Bran is in ex- 
ceptionally good demand. 


REPORTS OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports of 49 outside mills 
(outside of Minneapolis and Duluth), 
with a total capacity of 38,050 bbls, show 
that in the week ending Dec. 28 they 
made 127,145 bbls of flour (representing 
572,152 bus of wheat), against 113,235 
in 1911. 


MIN NEAPOLIS-DULUTH WHEAT RECEIPTS 
For the week ending Saturday, Dec. 
28, receipts of wheat were as foltows, in 
bushels (000’s omitted) : 
1912 1911 1910 1909 1908 
Minneapolis .....3,544 1,445 1,256 2,360 1,1lu1 
Vuluth - 2,098 611 366 3358 s14 





Totals ........5,937 2,056 1,622 2,688 1,415 
Duiuth, bonaed.. 96 2 1 oe woe 
gt) 6,033 2,077 1,623 


Elevator stocks at Minneapolis and 
Dututh (000's omitted) : 





1912 1911 1910 1909 1905 

Minneapolis 114,553 10,244 14,254 2,904 14,426 
DOIGth ..<0s | 5,692 7,138 4,335 1,361 5,941 
Totals ....23,445 25,382 17,619 4,265 20,367 
Dututn, b'a’d 499 119 63 204 229 


23,944 25,501 17,682 4,529 





Tetals:...63% 20,596 


CROP-YEAR RECEIPTS 


Receipts of wheat in Minneapolis and 
Duluth trom Sept. 1 to Dec. 28, were 
as follows, with comparisons in bushels 
(V0U’s omitted) : 





1912 Baas 1910 1909 

Minneapolis 67,luU 41,0u/ 35,9389 
DUPRE. 6ineescis 63,463 17,556 29,112 
Votal@ <.<-s-« 130,563 74,036 58,563 65,051 
Du:iuthn, bonded) 2,494 2,159 035 S97 
Totals ......132,957 76,195 5@,398 65,945 


THE SHORTAGE OF CARS 


There is a very serious ‘congestion of 
trattic at Minneapolis. It is not near as 
bad in the interior. ‘The worst situation 
is upon the local Great Northern tracks. 
‘This road’s tracks in Minneapolis serve 
as sort of a clearing-house in handling 
the traffic passing through the city. The 
congestion is sucn that it is very difficult 
to get wheat to or from elevators, Kven 
after the cars are loaded, there seems to 
be a lack of motive power to move wane 
out. 

‘Lhe mills, however, seem to have aad 
better than grain shippers and to have 
been able to get in wheat and ship out 
flour and feed without great difficulty. 

Shippers in Iowa and Nebraska con- 
tend that the Northwest has been fa- 
vored in the matter of car supply and 
service, and complaints have been made 
to this effect to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. ‘The need of cars in the 
Southwest for handling corn is accentu- 
ated. Railroads, therefore, are inclined 
to turn more of their equipment in the 
direction of the Southwest than they have 
recently been using in that quarter. 

With the mild weather prevailing and 
some slackening in the grain movement 
in the Northwest, it is hoped that the car 
situation may materially improve in the 
next 10 days. 


TRANSIT BUREAU PROTEST 


A vigorous protest has been made 
against the proposed abandonment of the 
Minneapolis transit bureau and the merg- 
ing of it with the Western Weighing and 
Inspection Bureau. At a meeting of the 
grain and milling committee of the traf- 
fic association, Dec. 28, resolutions were 
adopted protesting against the change, 
on the ground that the Western Weigh- 
ing and Inspection Bureau was unpre- 
pared for the work and manifestly in- 
efficient to perform it, either as prescribed 
by the Interstate Commerce Commission 
or as the needs of the various shippers 
required. 

The carriers have been asked not to 
disturb the present transit bureau as now 
organized, or until all rules pertaining 
to transit have been satisfactorily worked 
out. Failing in this, it is understood the 
traffic association will appeal to the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission to recog- 
nize the position of the Minneapolis mar- 
ket and establish uniform proportional 
rates on grain and grain products, on 
the basis of 7c per 100 lbs, Minneapolis 
to Chicago-Milwaukee, and 31%,c to Du- 
luth-Superior. 


RUSSELL-MILLER REPRESENTATIVES 

The Russell-Miller Milling Co. has 
been entertaining a considerable number 
of its outside mill-managers and flour 
salesmen. -Aside from several business 
meetings it gave them a dinner at the 
Commercial Club on Friday, and on Sat- 
urday night gave a banquet and ball at 
the Leamington Hotel, that the ladies 
might participate in the doings. 

‘those from outside who were present 


were N. A. Johnson, Valley City; J. C. 
Sanuser, Jamestown; M. F. Mulroy, 
Minot; F. E. Samson, Bismarck; C. CU. 


McLean, Mandan; Robert S. Davidson, 
Dickinson, and Leslie F. Miller, Billings, 
Mont. 

Other representatives were W. C. Kre- 


ger and V. Courtney, Michigan; George 
Wagstaff and H. G. O’Matley, Minne- 
sota; J. A. Faulkner, South Dakota; 


John Parry, Donald Hudson and §S. L. 
Foote, Wisconsin; George A. Rooth, 
Colorado; Ray Miller, Montana; James 
IF’. Huskins and C. R. Weber, North Da- 
kota; J. A. De Rolph, Pennsylvania; N. 
J. Dickson, Georgia. 
LOCAL AND PERSONAL 

The water power at Minneapolis is 
very poor and the mills are restricted in 
the use of it. 


G. M. Johnson, who has been with the’ 


mill at Crookston, Minn., is now in Min- 
neapolis seeking employment. 

This office acknowledges receipt from 
the Wisconsin Milling Co., Menomonie, 
Wis., of a fine seal leather card case. 

Friends of the Duluth Universal Mill 
Co., Du.uth, have received its useful vest 
pocket diary and memorandum book. 

A southern Minnesota mill sold a little 
over 17,000 bbls of patent flour for ex- 
port during December. In the last week 
it sold 2,500 bbls. 

Sarah Bernhardt is an attraction in 
Minneapolis this week and the Washburn- 
Crosby Co. has extended her a cordial 


‘invitation to visit its mills. 


Among those on ’change Thursday were 
William Smiley, Plymouth Milling Co., 
Le Mars, lowa; Julius Baker, head miller 


for Burke & Webster, St. Peter, Minn;. 


and I. P. Schei, head miller of the mill 
at Dundas, Minn. 

The Albert Dickinson Co. will not do 
anything towards rebuilding its burned 
elevator in Minneapolis until spring. At 
that time, it is probable that a larger 
building will be erected. Grain-drying 
machinery will be installed at once in one 
of its other warehouses at Minneapolis. 

WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


No. 2 hard Montana wheat, in Minne- 
apolis, is selling at 827%c. 

Total deliveries of wheat on December 
contracts in Minneapolis were 1,150,000 
bus. 

Choice No. 1 northern spring wheat, to 
arrive, commands a premium of 144@1'4c 
over ordinary No. 1 northern. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 1,230,000 bus of wheat. 
Receipts (less shipments) were 3,129,000 
bus, against 1,039,600 in 1911. 

Spot wheat in Great Northern and 
Northern Pacific cars at Minneapolis is 
discounted Yc per bu, because these cars 
cannot be reloaded with flour and feed 
for shipment east. 

Local elevator stocks increased 600,000 
bus for two days. This leaves stocks to- 
day (Dec. 30) about 18,453,000. The 
maximum wheat stocks in public eleva- 
tors in other years have been: 1910, 14,- 
285,000; 1909, 14,722,000; 1908, 13,914,- 
000; 1907, 13,735,000; 1906, 18,365,000. 

Average prices paid to farmers at 
country stations in the Northwest today 
(Dec. 31) were: No. 1 northern, blue- 
stem, 72c bu; No. 2 northern, blue-stem, 
69c; Nos. 1 and 2 velvet chaff brought 1@ 
1%4¢ less. Wet, no-grade wheat brings 
60@62c bu; bin-burnt, smutty no-grade 
about 52c. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 


Reuben C. Martin, a former freight 
agent of Minneapolis, died Dec. 24 after 
a long illness; age, 49 years. 

Forty-nine “outside” mills last week 
shipped 3,357 bbls flour to foreign coun- 
tries, against 2,515 in 1911. 

The congestion in the railroad yards at 
Minneapolis is said to be causing a good 
part of the countrv movement to be di- 
verted to Duluth. 
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Max P. Smith has been appointed agent 
for the Lehigh Valley road at Minne- 
apolis, to succeed the late Peter R. Jar- 
vis. Mr. Smith has been contracting 
agent here for a number of years. 

George R. Norris, for 25 years agent 
for the Traders’ Despatch, at Minne- 
apolis, has resigned. He is president of 
the Blaisdell Milling Co., of Minneapolis, 
and he plans to give his entire attention 
to this and other interests with which he 
is connected. W. E. Van Dreser, con- 
tracting agent, succeeds Mr. Norris as 
agent. 

The announcement by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission of an intention of 
requiring water carriers to make an ex- 
haustive report pertaining to their make- 
up, dealings and policy will have special 
interest for the Northwest. This is be- 
cause the carriers from which the reports 
will be asked will include carriers on the 
lakes. The commission will seek to ascer- 
tain whether there is a monopolization of 
wharves, docks and terminals at ports on 
the lakes. 

All-rail rates on flour quoted to agents 
from Minneapolis in cents per 100 lbs, 
Dec. 31, were for prompt shipment (14 
days): Aberdeen, 46.50; Amsterdam, 
47.50; Antwerp, 44.50; Belfast, 44.50; 
Bristol, 44.50; Bremen, 45.50; Baltic basis, 
49.50; Christiania, 50.50; Copenhagen, 
50.50; Cardiff, 44.50; Dublin, 45.50; Dun- 
dee, 46.50; Glasgow, 43.50; Hamburg, 
48.50; Hull, 44.00; Leith, 42.50; Liverpool, 
39.50; London, 41.50; Manchester, 39.50; 
Newcastle, 47.50; Rotterdam, 46.50; St. 
John’s, N. F., 45.00. 


CEREALS AND FEED 

Feed barley is in demand at Minne- 
apolis for export. 

Flour middlings are quiet and _ rela- 
tively weaker than are other grades of 
feed. 

Mixed feed at Boston is quoted by 
Minneapolis brokers at $26@28 ton, in 
100-Ib sacks. 

Bran, standard middlings and red dog 
at Minneapolis are 50c ton higher than 
last Tuesday. 

Screenings are in sharp demand. Good 
sales have been made in the last week for 
prompt shipment. 

Cracked corn and ground feed is in 
very light demand; quotations are 25c 
ton lower for the week. 

It is estimated that 65 to 75 per cent 
of the current output of millfeed at Min- 
neapolis is going out in mixed cars. 

Minneapolis corn stocks last week in- 
creased 49,000 bus, oats stocks decreased 
7,000 bus, barley 10,000, and rye 41,000. 


COARSE GRAIN AT MINNEAPOLIS 


The transfer situation in the railroad 
yards at Minneapolis is such as to handi- 
cap sales of coarse grain. Consequently, 
the market in some respects is dull and 
weaker. Corn is in slow demand at 41@ 
41¥,c for No. 3 yellow, and No. 3 white 
oats at 291,@29%,c. 

Barley is the only coarse grain in which 
there is any activity shown at present. 
Receipts are fairly liberal, but they are 
mostly feed and for this there is a good 
export demand. Choice malting barley is 
searce. Price range is nominal at 42@ 
60c. Good heavy Minnesota barley would 
probably bring a premium of 4@5c. 

Rye is quiet and in light demand at 53 
@57%,¢. 

FLAXSEED AND PRODUCTS 


Minneapolis oil mills report the export 
inquiry for linseed oil cake very quiet. 
Aside from the fact that arrivals on the 
Continent are heavy and that importers 
have contracts in force for future re- 
quirements, the holiday season abroad re- 
stricts the demand. Prices are steady 
around $24@24.50 per 2,000 Ibs f.o.b. 
Minneapolis. 

A sharp demand exists for linseed oil 
meal in home markets. Local mutts have 
their January and part of their February 
output sold in advance, so that offerings 
are restricted. Prices are very firm at 
$28.50 per ton, in car lots, f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis for immediate shipment, $28 for 
prompt shipment and $27.50 for January 
shipment. 

Raw oil is in light request for prompt 
shipment. Some interests are inquiring 
for future supplies, but mills prefer not 
to sell too far ahead, not knowing what 
they can sell their cake and meal at. Raw 
linseed oil in carloads is quoted at 38@ 
40c per gallon, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 
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Demand for flour was generally very 
quiet last week. The effect of the holi- 
day season was apparent and both mail 
and wire correspondence with buyers 
was slow. Sales were made only in a 
small way to established trade, largely 
in the Southwest and in middle states. 

There was very little correspondence 
with large buyers in the East and sales 
were of no moment. That trade regards 
Kansas standard patent. as worth only 
$4@4.10 jute, New York, while millers 
are asking $4.15@4.30. 

There was some cabling, but sales are 
limited to clears and are principally to 
the Continent. Cabling is rather more 
active to Holland than to any other 
country, with mills offering at 123;@13 
guilders. On United Kingdom business, 
millers are asking 25s 6d for standard 
export patent. 

Wheat prices moved within a narrow 
range on the week and flour quotations 
are generally unchanged. Millers are 
not pressing offerings particularly but 
enough of them are quoting very low 
prices to cause considerable complaint on 
this score, especially in middle states. 

Feed continues an active market at 
well-maintained prices. 

KANSAS CITY OUTPUT 

The output of Kansas City mills for 
the week was 31,400 bbls, representing 40 
per cent of capacity, compared with 
41,500 bbls, or 53 per cent, the week 
previous, 13,500, or 20 per cent, a year 
ago, and 30,400, or 37 per cent, two years 
ago. ; 

THE WEATHER AND THE WHEAT 

Fair weather prevailed generally over 
this territory last week save in extreme 
western and southwestern districts, where 
there was fair precipitation in the form 
of snow. The growing wheat perfectly 
inaintains its satisfactory condition. 

SOUTHWESTERN MILLS 

Reports of 44 mills in the Southwest 
outside of Kansas City, with a weekly 
capacity of 181.230 bbls, ghow a flour 
outturn for last week of 102,850 bbls, 
representing 57 per cent of capacity. 
The week previous, mills with a weekly 
capacity of 195,660 bbls turned out 147,- 
100, or 75 per cent of capacity. A year 
ago, mills with a weekly capacity of 129,- 
300 bbls turned out 50,840, or 39 per cent 
of capacity. Two years avo, mills with a 
weekly capacity of 150,000 bbls turned 
out 78,754, or 53 per cent of capacity. 

Export shipments by reporting mills 
were 5,097 bbls last week, 8,701 the week 
previous, 3,057 a year ago and 5,107 two 
years ago. 

Out of 44 mills reporting, 6 report do- 
mestie business good, 10 report fair, 16 
slow and dull and 4 poor. All but one 
or two mills report foreign business dull. 

NOTES 
. E. Smith, sales-manager of the Wil- 
lia amson Milling Co., Clay Center, Kan- 
Sas, was in town Friday on his way home 
from a holiday visit in Illinois. 

Word received from Theodore F. Is- 
mert, of the Ismert-Hincke Milling Co., 
Kansas City, who is on a brief visit to 
Europe, is to the effect that he will 
arrive home about Jan. 15. 

T. Morgan Bowen, sales-manager of 
the Duluth. -Superior Milling Co., Duluth, 
Minn., is spending a few days in Kansas 
City on his way home from a visit over 
the Christmas holiday at St. Louis. 

H. G. Wilson, commissioner of the 
Kansas City Transportation Bureau, left 
Saturday night for Washington, where 


he will represent the interests of millers 
on the Missouri River at the transit hear- 
ing this week. 


The regular semiannual meeting of di- 
rectors of the Kansas Flour Mills Co. 
was held at the. company’s legal head- 
quarters at Wichita, Kansas, last Satur- 
day. The usual semiannual dividend was 
declared. Other business considered was 
also of routine character. 


WICHITA 


The holidays afford a different excuse 
for quiet flour trade; about the only 
welcome change in the situation. New 
business is confined almost entirely to 
scattered sales to regular trade in the 
southwestern states, with perhaps more 
than the usual volume of orders from 
the soft winter wheat states and the 
Southeast. 

Old orders, which have kept some of 
the local mills on full time schedule for 
the past few weeks, are becoming well 
cleaned up, and a reduction in running 
time will soon be necessary, unless im- 
proved business arrives with the new 
year. 

The demand for feed continues good, 
despite the abundance of corn, oats, Kafir 
and forage. Mills are usually able to 
dispose of their offal in straight and 
mixed car-lot orders for shipment to in- 
terior points at a premium over eastern 
bids, which range close to 90c per 100 
Ibs, basis Missouri River delivery. 

Offerings of wheat on the local Board 
of Trade continue moderate and meet 
with a good demand, shippers, exporters 
and mill representatives all being in the 
market every day. No. 2 hard wheat sold 
at 86c, Missouri River basis, at the close 
of last week. 


THE STANDING WHEAT 

Only favorable reports are heard re- 
garding the growing wheat. The Texas 
Panhandle and western Oklahoma, where 
about the only complaints of a lack of 
moisture originated, received several 
inches of snow last week. Clear, mild 
weather continues in Wichita territory 
and every acre of wheat presents a green, 
thrifty appearance. Grain dealers from 
western Kansas who were in Wichita 
during the past week state that farmers 
are still seeding wheat where they were 
delayed because of the horse disease 
last summer and fall. Since winter 
wheat, sown in early spring frequently 
makes as good yields as that sown in the 
fall in the western counties of the state, 
the fields now being seeded will no doubt 
prove a factor when next year’s crop 
statistics are compiled. 


EXPANDING KAFIR MOVEMENT 


A material increase in the offerings of 
Kafir was evident during the past week. 
While very little moved through Wichita, 
local grain firms report liberal purchases 
from interior dealers. Most of the pur- 
chases were booked at as high as 85c per 
100 lbs, basis Missouri River, although 
some of the larger buyers dropped the 
price 1@2c at the close of last week. 
There is much dissatisfaction among 
growers over the prices obtained for this 
crop, and it is evident that interior deal- 
ers are buying with a very wide margin, 
after their unfortunate experiences with 
“hot” Kafir last season. At many points 
the farmer receives only 50c per 100 lbs, 
and only those who are compelled to do 
so will sell at this price. 


GRAIN MAN DISAPPEARS 


The affairs of L. H. Harrod, who has 
been conducting a grain business at 
Wichita during the past few months un- 
der the firm name of Harrod & Co., were 
the cause of comment on the Wichita 
Board of Trade last week. Mr. Harrod 
left Wichita Dec. 23, stating that he 
would return from a business trip in 
southwestern Kansas in two or three 


days, but nothing has been heard from 
him since that time. Several claims have 
been filed by other grain firms with 
whom Harrod & Co. had unfilled con- 
tracts for the delivery of grain, but 
otherwise it is claimed that Mr. Harrod’s 
affairs were not in a serious condition. 

Mr. Harrod came to Wichita about 
two years ago and entered the grain 
business with J. R. Harold, under the 
name of the Harold-Harrod Grain Co. 
Later he withdrew from the firm, which 
was continued by J. R. Harold as the 
J.R. Harold Grain Co. Then Mr. Harrod 
started in business as Harrod & Co. J. 
R. Harold or the J. R. Harold Grain Co. 
are in no way connected with the firm of 
Harrod & Co. 


OKLAHOMA 


A very dull flour market marks the 
close of the week. Many of the mills 
are down and those running are doing 
so on storage basis. A number of flour 
salesmen who live in Oklahoma City re- 
port that they will not go out until the 
week of Jan. 6, as it is useless to try to 
interest merchants at this time. The 
market price of hard wheat patents re- 
mains steady at $4.20 per bbl in quarter- 
barrel cotton, and of mill-run bran at 
$1.10@1.15 in mixed cars with flour. 


WHEAT SUPPLY 

A difference of opinion prevails in the 
amount of wheat shipped out, and, pos- 
sibly due to the car shortage, it will be 
difficult to get a correct figure. As near 
as can be judged, however, from an av- 
erage of all opinions, 60 per cent has 
moved from first hands, and of this 20 
per cent is in the hands of the millers. 
About 40 per cent remains on the farms 
and in small country elevators. Millers 
as a rule have begun to pick up the home 
wheat, the adoption Dec. 30 of the state 
commission milling-in-transit rules mak- 
ing it an attractive article for state flour 
business. This fact accounts for the 
fancy price of 76@77c, track Oklahoma 
points. 

FEED SUPPLY 

Farmers have rejoiced in the open and 
dry winter to put away safely enormous 
quantities of feed, although it has been 
a little hard on growing crops to go so 
long without water. Water holes are 
drying up and cattle men fear for their 
stock, but there is plenty of moisture for 
wheat, which continues to show a 100 per 
cent quality. 

The bran market has not been af- 
fected, as most millers thought it would 
be, by the unusual amount of feed put 
away this year on the farms, and bran 
has advanced 10c per 100 Ibs in the last 
10 days. 


EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY LEGISLATION 


The State Manufacturers’ Association 
met in Oklahoma City a short time ago, 
and appointed a committee to introduce 
an employers’ liability law, in accord- 
ance with an address of the state labor 
department. This means state insurance 
of employees, premiums to be paid by 
both employer and employee, and the 
committee from the millers’ association is 
acting with the other committee and ask- 
ing the passage of this form of the law. 
The Oklahoma legislature meets Jan. 6. 
The millers will also ask an amendment 
to the feed tax law, and to the bulk sales 
law, the latter to be made uniform with 
that adopted by the National Association 
of Credit Men. 


Fort William and Port Arthur Stocks 


The following figures show stocks of grain 
in store at above points for week ending 
Dec, 27 in bus (000’s omitted): 
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ROCHESTER 


The flour output of the Rochester mills 
last week was 11,100 bbls, of which 8,900 
were spring wheat flour. This represent- 
ed 54.per cent of capacity, compared with 
11,400 bbls, or 55 per cent, the previous 
week, and 11,700, or 57 per cent, a year 
ago. 

The closing days of the year found 
business in the flour trade at a stand- 
still. Few new orders were received and 
shipping directions showed a further fall- 
ing off, with the result that mills made 
less flour than in previous week. 

Prices were firmly held during the past 
week, millers trying to get $5 per bbl 
for the best spring patents in Boston, 
but buyers in that market did not offer 
more than $4.90, and some of them would 
not bid over $4.75@4.80 per bbl. The 
demand for clears was practically as 
limited as for patents, and millers said 
it was difficult to sell the best spring 
clears for more than $4.35 per bbl, Bos- 
ton, although some were held at $4.50. 

None of the eastern buyers seemed to 
want winter wheat flour and the mills 
here put in a dull week. Outside of the 
local trade there was nothing doing. 
Sales of winter straights in the Roches- 
ter market were made at $5.25 per bbl, 
but eastern buyers would not offer more 
than $5, which was considered too low by 
mills here. Light receipts of winter 
wheat from upstate points and a limited 
supply of winter flour keep the market 
firm, and mills have only a limited sup- 
ply to offer New York or other eastern 
buyers. 

There was a moderate demand for rye 
flour, and sales were made at $3.90@4 
per bbl f.o.b. this station. Shipping di- 
rections continued scarce. No improve- 
ment is expected until after the holidays. 
Graham flour was quiet at recent prices. 

Slightly higher prices were obtained 
for both spring bran and middlings, deal- 
ers reporting a good demand for mill- 
feed. Sales of bran were made in the 
Boston market on a basis of $25 per ton, 
while middlings commanded $26.50@27. 
The lowest prices quoted by any of the 
mills here were $24.40 for bran and $26 
for middlings. Rve feed sold fairly well 
at $23 per ton. Mills have onlv limited 
supplies of feed on hand. 


ANNUAL MARKET REVIEW 

While the 1912 flour market was not 
what might be termed an active one, most 
of the Rochester mills enjoyed a fairly 
good business during the year just closed. 
Prices covered a wide range, especially 
on spring patents. Starting at about 
$5.90 in January, spring patents ad- 
vanced gradually reaching their highest 
in May and June, when they sold for 
$6.25 per bbl in the Boston market. In 
the latter part of June old flour started 
to decline, spring patents selling at $5.80 
in August, when new patents were of- 
fered at $5.40 per bbl, Boston. Prices 
of new spring patents gradually eased 
off until they struck $4.80@$4.90 a week 
ago. 

Spring bran sold last January at $28.50 
in Boston, while middlings brought $30.50 
per ton in New England. The high point 
was reached in February, when bran sold 
at $31.50 and middlings at $33.50 per ton 


in Boston. The market gradually de- 
clined until bran sold in December at 
$23.50 and middlings $26 per ton in 
Boston. 
NOTES 
The tone of the hay market continues 


firm, timothy selling at $15@19 per ton. 

Millers bid $1.05 for winter wheat, but 
growers did not bring in much the past 
week. 

The growing crops are now well cov- 
ered by snow, and no damage has been 
done by recent cold weather. 

Buckwheat has advanced to $1.55 per 
100 lbs, compared with $1.30 at the be- 
ginning of the season. Buckwheat flour 
is also firmer and in better demand. 

R. J. Arxins. 

Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 30. 

United States Oats Crop 


Final estimates of the oats crop of the 
United States by Department of Agriculture 
by years (000’s omitted): 


Year— Bus Year— Bus Year— Bus 
1912...1,418,337 1906...964,905 1901. .736,800 
1911... 922,298 1905...953,200 1900. .809,100 
1910...1,186,341 1904...894,600 1899..796,200 
1909...1,007,129 1903...784,100 1898. .698,800 
1908... 807,156 1902...877,800 1897. .730,900 
1907... 754,443 


Figures revised to accord with census, 
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Practically no change was noticed last 
week in the flour situation as viewed by the 
millers, brokers and millers’ agents. The 
same can be said of values. There is no 
lack of orders on the books of the Chi- 
cago mills, but there has been a scarcity 
of shipping directions for the past two 
or three weeks. It is doubtful whether 
the Chicago jobbers of flour and those 
who carry stocks of any importance have 
found their supplies as small at this sea- 
son of the year for some time. This is 
due to their firm stand in buying only for 
requirements since the new crop. 

The only feature of any importance is 
the strength shown in millfeed and firm- 
ness in values. The Chicago mills are not 
offering for prompt delivery, but when 
forced to do so are offering mixed car 
lots at a premium over deferred ship- 
ment. ‘Travelling salesmen and_ those 
familiar with the trade in Illinois and 
near-by territory say that sales are con- 
fined largely to flour coming from the 
Northwest. 

The trade here continues bearish, yet 
the indications point strongly to better 
business shortly after New Year’s. 
This assertion is based on the light stocks 
of flour, not only with the jobbers and 
middlemen, but with the merchants and 
cracker manufacturers. While soft wheat 
flour is scarce and high in price, the 
cracker manufacturers in the central 
states are not burdened with heavy sup- 
plies. 

There is a little export being moved, 
some to Cuba and some to Newfoundland, 
mainly of winter grades. 


THE YEAR IN MILLING 


The Chicago mills, now only two, broke 
all records in their output of flour for 
the 12 months ending Dec. 31. The out- 
put for 1912 was, in round figures, 1,108,- 
000 bbls; 1911, 1,087,000; 1910, 1,090,000; 
1909, 1,058,000; 1908, 850,000; 1907, 
1,000,000. 

During the 12 months just ended, there 
were no decided features in milling with 
the exception of the extremely strong 
values of millfeed. During the last three 
months, millfeeds ranged from $4 to 5 
per ton over a year ago. 

The local flour trade suffered some- 
what owing to severe losses among a cer- 
tain class of bakers in Chicago. There 
were more losses charged off to bad ac- 
counts during the year than during any 
previous 12 months. 

Flour values were steady during the 
first of the year, until along in April, 
especially on spring patent quotations of 
the Chicago mills. From Jan. 1 until 
about April 15 there was not to exceed 
20c per bbl variation in spring patents, 
the year opening with the city mills quot- 
ing top patents at $4.70@4.90, jute, and 
in April, $4.85@5, aay From the last- 
named date until July 15 spring patents 
were quoted at $5@5.10. The year closed 
with the lowest quotations, patents being 
offered at $4@4.20, jute. 

Winter patents ranged high all through 
the year, and during a greater part of 
the period were scarce. The year opened 
with southern and local mills quoting 
$4.10@4.30, jute. The May quotations 
were the highest for the 12 months, when 
$5.20@5.50 was asked. The year closed 
with top grades offered at $4.75@5, jute. 

For 95 per cent hard winter patents 
the lowest quotations have been named 
since Dec. 1, namely, $3.80@4, jute. The 
high range was along in May, when mills 
were asking $4.85@5.10, jute. 


There was a gradual and almost steady- 


decline in the values of rye flour. The 
year opened with white patent quoted at 





$4.50@4.60, and closed at $3@3.10, jute. 

The highest quotation on spring bran 
was in November, when some mills were 
asking $29@29.50. The lowest quotations 
were in September and October, when 
$20 per ton in 100-lb sacks was asked. 
Winter bran ruled the latter part of the 
year at $29.50@30. 


THE FLOUR OUTPUT 


The flour output of the Chicago mills 
for the week ending Dec. 28 was esti- 
mated at 19,000 bbls, or 60 per cent, 
compared with 19,500 the previous week, 
or 60 per cent, 19,000, or 60 per cent, in 
1911, 18,500, or 60 per cent, in 1910, and 
18,500, or 60 per cent, in 1909. 

NOTES 

George W. Preston, of the Alma 
(Mich.) Roller Mill Co., was in Chicago 
during the Christmas holidays, returning 
to his duties Wednesday night. 

B. Frank Howard, chief of the Daily 
Trade Bulletin staff, celebrated his gold- 
en wedding: the past week and his old- 
time friends in the trade did not forget 
congratulations. 

The cash wheat demand at Chicago 
late in the week was limited to 25,000 to 
45,000 bus daily. The demand is mostly 
for hard winter and low grades of spring 
wheat to supply mills in the soft winter 
wheat states. 

Henry A. Rumsey, W. L. Gregson, 
Adolph Kempner, Charles Sincere ‘and 
W. J. Nye, all active members of the 
grain and provision trades, have been 
nominated by petitions as candidates for 
directors of the Exchange for the coming 
year for the three-year term. 

Saturday morning several Chicago 
grain houses had Duluth advices stating 
that practically all the wheat held at 
Buffalo not owned by mills has been sold 
for export. Inquiries made at Buffalo 
by Chicago wire houses claim that the 
Duluth statement applies only to Mani- 
toba wheat. 

A travelling salesman, who is well 
versed in conditions of trade in Illinois 
and near-by states, in commenting on 
conditions last week stated that the trade 
of Illinois is drummed harder right now 
than ever before. He made the asser- 
tion that any one of the larger mills of 
Minneapolis could practically supply the 
population of Illinois without a barrel of 
flour being offered by outside mills. 

It failed to stiffen the Chicago wheat 
bulls very much to learn at the end of 
the week that large sales of wheat were 
made for eastern shipment at spring 
wheat centers. The blockade in the rail- 
road yards is so bad that the grain can- 
not possibly be moved out at this time. 
Leading elevator concerns in the Chicago 
trade savy that the purchases of north- 
western wheat are likely to continue. 

At the close of the week, opposition to 
the candidacy of Edward Andrew for 
president of the Chicago Board of Trade 
began to center around Joseph Griffin as 
an opposing candidate. Mr. Griffin was 
for years the representative of the big 
glucose interests on the Board of Trade. 
He has served a term in the directorate. 
Those who are putting his name forward 
believe he has popularity enough to make 
a good fight. 

After the close of business, Friday, tue 


- two important standing committees. of 


the Chicago Board of Trade were an- 


nounced by a special committee appoint-. 


ed for the purpose. The result of the 
committee’s selections is as follows: arbi- 
tration, Joseph R. Begg, Charles T. Hul- 
burd, Royal C. Bell, Robert L. Scoles 
and Kenneth P. Edwards; committee on 
appeals, E. F. Chapin, Louis C. Brosseau, 
Henry H. Newell. Fredrick F. Brecken- 
ridge and Ashley O. Jones. 

Frank M. Bunch, president of the Chi- 
cago Board of Trade, is ex-official chair- 


man of the special committee, which is 
pe the report on the proposed new 

Exchange building. Mr. Bunch states 
that every member of the committee is in 
accord with the plans worked out, but 
there will be no official action taken until 
after the annual election early in Janu- 
ary. There is no disposition to push the 
building project until financial conditions 
are a little easier than at present. 


It is a little surprising how much wheat 
is being sold in northwestern markets 
for shipment to Chicago. During the 
past week additional cargoes of Duluth 
No. 1 northern wheat, aggregating 1,000,- 
000 bus, were purchased in Duluth by 
two leading Chicago cash houses for lake 
shipment at opening of navigation. The 
price is 1%4c under Chicago May price, 
delivered at the docks here. At the same 
time,‘ sales of about 500,000 bus Minne- 
apolis wheat were made for Chicago ship- 

ment all-rail. 


At a regularly called caucus early 
last week, Edward Andrew was nomi- 
nated for president of the Chicago Board 
of Trade for 1913. He is the head of an 
active grain-handling house, and for this 
reason. it was feared he might not re- 
ceive the support of a large element in 
the speculative trade. On this subject 
Mr. Andrew said: “Criticisms have been 
made that I do not properly estimate the 
importance of the speculative side of the 
trade. The fact is, in my opinion, specu- 
lation on our Exchange is as important 
and necessary as the cash grain business. 
We could not have the present cash grain 
market without the pits. The trade de- 
mands that we get together on better 
terms of understanding with each other 
than ever before.” 


Under the revised rules of procedure 
in Chicago Board of Trade politics the 
candidates for directors for terms of three 
years must be nominated by petition. 
Up to the close of last week only three 
names were supported by signatures of 
members. The backwardness of mem- 
bers in seeking these positions was ex- 
plained, by one who was approached with 
a request that he become a candidate, as 
follows: “I cannot afford to be a director. 
It méans loss of much time in by busi- 
ness. It means all kinds of abuse if 
official acts do not meet the approval of 
members who will take no responsibility 
themselves. As a rule, very little thanks 
goes with the job. Each year finds it 
more difficult to get the best talent in 
the trade to accept nominations for the 
directorate.” 





MILWAUKEE 


The flour market has been rather quiet. 
Prospects are good for good business in 
January and all the mills are in shape 
to turn out considerable flour when the 
demand comes, as they have been laying 
in good stocks of choice milling wheat. 
Shipping directions have come in mod- 
erately well on patent and a satisfactory 
amount of flour was loaded out. Most of 
the mills had flour on their books that 
was sold to be shipped out before the 
close of the year. Choice city brands of 
hard spring wheat patent was held on the 
basis of $4.45@4.65 in wood. 

Clear flour was in good demand at 
satisfactory prices. Quotations were 
made at $3.85@3.90 for fancy. The do- 
mestic trade took care of the output, 
foreigners being out of the market. 

Kansas straights were quiet, quotations 
ranging $3.90@3.95 in cotton. Bakers 
bought sparingly, having supplies to last 
for some time. 


Rye flour quiet at unchanged prices. 


Standard city blended brands were quot- 
ed on basis of $3.60@3.70 in wood, with 
country blends offered at $3.10 for dark 
and $3.25@3.30 for white in sacks; pure 
quoted at $3.80, jute. Business slow 
with the East and Southwest, and state 
and local trade moderate. Millers ground 
just ‘enough to meet requirements. The 
local flour business was quiet, most of 
the bakers being supplied and will not 
buy until the new year. Some of the 
large bakeries are supplied until the mid- 
dle of January. 

The millfeed market was strong and 
higher, some grades showing an advance 
of 50c for the week. Trade was good 
and millers and shippers were able to 
place considerable. There was a good 
demand from the East and middle states 
and dealers who have been out of the 
market for some time made purchases. 
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Both shippers and millers look for a 
good demand during January at higher 
prices. Some were able to sell January 
feed at a premium and there were good 
sales made for February shipment. Re- 
ceipts from northwestern country mills 
fell off and practically nothing was re- 
ceived from the Southwest. Transit feed 
was in excellent demand and stocks are 
about used up. Shippers say they were 
able to obtain a good premium for any- 
thing east of Buffalo. Light feeds were 
in best demand, but middlings improved. 
Hominy feed -was in better demand and 
considerable was taken for export. The 
demand was good in mixed cars with 
flour, and premiums were paid for small 
lots. Most of the feed is in shippers’ 
hands, millers having sold ahead. 

The state trade in millfeed was excel- 
lent, both in straight and mixed cars with 
flour; country ‘dealers bought liberally, 
as stocks are low. All look for excellent 
demand during January, and anything in 
the feed line brought good prices. Bran 
was in best demand and sold for a pre- 
mium of 25c over middlings. Screenings 
of the best grades were salable, while a 
short time ago they were hard to dis- 
pose of. 

Milling wheat was again in excellent 
demand, both spot and to arrive. Re- 
ceipts were fair. Shippers report good 
trade with cotintry millers on choice 
spring and winter. Top price paid for 
choice No. 1 northern was 90c. 

Car receipts of grain for the week were 
148 wheat, 571 corn, 201 oats, 379 barley, 
84 rye and 6 flaxseed. 


FLOUR OUTPUT 

The flour production of the Milwaukee 
mills, with a capacity of 19,500 bbls, was 
15,492 bbls last week, representing 79 per 
cent of capacity. The previous week, 
mills. with a capacity of 19,500 bbls 
turned out 15,995, or 82 per cent. A year 
ago, mills with a capacity of 45,000 bbls 
turned out 18,296, or 40 per cent. 


NOTES 

James R. Gregg and George L. Brand, 
salesmen for J. B. A. Kern & Sons, are 
home for the holidays. 

A. H. Bahr, superintendent of the At- 
las Mills, Milwaukee, and wife, left for 
Buffalo last week to spend the holidays. 

O. W. Everets, manager of the Elmira 
office, and E. P. Mitchell, representative 
of the Ohio territory for Bernhard Stern 
& Sons, were in the city last week. 

P. P. Donahue: and W. A. Hottensen 
were appointed delegates of the Mil- 
waukee Chamber of Commerce to the 
convention of the Council of North 
American Grain Exchanges in Chicago, 
Jan. 16-17. 

An amendment to the rules of the 
Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce was 
voted on last week and carried, to read 
as follows: “No. 2 rye shall be dry, sound 
and contain not more than 1 per cent of 
other grain or foreign matter, and weigh 
not less than 54 Ibs- to the measured 
bushel.” Another amendment was carried 
providing for the delivery of public ware- 
house receipts of other regularly organ- 
ized exchanges, when specified and ap- 
proved by the directors. 

H. N. Wison. 

Milwaukee, Wis., Dec. 30. 





To Regulate Car Supply 

In passing on the distribution of coal 
cars to miners, the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, in the case of the Illinois 
Central, has established a precedent 
which it is expected to follow in easing 
the grain car shortage. 

The commission holds that on a. day 
when a mine at a junction point orders 
no cars from another road it shall have 
its full rating on the Illinois Central; 
that when it orders from one other road 
it shall have 75 per cent of its full rating, 
and if it orders from two roads it shall 
have 50 per cent of its rating on the IIli- 
nois Central. 





Northwestern Flaxseed Crop 
The attached table shows the final esti- 
mate of the Department of Agriculture of 
the acreage and yield of flaxseed in the 
Northwest in 1912, with comparisons (000's 
omitted): 
ec 1912——, 











Total 1911 1910 1909 

Acres bus bus bus bus 

Minnesota. . 404 4,121 3,200 2,828 3,277 
N. Dakota... 1,246 12,086 9,120 4,021 10,246 
S. Dakota... 619 5,323 $8,217 2,850 4,760 
Totals ... 2,269 21,530 15,537 9,699 18,283 
Montana.... 460 5,520 3,272 2,100 447 
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Holiday dullness prevaiied in the flour 
trade last week, with no change in prices. 
Domestic sales were very small and only 
where flour was urgently needed. Mills 
were firm in asking prices. Large local 
consumers were not at all interested in 
making purchases. 

Very little business was done for ex- 
port, and bids from the United Kingdom 
were out of line with millers’ ideas. Some 
little lots were sold to Latin-American 
ports. 

Cash wheat was unchanged last week. 
No. 2 red winter continued to be very 
scarce. Near-by millers were the princi- 
pal buyers. 

Millfeed prices advanced during the 
week and the demand was good. Mills 
were not offering freely, especially for 
deferred shipment. This was no doubt 
due to sales of flour being light, and mills 
were not willing to take any ‘chance of 
selling feed for future shipment without 
having flour orders so they would be 
protected. 


THE GROWING WHEAT 
Reports from Missouri and _ Illinois 
state that rain is needed in some sec- 


lions; otherwise the growing 
everything that could be desired. 


crop. is 


FLOUR OUTPUT 


The flour output for the St. Louis mills 
for the week ending Dec. 28 was 27,000 
bbls, representing 63 per cent of capac- 
ity, compared with 15,400, or 36 per ceni, 
the previous week, 18,300, or 43 per cent, 
a year ago, and 21,400, or 48 per cent, in 
1910. Outside mills the product of which 
is sold from St. Louis made 26,500 bbls 
of flour, representing 44 per -cent of ca- 
pacity, compared with 39,600, or 66 per 
cent, the previous week, 23,500, or 40 per 
cent, a year ago, and 30,000, or 51 per 
cent, in 1910. 


ST. LOUIS MILLERS’ CLUB DINNER 


Che St. Louis Millers’ Club held its 
eleventh annual Christmas dinner at the 
Mereantile Club, Dec. 23. . About 80 
guests were present. The ladies partook 
ot the festivities. John L. Messmore, 
first vice-president of the St. Louis .Mer- 
chants’ Exchange, was toastmaster and 
the Millers’ Club Quartette did its part 
of the entertaining. : 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS MILLERS’ ASSOCIATION 


The mid-winter meeting of the South- 
ern Illinois Millers’ Association was held 
at Columbia, Mo., Dec. 27. It was one 
of the largest gatherings held by them. 
\bout 80 were in attendance. 

\. J. Meek, of Marissa, Ill., who has 
heen president for the last 27 years, in 
his remarks spoke of the work that had 
been done by: the association. Secretary 
Joshua Griggs, of Sparta, reported that 
the membership had increased and that 
his weekly letters sent out to members 
had been very effective. W. C. Bartholo- 
mew, of St. Louis, spoke on traffic mat- 
ters. Millers had the pleasant surprise 
of heing entertained by Mr. and Mrs. 
F. E. Schoening. 


MERCHANTS EXCHANGE CAUCUS 


The “regulars” of the Merchants’ Ex- 
change, at a meeting Dec. 27, nominated 
John L, Messmore, first vice-president, as 
a candidate for president at the election 
Jan. 8. Marshall Hall, second vice-presi- 
dent, was nominated for first vice-presi- 
dent, and Roger P. Annan, Jr. was 
nominated for second vice-president. 

Directors nominated are Christian Ber- 
net, present head of the Exchange; 


Charles L. Niemier, Cary H. Bacon, Wal- 
ter H: Toberman and Claude A. Morton. 
Five members were chosen to select a 
committee of 12 on appeals and a com- 
mittee of 10 on arbitration, as follows: 
Edward M. Flesh, J. J. P. Langton, 
Fred C. Orthwein, F. B. Chamberlain 
and Henry C. Schultz. 

Otto L. Teichmann presided at the 
caucus and Wilbur B. Christian acted as 
secretary. The “regulars” were success- 
ful in electing their slate a year ago, 
beating the “insurgents” after one of the 
most exciting campaigns ever waged on 
change. The “insurgents” will probably 
meet soon and nominate their ticket. 


NOTES 


T. Morgan Bowen, assistant manager 
of the Duluth-Superior Milling Co., Du- 
luth, Minn., was a visitor on ’change last 
week, 

The Russell-Miller Milling Co., Minne- 
apolis, has taken out corporation papers 
in the state of Missouri to comply with 
the state law. 

The following have applied for mem- 
bership to the St. Louis Merchants’ Ex- 
change: J. Herman Belz, of J. H. Belz 
& Co; J. H. Wright, Jr., of the Nebraska 
Grain Co., Omaha, Neb. 

A. G. Neuling, secretary of the Ellis- 
wood (Ill.) Milling Co., was on ’change 
last week. Mr. Neuling stated that farm- 
ers’ deliveries of wheat were exceptional- 
ly light in his territory. 

Among the visitors on ’change last 
week were George Ziebold, Waterloo 
(1ll.) Milling Co; L. S. Ponder, Steele- 
ville (Ill) Milling Co; A. J. Koenigs- 
mark, Koenigsmark Mill Co., Waterloo, 


The Southern Grain Elevator, of East 


St. Louis, Ill., burned by fire last week. — 


The damage was fully covered by insur- 
ance. The elevator had a capacity of 
1,000,000 bus, but had not been used for 
some time. 

Hugh Harris, sales-manager of the 
Hannibal (Mo.) Milling Co., was in the 
city last week calling on the trade. Mr. 
Harris said business was very dull and 
soft winter wheat in his district was get- 
ting to be very scarce, reserves in farm- 
ers’ hands evidently being very small. 





NEW ORLEANS 


The demand for flour was good in 
spots, but sales show small owing to the 
holidays. Some business that was hang- 
ing fire on last Saturday’s close was put 
through, but buyers in most cases refuse 
to pay the advance asked by mills. The 
strong upward tendency of wheat values 
resulted in mills advancing their limits 
5c per bbl on the close. 

Kansas mills had a fair inquiry from 
this market and did quite a nice business 
for January shipment, but failed to in- 
terest buyers in February and March 
shipment. Sales put through were made 
on a quotation that ranged around $4.05 
@4.15 per bbl for patent in 98-lb cotton 
sacks. A few mills displayed a willing- 
ness to cut values slightly to get orders 
for prompt shipment, but the trade seems 
to be carrying large stocks and was not 
interested. Clears were quoted at $3.40 
@345 in jute, but found no market. 
Kansas 95 per cent straights sold” at 
$3.70@3.85 per bbl. 

Trade in hard spring wheat flours was 
quiet, with quotations showing but slight 
change, although mills were less inclined 
to shade values. The few orders placed 
were put through on a basis of $4.30@ 
4.35 per bbl for high patent with favor- 
able reputation, December-January ship- 
ment. 

Soft winter wheat flours were in fair 
demand in a jobbing way. Mills were 
asking $4.95@5 for high patents in the 
early part of the week, but a few shaded 


these values 5@10c per bbl on the close 
to get something moving. ‘There was 
some inquiry for extra fancy at $4.40@ 
4.45 per bbl, but mills’ values were 5@10c 
per bbl above offers. 

Spot quotations show an advance of 5c 
per bbl. Stocks of flour continue large, 
with movement light. Quotations follow, 
basis 98-lb cotton or 140-Ilb jute bags: 
hard spring wheat patents, $4.35@4.55; 
straights, $4.20@4.35; clears, none of- 


fered. Hard winter wheat patents, $4.15 
@4.30; straights, $3.95@4.10; clears, 


$3.55@3.60. Soft winter wheat patents, 
$4.85@4.90; straights, $4.65@4.75; extra 
fancy, $4.45@4.50; clears, $4.30@4.35. 

Bran took a jump of 4@6c per 100 Ibs 
last week. Soft winter wheat mills were 
holding values firm at the advance and 
were getting $1.15@1.17 for bran in 100- 
Ib burlaps. Demand was fair in spots, 
with purchasing confined to soft winter 
bran, although Kansas and Oklahoma 
hard winter bran was offered at a price 
that was 3@5c under mills’ quotations 
from Illinois and Missouri. Spot values 
now range as follows: soft winter bran, 
$1.15@1.18; hard winter wheat bran, 
$1.15@1.16; shorts, $1.27@1.32. 

Corn prices remain unchanged at val- 
ues around 5214,@53c for No. 2 yellow or 
white, five days’ shipment from Illinois 
points. Export business seems out of the 
question, although steamship agents re- 
duced ocean freight rates fully 25 per 
cent to start business moving, but Euro- 
pean buyers seem to be out of the market. 
A fair inquiry was had from Cuba for 
yellow, with a few sales made to Mexico 
of white. 

Oat quotations took a spurt, and the 
market closed showing a gain of 2@3c 
per bu. Prices on Saturday’s close ranged 
around 39@3914%c for No. 2 white, 3734, 
@38c for No. 3 white and 37@371'4c for 
No. 3 mixed. Demand was light. 

Wheat quotations were irregular. The 
only offerings made came from Omaha, 
and their quotation on No. 2 hard winter 
ranged around 96@97c for January load- 
ing. Export business light. 

Exports of grain and grain products: 
Hamburg, 938 sacks rice bran, 336 sacks 
rice polish; Havre, 128,000 bus wheat; 
Havana, 754 sacks flour, 250 sacks bran, 
1,250 sacks oats, 2,500 sacks corn; Ant- 
werp, 190,000 bus wheat, 750 sacks brew- 
ers’ grain. 

Exports of cottonseed and linseed prod- 
ucts: Esbjerg, 2,728 sacks cake; Aalborg, 
7,595 sacks cake; Havre, 964 sacks cake; 
Antwerp, 4,482 sacks meal; Liverpool, 
1,120 sacks meal; Havre, 3,509 sacks lin- 
seed cake. 

H. T. Lawrert, Jr. 

New Orleans, La., Dec. 30. 


HEAD OF THE LAKES 


Duluth-Superior flour mills are experi- 
encing the light demand for flour usual 
at this time of year. Trade is very quiet 
and. little new business was done in the 
last week. Buyers apparently have tem- 
porary needs well covered, and are hold- 
ing off. One mill made a good-sized 
sale Saturday to a buyer from the middle 
states; negotiations had been going on 
for some time. Most sales are of scat- 
tered car lots. Prices are firm and un- 
changed from a week ago. 

Importers, while making no bids that 
can be accepted, make considerable in- 
quiry. 

Durum 
steady. 

Duluth-Superior mills last week made 
16,075 bbls of flour, or 45 per cent of 
capacity, against 15,095, or 42 per cent, 
in the previous week, and 11,500, or 32 
per cent, a year ago. 

Millfeed market is quiet, with little 
new business doing. One mill is offer- 
ing, but the other is sold ahead and out 
of the market. 


wheat flour is dull though 


NOTES 

Harry T. Swart, Winnipeg, has been 
visiting Duluth. 

No. 1 durum wheat on Saturday sold 
at the close at 2%,c higher than No. 1 
northern. 

No. 2 hard Montana wheat sells at 
No. 1 northern price, and 3%4c¢ under 
May spring. 

Tonnage for wheat is being offered at 
2c bu, Duluth to Buffalo, but no charters 
are being made. 

A cargo of 250,000 bus of wheat was 
sold last week for Chicago- er Buffalo 


export trade, 
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destination, at the opening of lake navi- 
gation. 


Wheat afloat in the Duluth harbor now 


aggregates 1,891,772 bus and flaxseed 
397,265. More is loading; weather con- 


ditions are favorable. 


All-rail shipments of grain from Du- 
luth might be considerable if cars could 
be procured, but very few are available. 
Millers are able to get cars as they need 
them, but are not taking very many. 

The receipts of all grain for the cal- 
endar year will run above the 100,000,000 
mark, which is a record amount. These 
figures do not include the Canadian move- 
ment, which was about 20,000,000 bus. 


Bonded wheat prices in Duluth, Satur- 
day (duty unpaid), were: No. 1, 82c bu; 
No. 2, 79c; No. 3, 76c; No. 3 barley, 44c; 
No. 4 barley, 41c; No. 1 northwestern 
flaxseed, $1.04; No. 3 Canadian west- 
ern oats, 2914¢c. 

The discount for cash wheat is widen- 
ing, due to the plenitude of supplies. 
Cash No. 1 northern has dropped 14¢ to 
3%c under May. No. 1 durum is un- 
changed at 3c under May. No. 1 flaxseed 
is off 1%4¢ to 3c under May. Oats, rye 
and barley are unchanged. 

I. G. Cartson. 

Duluth, Minn., Dec. 30. 





NEW FREIGHT RATES 


New Flour and Grain Tariffs Filed With the 
Interstate C ce C issi 





Wasuinoton, D. C., Dec. 30.—In the 
list of new tariffs filed with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission during the past 
week, affecting transportation of grain 
and grain products in the domestic and 
appeared the following 
changes in rates, with the effective dates 
and rates, in carloads, per 100 lbs, unless 
otherwise stated: 

Chicago & Alton, Jan. 23, grain products, 


from Lockport, Peoria and Pekin, IIL, -to 
Ashland, Superior, Wis., Duluth, New Du- 
luth, and Stillwater, Minfi., 18c, 


Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, state Jan. 
2, interstate Jan. 25, starch, from Cedar 
Rapids, lowa, to Sioux Falls, S. D., 18.5e. 

Chicago, Terre Haute & Southeastern, 
state Dec, 29, interstate Jan. 22, corn cobs 
and elevator chaff, to Terre Haute, Ind., 
from Bedford, Blackhawk, 6c; Blanford, 4c; 
Coxton, Elnora, Ind., 6c; Humrick and 
Quaker, Ill., 4c. 

Frisco, Jan. 20, 
and Kansas City, 
linseed meal 


between Victory, 
Mo: wheat, 25%c; 
%c; flaxseed, millet seed, 
hemp seed, 33%c; broom corn, 47¢; between 
Victory, Okla., and Atchison, Leavenworth, 
Kansas, and St. Joseph, Mo., “wheat, 25%c; 
corn, linseed meal, 23c; flaxseed, millet seed, 
hemp seed, 334%c; broom corn, 47c. 
Illinois Central, Jan. 25, malt, from Sioux 
Falls, S. D., to Sioux City, Iowa, ce. 
Illinois Traction System, Jan, 20, 
buckwheat, corn, Kafir corn, milo maize, 
oats, rye, spelt and wheat, to Chicago, II1., 
also to Danville, Ill. (when destined beyond 
to eastern points), from Barco, Stallings, 
Edwardsville, Worden, Benld, IIl., 7c. 
Kansas City, Mexico & Orient, Jan, 25, 
between Chicago, Ill, and rate points, and 
Clinton, Okla., corn and linseed meal, 28c. 
Missouri, Kansas & Texas, Feb. 9, from 
St. Louis, Mo., Alton and East St. Louis, 


Okla., 
corn, 












barley, 





Ill., to Oaktaha, Okla., wheat 18%c, corn 
17 %ec. . 
Missouri & North Arkansas, Jan. 24, 
starch, between Aroma, Stark City (Ches- 
ter), Fairview, Wheaton, tidgley, Wayne, 
Seligman, Mo., and Pittsburg, Kansas, 158c; 
Joplin, Mo., 14c; Fort Smith, Ark., 20c. 
Rock Island, Jan. 25, from Kansas City, 
St. Joseph, Mo., Atchison, Leavenworth, Ar- 
mourdale (Kansas City), Kansas (originat- 
ing beyond), to New Orleans, La., wheat and 
buckwheat, 20c; corn, corn meal, 19c; flour, 
20c; malt, 27c; flaxseed, millet seed, 25c; 


Hungarian seed, 28c; broom corn, 40c. Jan. 
31, from Waco and Sumpter, Kansas, to Lit- 
tle Rock, Ark., wheat 23%c; corn, alfalfa 
feed and alfalfa meal, 19%c. Jan. 20, be 
tween Hammon, Okla., and Kansas City, 
Mo., wheat, 24%c; corn, 23c; alfalfa feed 
and linseed meal, 23c; flaxseed, millet seed, 
hemp seed, 32c; broom corn, 50c; between 
Hammon, Okla., and Omaha, Neb., wheat, 
28%c; corn, 28c; alfalfa feed, linseed cake, 
28%c; flaxseed, millet seed, hemp seed, 42c; 
broom corn, 56c; between Hammon, Okla., 
and St. Louis, Mo., wheat 27c, corn 25c, 
broom corn 58c, , 

Santa Fé, Jan. 23, alfalfa meal, from Bris- 
tol, Cheraw, Fowler, Hartman, Kornman, 
Lamar, McClave and Wiley, Colo., to Oma- 
ha, South Omaha, Lincoln, Nebraska City, 
Neb., and Council Bluffs, Iowa, 20c. 

Soo, Jan. 20, barley, corn, oats, rye and 
wheat, from Minneapolis, Minnesota Trans- 
fer and St, Paul, Minn., to Gladstone, Mich. 
(when for forwardance east via lakes), 7%c. 

Wabash, Jan, 21, feed, flour, grits, hominy 
and meal, to Cairo, Ill., and Evansville, Ind. 


(when destined to southeastern territory), 
from Decatur 7c, from Jacksonville, IIL, Se. 
Wisconsin & Northern, Jan. 27, grain, 


Wis., 
Os- 


flour and millstuff, between Shawano, 
and Morgan, Scott, Neopit, 5%c; Van 
trand and Western Siding, Wis., 6c. 


Artruour J. Donor. 
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The tone of the flour market has stead- 
ied during the past week and. prices are 
held more firmly. The situation is some- 
what peculiar, in that to buy higher 
prices seemed to be necessary, while to 
sell it is sometimes difficult to find a 
buyer, and some rather low prices have 
been made where the stuff had to be 
moved. This condition has made a very 
quiet market. The trade is disposed to 
be conservative and, while taking: a more 
optimistic view, is not backing it up with 
any volume of purchases. Spring patents 
are selling from $4.20 in jute up to about 
$4.40, and spring clears from $3.80 to 
about $4. 

Kansas flours have been more firmly 
held by the mills, but there seems to be 
considerable flour here, and it is selling 
at rather low prices in some cases. While 
mill quotations range from $4.15 to 4.35 
per’ bbl in jute, there are reports of some 
business here on the spot as low as $4.05. 

Business in winters has not improved 
and only a small trade is reported. Prices 
are irregular, showing a range from as 
low as $4.25 per bbl in jute up to about 
$4.45. 

EXPORT CONDITIONS 


The export market is quiet but shows 
a better tone. This is evidenced by firm- 
er bids on cash wheat. Exporters re- 
ported bids after Christmas at 4%.@‘4c 
higher than before the holiday. The de- 
mand for Manitobas has been quite 
brisk and, as a result, several cargoes of 
Manitobas at Buffalo, carrying free 
storage until next April, have been or- 
dered in and unloaded and are being 
shipped out. The demand is so good 
that exporters are buying at full rail 
freights, in order to have the grain at the 
seaboard to do business with. There is a 
lot of wheat yet to go out, and the clear- 
ances will be liberal for some weeks to 
come. 

The demand for corn has not yet 
reached important proportions, but ex- 
porters are talking rather confidently of 
the situation. 


MARKET IN MANITOBA WHEAT 


The trade is looking forward with a 
great deal of interest to the opening of 
the seaboard market in Manitoba wheat. 
The object in establishing it is to create 
a market which will be a safe one both 
for the shipper from the Northwest and 
the exporter at the seaboard, 


EXPORT CONTRACTS 


The action of the North American 
grain exporters in agreeing upon export 
contract conditions is expected to be a 
very marked help for the exporters in 
establishing up-to-date conditions in ship- 
ping grain. ‘The export trade has been 
shipping grain under the old contracts, 
which were established in the days of 
sailing ships, and it has been to the in- 
terest.of the foreign buyer to maintain 
such conditions. One result of these con- 
ditions was the failure a short time ago 
of a large Liverpool importing house, re- 
sulting in serious losses, 

The convention, which was recently held 
at New York, was a unit in its attitude. 
The export interests of the different ex- 
changes of the United States and Canada 
have organized under the name of the 
North American Export Grain Associa- 
tion. The members of this association 
are the New York Produce Exchange, 
Montreal Corn Exchange, Winnipeg 
Grain Exchange, Commercial Exchange 
of Philadelphia, Duluth Board of Trade, 
Baltimore Chamber of Commerce, Boston 
Chamber of Commerce, Kansas City 


Board of Trade, Chicago Board of Trade 
and the Toronto Board of Trade. Ef- 
forts made by different exporters indi- 
vidually to have the terms of contracts 
adjusted had not been successful in the 
past, and it is now proposed that the 
form of contracts on export grain, terms 
of payment and other conditions shall be 
arranged in such a way as to be fair for 
the seller as well as for the buyer. The 
association represents practically all of 
the grain-exporting interests of North 
America. 


LEITH MASTER PORTERAGE QUESTION 


In view of the editorial appearing in 
the Northwestern Miller of Dec. 4, a 


conference has been held between the. 


steamship interests and the flour ex- 
porters to discuss an adjustment of the 
controversy arising out of the Leith 
Master Porterage question. 

As a matter of justice to Furness, 
Withy & Co., Ltd., it is fair to point out 
that when that company approached the 
Leith importers in this matter they were 
accompanied by representatives of the 
American exporters, and were actuated 
by a desire to discuss and settle their dif- 
ferences with the importers in a spirit 
of equity and fairness. It was in the 
same spirit that the conference was called 
and they disclaim any desire to take any 
action which would adversely affect the 
traffic. 

After a thorough investigation of the 
whole subject, it was decided to submit 
suggestions to the London and Leith of- 
fices of Furness, Withy & Co., Ltd., in 
which the representatives of the ship- 
pers tentatively concurred, in order that 
the whole subject be reconsidered. These 
suggestions included an acknowledgment 
of the wishes of the consignees and ship- 
pers in respect to the control of the 
master porterage, and also included ten- 
tative plans as to the details incidental 
to the sorting and verifying of damages 
which, it is hoped, will afford a middle 
ground on which both steamship agents 
and consignees can agree. 

The interests of exporters, importers 
and ocean lines are mutual and are spe- 
cially important’when the maintenance of 
a competitive steamship service is in- 
volved. It is, therefore, hoped that this 
troublesome question will be settled 
shortly to the satisfaction of all con- 
cerned, 

LEGISLATION ON CELLAR BAKERIES 

The threatened legislation in New York 
state against cellar bakeries has some- 
what alarmed some of the members of 
the New York flour trade because, if it 
becomes a law, every bakery now located 
in a basement or cellar will have to be 
closed up; and as all of those on the East 
Side of the city are so located, it will 
mean that many of them, owing to in- 
ability to get other suitable quarters, will 
have to go out of business. This would 
mean a considerable changing of condi- 
tions with regard to the sale and distri- 
bution of flour, because it would hurt 
those who sell the jobbers, who in turn 
sell the East Side bakers. 

The discontinuance of the cellar bake- 
shop will not, however, in the slightest 
degree affect the volume of New York 
flour sales, because approximately the 
same amount will be baked, but it will be 
baked by other bakers and sold by other 
flour men, perhaps, than those now sell- 
ing it. 

NOTES 


Winter straights, though dull, are held 
firmly at $4.65@4.75, a shade higher than 
spring patents. 

Horace Valentine, a flour and feed 
dealer of Wilmington, Del., died recently 
at his residence there, in his fifty-fifth 
year. 

The Chesebro Milling Co., Salamanca, 
N. Y., has been incorporated, with a capi- 


tal of $75,000, by George and Frank 
Chesebro and Fred D. Budd. 

There is no change in the rye flour sit- 
uation over last week, save perhaps a 
very slight tendency to reduce prices a 
trifle, Quotations at the close of the 
week ranged $3.50@3,65, jute. 

Low-grades, both spring and winter, 
seem to be somewhat of a drug on the 
market. The demand is light and stocks 
are fairly good. Springs are offered at 
$3.15@3.35 and winters at $3.50@3.90 in 
jute. 


The corn goods market is quiet, stocks 
being a trifle heavier than they have 
been, with but fair demand. Both white 
and yellow meal is quoted at $3.40 per 
bbl in wood, and corn flour at $1.60 per 
100 lbs. 


L. R. Wilson, formerly with the New 
York City Milling Co., who has been for 
practically all his business life connected 
with flour-milling, has recently taken a 
position as treasurer of the Atlantic 
Sugar Refineries, Ltd., of Montreal. 


A. P. Husband, Chicago, secretary of 
the Millers’ National Federation, was in 
New York Thursday of last week on 
Federation business prior to attendance 
at the preliminary hearing to be held at 
Washington on the _ milling-in-transit 
question. 


The feed situation is a trifle improved 
and prices have stiffened up somewhat 
over last week. For shipment, bran is 
quoted at $24 and middlings at $23.75 per 
ton in 100-lb sacks. Bran on spot is 
held at about 25c per ton higher and 
middlings at the same basis as stuff for 
shipment. 





BOSTON 


No improvement is to be noted in the 

local demand for flour. A slow demand 
prevails and it is almost impossible to 
interest the trade at any price. In fact, 
even when liberal concessions from ask- 
ing prices have been made, it has been 
possible to move only a small amount of 
flour. 
. Mill representatives seem anxious to get 
shipping directions on old contracts, 
rather than make new ones with the 
trade. Most of them report considerable 
difficulty in this respect, the trade hold- 
ing back as long as possibie, giving as a 
reason, in many instances, the lack of de- 
mand from their trade and inability to 
handle the flour purchased on these con- 
tracts. This condition, fortunately, is 
not general and is confined almost en- 
tirely to the small receiver. 

It is not believed that stocks will show 
much of a decrease in Boston the first of 
the new year, and similar conditions are 
said to exist all through New England. 
Moderate receipts of flour have been the 
rule, and arrivals have just about equaled 
the demand from retailers and consum- 
ers. Until there is a material reduction 
in the stocks held by jobbers and whole- 
salers, there is no prospect of: any imme- 
diate increase in the demand. 

The advance of 10c per bbl quoted by 
many of the spring wheat millers has not 
resulted in strengthening the general sit- 
uation. Flour buyers here see no good 
reason for any such advance and refuse 
to pay the higher prices now quoted by 
most of the millers. They feel that prices 
are bound to go lower and all are acting 
accordingly. 

Minneapolis millers are now asking a 
range of $5@5.10 per bbl for trade pat- 
ents, but are unable to sell above $4.90 
in wood, and not much at that price. The 
top quotations for spring wheat country 
patents is $5 in wood, but it is impossible 
to do any business at this price, which is 
considered altogether too high. Stand- 
ard brands of spring wheat country pat- 
ents are quoted at $4.70@4.80 in wood, 
with $4.65 an inside quotation for first 
patents. 

Spring clears remain unchanged at 
$3.75@4.15 in sacks, with moderate of- 
ferings and a fairly good demand. 

Kansas hard wheat patents are quoted 
a shade higher, but the demand is slow. 
No one is trying to force sales, however, 
and patents are firm at $4.20@4.70 in 
sacks, 

A higher range of prices is quoted on 
soft winter wheat flours. Offerings are 
moderate and there is no disposition 
shown to make concessions. The demand 
is quiet. Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and 
New York patents are all held at $5.25 
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@5.50 in wood, the extreme quotation be- 
ing for fancy brands. 

For absolute straights, the market is 
quoted at $5.15@5.30 for Ohio and Indi- 
ana, with New York and: Michigan at $5 
@5.15. 

Soft winter wheat clears are held in the 
range of $4.50@5.10 in wood, although no 
business has been done above $5 

Louis W. DePass. 

Boston, Mass., Dec. 30. 





BALTIMORE 


Flour ruled firmer last week and 
something was done in both winter and 
spring at both old prices and some ad- 
vance, though of course the business did 
not reach the proportions it would have 
done had it not been handicapped by the 
holiday spirit. As it was, however, it 
was a surprisingly good week for Christ- 
mas week, proving encouraging to the 
trade and causing it to feel very hopeful 
as to what to expect after the turn of 
the year. Evidently, the demand was 
the result of higher wheat more than it 
was of actual need. 

Spring patent had another wide range, 
with some mills holding it up ‘to $4.90, 
wood, and others offering it down to $4, 
cotton. It is claimed that one mill broke 
the record of the season by offering pat- 
ent at $3.95, in sacks, which is lower than 
many mills are asking for clear, but this 
price was exceptional and must have had 
a string tied to it, as the general ten- 
dency was toward raising quotations 
rather than lowering them. The trading 
was of a car-lot character and ran main- 
ly to quality, which was obtainable at 
$4.15@4.30, cotton, the top brands being 
seldom called for, if at all. Spring clear 
also had a wide range, and while some 
mills were holding it at $4, cotton, or 
over, others were quietly selling it as low 
as $3.70, sacks. Most buyers, however, 
were willing to pay $3.75 for standard 
quality, which was generally held around 
$3.90. The sales were few and scattered. 

Soft winters were scarce and higher, 
and quite salable on the hard spots, with 
near-by straight leading in the transac- 
tions at $4.55, 4.60 and 4.65, wood, or 
$4.15, 4.20 and 4.25, bulk. The largest 
sale, 1,000 bbls at $4.25, bulk, was made 
by the Harrisburg mill, while Taneytown 
and Westminster also figured at the same 
rate or less. Soft winter patent found 
an occasional taker around $5.10, wood, 
for both pure and blended stock, with the 
West higher than the East and with the 
trading range of the local market all of 
10c per bbl higher. Soft winter clear 
was likewise in good demand, and a sale 
of 1,000 bbls of near-by fancy was re- 
cently put through on private terms, pre- 
sumably at something like $4.15, bulk. 

Kansas flour was firm, if not higher, 
with the established brands quoted at 
$4.60@4.75, wood, or $4.30@4.45, cotton, 
but nothing could be done _ because 
springs, which are preferred even at a 
premium, were obtainable at a discount. 

City mills, while still running light and 
experiencing the quiet trade usually in- 
cident to the Christmas season, managed 
to make some export sales and have 
raised their wholesale quotations 15¢ per 
bbl to conform with the advance in the 
local wheat market. 

Clearances of flour for the week wer« 
49,179 bbls; receipts, also principally for 
shipment, 42,100. 

Ocean freights are steady, but with 
engagements slow on account of the holi- 
days. Quotations per qr: Liverpool, 3s 
414d; Glasgow, 3s 6d; Belfast, 3s 9d: 
Leith, 3s 6d; Dublin, 3s 9d; picked ports. 
3s; Copenhagen, 3s 3d; Hamburg, 3s 3d 
Rotterdam, 3s 114d. 


NOTES 


The difference in price between Balti 
more and Toledo No. 2 red wheat ha; 
widened out to 8c. The city mills con- 
trol the stock here. 


R. W. Gwathmey, New York represen- 
tative of Bartlett-Frazier Co., of Chi- 
cago, was in Baltimore, his old home, 
during the week. He was warmly re- 
ceived by his friends on ’change, Thurs- 
day. 

James Nathaniel McCosh, who recent- 
ly withdrew from Rufus E. McCosh & 
Bros., local millers’ agents, to locate at 
Atlanta, Ga., as the southern representa- 
tive of the Bay State Milling Co., Wino- 
na, Minn., has returned to his home in 
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Baltimore for the holidays. Mr. McCosh 
says he is gradually succeeding in con- 
vincing the southern buyers that there is 
really some good in spring wheat flour. 
In fact, Mr. McCosh is rather enthusi- 
astic over the prospects for business in 
the South, and thinks that the outlook 
for northwestern flour getting a good 
foothold in that section on this crop is 
most flattering. 
Cuartes H. Dorsey. 
Baltimore, Md., Dec. 30. 





PHILADELPHIA 


Trade in flour during the past week 
was slow and the market was unchanged. 
The mills, as usual during the closing 
week of the year, were engaged in closing 
up their accounts and making stock in- 
ventories, and manifested little disposi- 
tion to trade, except for immediate re- 
quirements. 

Business in spring patent was gener- 
ally at about $4.40@4.50 per 196 lbs in 
wood, but many manufacturers were un- 
willing to sell below $4.65 and the favor- 
ite brands were generally held still high- 
er. Clear and straight were dull and 
largely nominal. Kansas flours sold 
slowly and were nominally unchanged. 
Trade in winters was quiet, with busi- 
ness mostly in straight at about $4.40@ 
4.65 per 196 lbs in wood. Clear and pat- 
ent were in light request at unchanged 
prices. 

The city mills report a slow and un- 
satisfactory market, and no important 
change in prices. 


James B. Canby, ex-president of the 
Commercial Exchange, died on Friday. 
He had been prominent in the grain 
trade for many years until, within the 
last few months, failing health compelled 
him to retire from active business. 

SamvueL S. Dantes. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Dec. 30. 





BUFFALO 


There may be a holiday dullness but, 
on the whole, the demand for flour, both 
patents and clears, during the past week, 
has been far ahead of a year ago. Some 
of the mills are still short of flour for 
shipment, while others say they are not 
so well situated regarding directions. 
There has been quite a falling off in pro- 
duction, outside of the Christmas shut- 
down, and the mills will generally grind 
out tomorrow night for a_ straighten- 
ing up. 

The bulk of the new sales made were 
patents and, as far as prices are con- 
cerned, there was no change, although 
some of the well-known brands were 
held 10@15c higher than a week ago. 
Clears are so well sold ahead that millers 
are not worrying about them; indeed, 
they expect the usual switch from patents 
to take place after the first of the year. 

The local small trade has been at a 
standstill for two weeks and will prob- 
ably remain so for two weeks to come. 

Rye flour is firmer for pure and in 
good request. 

Millfeeds continue strong, but there is 
not as much snap to the trade as a week 
ago, which is believed to be due to the 
holidays. 

Dealers all talk strong concerning the 


future of both bran and middlings, and . 


there are no offerings for future deliv- 
ery on the present basis. An occasional 
car of spot bran is offered at 10@15c 
under quotations, and that cut price 
dealers are attempting to use in making 
bids. The fact is that more business is 
being done in choice middlings at 50c 
above quotations. Red dog quiet and 
Steady. 

Corn-meal feeds quiet and prices easy. 
Millers claim there are bright prospects 
ahead as dealers have no stocks on hand. 

Gluten feed firm; good demand and 
offerings light. 

Hominy feed scarce and firm. 

Buckwheat sold at $1.52@1.53 per 100 
lbs last week. Bids are $1.52@1.55 asked, 
track, Buffalo. 

Rolled oats easier and demand limited, 
Owing, it is said, to unseasonable weather. 
Oil meal easy; fairly good demand. 

_ Cottonseed meal strong and offerings 
limited, 

Oat hulls dull and offerings liberal. 


‘THE OUTPUT 


The output of the mills last week was 
96,085 bbls, representing 70 per cent of 
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capacity, compared with 133,850, or 97 . 


per cent, the previous week, and 75,100, 
or 54 per cent, a year ago. 


NOTES 


No. 1 northern is offered here at 9114c, 
20c lower than last year and 22c lower 
than in 1910. 

Probably 1,200,000 bus of wheat were 
shipped out by rail last week, and about 
the same quantity will go forward this 
week, ; 

Very heavy selling of wheat afloat in 
vessels was reported last week. No. 1 
northern was offered at 114c under Chi- 
cago May. 

A. C. Williamson, formerly of Buffalo, 
now manager for the Western Flour 
Mills Co., Ltd., at Edmonton, Alta., is 
here for the holidays. 

Second-hand feed sacks are in more 
liberal supply and offered at 614c, Buf- 
falo. Second-hand jute, 140-lb export 
sacks, quoted at 8@81,c. 

Joseph W. Hannes, who 10 years ago 
was transferred from the Buffalo office 
of the Duluth-Superior Milling Co. to 
Boston, Mass., will return to this city, 
having accepted a position with the 
Thornton & Chester Milling Co. Mr. 
Hannes has a great many loyal friends 
here. 

The receipts of grain at this port dur- 
ing the season just closed show a large 
increase over last year, being the largest 
in 14 years. Flour receipts were also 
heavier. The figures for the past three 
years were as follows: 





1912 1911 1910 

Flour, bbls... 7,584,753 7,054,640 7,231,580 
Wheat, bus.108,225,504 67,495,526 50,450,911 
Corn, bus... 12,750,250 30,384,745 22,992,368 
Oats, bus... 10,580,150 9,501,000 12,366,891 
Barley, bus. 12,176,925 9,349,412 11,207,763 
Rye, bus.... 1,250,215 690,693 336,471 
Flaxs’d, bus 14,810,325 4,601,180 4,716,771 

Totals ...159,793,369 122,022,556 102,071,175 


Canada contributed nearly one-third 
of the grain received at this port during 
the past season, the increase over last 
year being 18,000,000 bus. The receipts 
of foreign grain at Buffalo by lake com- 
pare as follows: 


Wheat Oats Barley Flax 
1912.. 42,669,762 4,234,485 1,904,703 4,867,801 
1911.. 31,982,136 1,304,912 924,170 754,889 
1910.. 18,169,752 1,006,936 623,780 2,546,621 
1909.. 18,176,512 1,218,534 588,888 1,833,633 
1908.. 15,382,775 2,950,608 486,481 304,289 
1907.. 13,067,466 894,655 A Sree ae 


E. BANGASSER. 
Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 30. 





Cuban Flour Imports 


Imports of flour, bran and grain into Ha- 
vana, Cuba, during November, 1912, all from 
the United States, together with names of 
shippers, in sacks of 200 lbs, were: 











FLOUR 
Shippers— Sacks 
Southerm Pacioc Ry. 2c. cscccecvccewe 5,425 
SN Oo SRR err rte ne 5,000 
I DS Oc once 6 a6'9 619 b.0.0 0.0% 3,000 
New Prague Flouring Mill Co......... 2,750 
Se ee Pak eM or AG a bide Blo’ % oF aces a 2,300 
etiare Ge MRTOTES CBee ccc cesceter 1,640 
See COOMENOE SEE: Voucccias ya e¥cse ee 1,200 
ee. ee Se Ee cep vere iackinccws 1,100 
bok lg ee a ee 960 
Goo. 2 Tis Pee, CO cs cccevecees 750 
C.. Bs GAURUTTT SEU, COie ec c ce wscnecee 650 
Wells Wiour PEUUNE Coie. scccicccccess 500 
Bernet, Craft & Kauffman Milling Co. 500 
Paris Mill Co, a 500 
Orient Mill Co. ee 500 
OS ae yk | RR eee 500 
Dens Gree mete GO oc oc cc ce ceocvdces 350 
ON ee er 300 
A a AR ye A Se a 300 
BM. L. Melliday Milling Co......ccccoes 250 
Re SB Aw Se EPPA ere ale 250 
Red Star Mill & Elevator Co.......... 250 
Rea-Patterson Milling Co. ............ 200 
ee eee Ec cuGescéceecenceteves 110 
OE, 205.63 w.cawewiee dve'e's 29,285 

BRAN 
Sacks 
Shippers— 200 lbs 
ede cneseerekedwt teehee ones 250 
H. L. Halliday Milling Co............. 3,250 
EE CURA eS dic wa 'va cp ke a0 0.00% 505 
Burrus Mill & Elevator Co............ 1,100 
Stafflife Flour & Mill Co.............. 874 
E Gead anan ban es Gee dane ise kkaens 5,979 

CORN 
Sacks 
Shippers— 200 lbs 
NE hl is a og nw a's gibe 10D.a0 a8 6,800 
Werth & Schiebeck ...........-sss00% 6,996 
MretmbarGt G-CO. csccccccacesverdccece 6,750 
Tradere Grain Co. oo ceccscccccciccscce 4,000 
AB, ee BMOMMOTES GB CG ci cect e eens 4,000 
Oe ee aces ee md whee sees ovceieeeseues 1,500 
Henry McCord & Gon.....22scccescees 1,169 
Peeeeereeee Geaim OO. 66 occ cs cccewess 1,000 


Orvis Grain & Stock Co............... "500 





peau mewater CG. ook ct te cocciae 250 
WMaM Ceresd CO. ccc ccs cinseecesccces 250 
pa! A By» '¢ bis 0:90 6 'We.0 0740.00.00 6b 9" 250 

ME tt ataedseeera swears eranecds va 33,465 
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The output of flour by mills repre- 
sented at ‘Toledo, with a combined daily 
capacity of 8,000 bbls, for the week end- 
ing Dec. 28 was 24,600 bbls, or 51 per 
cent of capacity, compared with 27,800, 
or 58 per cent, the previous week, 19,000, 
or 39 per cent, a year ago, 14,700, or 30 
per cent, two years ago, and 17,500, or 
37 per cent, three years ago. 

Business showed the characteristic holi- 
day dullness. There was no life whatever 
to it. Scattered sales to established 
trade, which has been descriptive of the 
business on the entire crop, continues to 
be the rule. 

Feed holds its recent improvement. 
The demand is good and prices are hold- 
ing. ‘The car situation has shown ma- 
terial improvement and the mills had no 
trouble last week getting what cars they 
needed. Otherwise than noted the busi- 
ness was featureless. 

CROP CONDITION 

Last week there were a few flurries of 
snow, but not enough fell to afford appre- 
ciable protection to the wheat. ‘here 
have been reports from a number of sec- 
tions of the need of moisture, and this 
slight fall of snow may help out some in 
that particular. Except further north in 
Michigan, the wheat in the central states 
has been largely without covering of snow 
so far this tall and early winter. It has 
been in an exposed condition and some 
have felt fear of damage on that ac- 
count. There have been some reports of 
the appearance of the Hessian fly in 
parts of both Ohio and Michigan. The 
weather the last of the week was cold and 
seasonable. A covering of snow would 
be favorable, but it is not thought that 
wheat has suffered materially. Moisture 
would be acceptable to the plant most 
everywhere. 


CENTRAL STATES MILLS 


Nineteen mills in Ohio, Indiana and 
Michigan, including those at Toledo, 
with a.combined daily capacity of 22,200 
bbls, for the week ending Dec. 28 made 
59,150 bbls of flour, or 44 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 65,529 bbls, by 
17 mills of 19,000 bbls daily capacity, or 
57 per cent, the previous week. i 

Commenting on the flour and feed situ- 
ation, four mills reported flour as fair, 
three as dull, three as slow, one as very 
quiet, and one as very slow. Three re- 
ported demand for feed as good, three as 
fair, and others as follows: feed active 
and better prices obtained, feed improv- 
ing, feed picking up a little, feed in bet- 
ter demand at stiffer prices. 

One mill was down all the week; an- 
other for several days making repairs; 
one mill reported foreign offers 6d out 
of line. 

Among the mills contributing to this 
report were the following: 


OHIO 


Ansted & Burk Co., Springfield, 

Carr Milling Co., Hamilton, 

Cleveland Milling Co., Cleveland, 
Gwinn Milling Co., Columbus, 

Harter Milling Co., Toledo. 

Marion National Mill Co., Marion. 
National Milling Co., Toledo. 
Northwestern Elev. & Mill Co., Toledo. 


INDIANA 


Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis. 
Garland Milling Co., Greensburg. 
Goshen Milling Co., Goshen. 
Lawrenceburg Roller Mills Co. 


MICHIGAN 


Amendt Milling Co., Monroe. 
Huron Milling Co., Harbor Beach, 
John C, Liken & Co., Sebewaing. 
David Stott, Detroit. 

Voigt Milling Co., Grand Rapids. 


CAR SITUATION 


The car situation showed material im- 
provement last week. The mills were 
getting all the cars they needed and the 
shortage is at least temporarily relieved 
and, it is hoped, permanently. 


NOTES 


Miller & Neal, millers at Warren, Ohio, 
are putting an alfalfa and molasses meal 
on the market. 

O. King, of the Bemis Indianapolis 
Bag Co., was in Toledo last Friday and 
called at this office. 

J. S. Green, connected with Williams 
Bros. Co., Kent, Ohio, has been suffering 
from an attack of pneumonia. 

H. K. Humphrey, with the Ohio Cereal 
Co., Circleville, until its recent fire, is 
now with the Colton Bros. Co., Belle- 
fontaine, as sales-manager. 

Bert Eesley, formerly operating a 
mill at Oxford, Ohio, has succeeded 
George Semler as manager of the Prince 
Milling Co., Hamilton, Ohio. 

The Oxford (Ohio) Milling Co. has re- 
built the mill formerly operated there by 
Bert Eesley, and is about ready to start 
up. The mill is of 75 bbls capacity. 

The annual meeting of the Michigan 
State Millers’ Association will be held 
at the Hotel Downey, Lansing, Mich., the 
evening of Jan, 21 and the following day. 

IF, O. Paddock, of the Paddock, Hodge 
Co., will represent the Toledo Produce 
Exchange at the transit hearing before 
the Interstate Commerce Commission at 
Washington, Dec. 30. 

The Produce Exchange has notified 
shippers that rotten corn or mahogany 
should be shipped separate from the bet- 
ter, as a small amount of low-grade grain 
will spoil the whole car. 

M. Beardslee, of the Prinz & Rau Mfg. 
Co., Milwaukee, Wis., was in Toledo last 
Friday. He is installing a large dust 
collector in the new elevator of the To- 
ledo Grain & Milling Co. 

The Independent Hominy Co., a new 
company, has been organized to take over 
the plant formerly operated by the Scioto 
Hominy Co., Portsmouth, Ohio, which 
went out of business some time ago. 

The plant of the Atlantic Milling Co., 
Ravenna, Ohio, of about 65 bbls capacity, 
was almost completely destroyed by fire 
Dec. 25. The engine-room alone was 
saved, The loss is placed at $10,000. 

The Ohio Corn Show will be held at 
Lima, Ohio, in January. Contributions 
for prizes are being invited from millers. 
T. P. Riddle, Lima, is in charge of this 
part of the show. 

M. N. Mennel, of the Harter Milling 
Co., Toledo, left last Thursday for a 
conference with Commissioner McChord, 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
and will remain for the hearing on mill- 
ing-in-transit, Dec. 30. 

The Cleveland-Akron Bag Co., Cleve- 
land, is to increase its capital stock from 
$2,000,000 to $3,000,000; $500,000 will be 
issued as a stock dividend against its sur- 
plus and undivided profits, and $500,000 
will be held to retire the preferred stock. 

Grain men are doing practically noth- 
ing in No. 2 red wheat; offers are made 
every day, but bring out few or no ac- 
ceptances. The milling demand at To- 
ledo from outside mills for this grade is 
almost nil. More or less business is done 
in off-grades. : 

More or less Pacific Coast soft wheat 
has been worked by some grain men. 
Some of this wheat of the white variety 
shows a chemical test close to Michigan 
white wheat. Shipments have been re- 
ported to New York state millers through 
local dealers, but none have been report- 
ed for millers in this section. 

The “Ohio Corn Boys,” about 250 in 
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number, have returned from Washington. 
The Ohio boys’ corn-growing contest was 
arranged by Secretary A. P. Sandles, of 
the state board of agriculture and, by its 
terms, prizes of a free trip to Washing- 
ton were offered the boys in various coun- 
ties or townships growing the largest 
number of bushels of corn to one acre. 
The competition was financed by the 
bankers, business men and agricultural 
interests. The average yield secured by 
the boys was 85 bus to the acre. Many 
secured yields in excess of 100 bus. The 
average yield last fall over the entire 
state was only 38 bus. 


‘ INDIANA 


Indianapolis output of flour for the 
week ending Dec. 28 was 3,000 bbls, rep- 
resenting 15 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 11,000, or 51 per cent, the 
previous week, 13,000, or 65 per cent, in 
1911, and 17,000, or 85 per cent, in 1910. 

There were no new developments in the 
flour trade last week. With holidays in 
full swing and coming in the middle of 
the week the trade had no time to think 
about buying flour. However, the dull- 
ness is not any more marked than is 
usual at this time of the year; in fact, 
some of the millers report. business as 
very satisfactory, considering. Indica- 
tions are that business in flour will show 
much improvement after the first of the 
year, as inquiries are coming in quite 
satisfactorily, and, no doubt, many who 
have been waiting to replenish their 
stocks of flour will be in line with orders 
to do so as soon as they have recovered 
from the holiday spirit. 

While flour prices were a little firmer, 





there was no practical change. Quota- 
tions: best patent, $5@5.25; straight, 
$4.60@5.05; clear, $4.30@4.65 per bbl, 
f.o.b. Indianapolis. 


There is a good demand for feed at ad- 
vanced prices. ‘The weather has war- 
ranted this increased demand, and orders 
are coming in from all sections, and mill- 
ers who have had a surplus supply have 
had no difficulty in disposing of the same. 
Mixed feed was quoted $22@22.75 per 
ton, bulk. 

For No. 2 red wheat, $1.07 was bid on 
call board at Indianapolis, Saturday. 

Stocks of wheat showed an increase of 
15,000 bus, there having been 321,000 bus 
in stock Saturday in Indianapolis. 

Moisture in many sections would be 
very beneficial to the growing wheat, al- 
though it is not believed that any real 
damage has resulted so far. There was 
a light fall of moisture last week in this 
section, but it was hardly sufficient. Snow 
is protecting the wheat in many localities, 
but the covering is not general, the snow- 
fall in this state having been light this 
season, 

FROM THE TRADE 

Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis: Trade 
has been quiet; prices are somewhat 
firmer on flour and a little higher ‘on 
feed. The feed trade is some better than 
the flour trade; demand is better and 
more inquiries. ‘The 
growing crop is good. There is some 
apprehension on account of the dry 
weather, but outside of that the condi- 
tion is very good. 

Noblesville Milling Co: Trade condi- 
tions with us for the week are very much 
improved, We are having many inquiries 
for pure soft wheat flour, and the feed 
demand is very strong. Wheat prospects 
are good, Although the ground is very 
dry, we think no damage has been done. 

Garland Milling Co., Greensburg: Flour 
trade continues dull, but feed is in better 
inquiry and at advanced prices. The new 
crop is apparently in fine condition. 

I.awrenceburg Roller Mills Co: There 
is some demand for feed, but flour trade 
is very dull. It usually is at this season. 
Condition of the growing crop continues 
good, 

Goshen Milling Co: The flour trade is 
as good as could be expected at this time 
of the year. The demand for feed shows 
some improvement, bran in particular 
being badly wanted. The growing wheat 
is fairly well protected by snow. As a 
rule, the weather has been a little too dry 
for the past two weeks. 

The Loughry Bros. Milling & Grain 
Co., Monticello: Flour trade very quiet 
the past week and entirely of a holiday. 
character. Demand for feed is much 
improved, at advanced prices. 


condition of the’ 
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NOTES 

The various commercial and trade as- 
sociations of Indianapolis, with exception 
of the Board of Trade, have merged into 
a Chamber of Commerce. C. C. Hanch, 
of Nordyke & Marmon Co., was elected 
president. 

The annual meeting of the Indiana 
Grain Dealers’ Association and the Indi- 
ana Millers’ Association will be held at 
the Board of Trade Building, Jan. 21 
and 22, The Indianapolis Board of 
Trade has issued the prize list for the 
grain contest to be held in connection 
with the meeting. Awards will be made 
by judges selected by the Purdue Uni- 
versity department of agriculture exten- 
sion. The contest is open to every grain 
producer in Indiana. E. E. Perry. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Dec. 30. 





MICHIGAN 

There was a tone of cheerfulness in the 
flour trade last week and leading millers 
were well satisfied with sales as well as 
with the outlook for the new year. Sales 
were as large as the capacity of the mills, 
and shipping directions came to hand in 
a way that kept business moving all the 
time. Demand was largely for prompt 
delivery, and a majority of the orders 
were small but made up a total that was 
quite satisfactory; Winter wheat flour 
advanced 10c and the tone at the close 
of business was firm. 

Dealers in spring wheat goods report 
a quiet week, with little change in prices 
and nothing of a startling nature. No 
special attempt was made to push sales, 
and the holiday spirit prevailed. Rye 
flour was only moderately active and no 
change was made in the price. 

Millfeed is active and firm. The mills 
have a pressing demand for all they can 
produce. Rolled oats are a little lower 
and the market is moderately: active. 
Corn meal is unchanged and quiet. 

The ‘wheat market has been active and 
firm. Cash stuff is scarce and in good de- 
mand. 

NEW WHEAT CROP 

Farmers are making a good deal of 
complaint about the unprotected state of 
the wheatfields. They do not say the 
plant has been damaged, but believe it 
will suffer should severe weather come 
before snow. Several counties report 
much harm by Hessian fly earlier in the 
fall, and the condition of 90, placed on 
the crop in the last state report, is 
thought to be too high now. 


DETROIT FLOUR PRODUCTION 


Detroit mills made 13,000 bbls of flour 
last week, equal to about 71 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 15,600 bbls, or 
93 per cent, the week before, 14,000, or 82 
per-cent, a year ago, and 13,000, equal to 
83 per cent of the capacity at that time, 
two years ago. 

NOTES 

The quantity of flour and grain han- 
dled through the canals at Sault Ste. 
Marie during .the season just closed shows 
a large increase over any of the previous 
three years. Flour passing through this 
season made a total of 8,652,153 bbls, 
compared with 7,246,496 in 1911, 7,576,789 
in 1910 and 7,094,175 in 1909. Wheat 
cargoes made a total of 174,086,456 bus, 
compared with 97,141,911 in 1911, 86,- 
259,974 in 1910 and 113,253,561 in 1909. 
Other grains amounted to 69,024,546 bus 
for 1912, compared with 40,482,609 in 
1911, 39,245,485 in 1910 and 46,519,451 in 
1909. 

The Kellogg Toasted Corn Flake Co., 
a Battle Creek concern, is in trouble with 
the United States, accused of operating 
a monopoly. The flakes are sold under 
an agreement that the jobber and re- 
tailer must charge a certain price, there- 
by preventing competition. The peculiar 
part of the trouble is that it is by means 
of the package that the agreement is en- 
forced. The flakes are put up in a pat- 
ent carton and the company attempts to 
take advantage of the patent monopoly 
decision in operating its price-maintain- 
ing contract. The. government officials 
say that consumers buy the flakes and 
not the package, and that the selling of 
the carton is a subterfuge. The claim is 
also made by the government that the 
carton is not patentable,. as the same 
style of package had been in use pre- 
vious to the granting of the patent. 

Joun Barr. 

Detroit, Mich., Dec. 30. 
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The demand for flour the first two days 
of the past week was very fair, some 
rather large contracts being closed; but 
since the holidays business has been poor, 
mills reporting practically no inquiry 
and specifications extremely slow. The 
latter conditipn is largely attributed to 
the disposition of merchants to keep their 
stocks down as small as possible, until 
the annual inventories have been com- 
pleted. 

General conditions in the South are con- 
sidered good. The cotton mills, and iron 
and steel manufacturers, have had a 
profitable year under favorable condi- 
tions, and the basic crop of the South has 
been marketed at very remunerative 
prices. Probably the most discouraging 
sign is the dull demand for mules, and 
fertilizer. The mute market is looked 
upon as a very fair barometer of farming 
conditions. An active market is regarded 
as a sure indication of prosperity and a 
dull one the opposite. Both the mule 
and fertilizer people report an extremely 
poor season so far, the movement of 
mules being especially small. 

Notwithstanding these untoward signs, 
there is apparently a more optimistic 
feeling among flour buyers, and the mills 
are looking forward to an excellent de- 
mand during the months of January and 
February. Stocks of flour in the South 
are usually light at this season of the 
year and the reports now being received 
from that section indicate that this con- 
dition exists at the present time. Present 
prices for soft winter wheat flours are, 
almost without exception, accepted as 


low enough. 


FLOUR AND MILLFEED 


Flour prices hardened slightly the past 
week in sympathy with the advance in 
wheat. The advance was_ stubbornly 
maintained by the mills and little was 
heard of price-cutting. There seems to 
be a growing conviction that soft winter 
wheat millers own most of the soft wheat 
available for milling, and that, when this 
is exhausted, it will be extremely diffi- 
cult to buy. 

Prices on soft winter wheat flours were 
substantially: best or short patents, in 
cotton, f.o.b. the river, $5.20@5.80; stand- 
ard or regular patents, $4.95@5.20, main- 
ly at the close of the week $5@5.05; long 
patents, 10@20c less than standards; 
half patents, 40@80c less than standards. 

The hard winter and spring wheat 
flour situation locally remained practi- 
cally unchanged. Most of the mills were 
firmer in their views, but flour could 
still be bought at the old figures. Prices 
were: hard winter wheat patents, in jutes, 
delivered Nashville, $4.15@4.30; spring 
wheat patents, $4.50@4.70. 

The demand for millfeed was a trifle 
better and prices a shade higher. The 
market is still rather sluggish, but with 
colder weather prevailing over the South, 
some improvement is predicted by the 
mills. Prices the past week were: pure 
soft winter wheat bran, in 100-lb bags, 
per ton, f.o.b. the river, $20@22; mixed 
feed, $21@23; middlings, $22@24. 


WHEAT 


The cash wheat situation was stronger 
the past week, the highest point of the 
crop being touched. A few sales were re- 
ported out of*local stocks, but mainly 
the holders of wheat in this section are 
looking for better values and are indif- 
ferent sellers. 

A good milling mixture of No. 2 red 
winter could not be bought for less than 
$1.16@1.18, delivered. Elevators were 
offering at $1.13@1.15, but the experi- 


ence of the mills with this grade of wheat 
has not been entirely satisfactory and 
they are unwilling buyers of it. 

So far as reports received at this of- 
fice indicate, the condition of growing 
wheat in the states of Kentucky and 
Tennessee is exceptionally good. The 
plant looks healthy, with sufficient de- 
velopment to stand a severe winter. 


OUTPUT 


Nashville and outside mills, with a 
weekly capacity of 135,900 bbls, showed 
an output for last week of 79,681 bbls, or 
58.6 -per cent of capacity. This compares 
with 46.9 per cent during the same period 
last year. Sales were = 5,538 bbls 
short of output. 


CORN AND MEAL PRICES 


There was a very fair demand for meal 
the past week for forward shipment. 
Considerable booking has been done by 
the mills, extending over a period of 90 
days. These contracts are sold basis 
January, with lc per bu per month carry- 
ing charge for each 30 days, or fraction 
thereof, after January. The mills are, as 
a rule, confining themselves to 90-day 
contracts, and refusing to book beyond 
that time. 

The demand for immediate shipment 
has been very poor, with most of the 
mills finding it difficult to keep going 
half-time. Prices have been firmly held 
on both the immediate shipment and con- 
tract sales, the market being strong, with 
an advancing tendency. These prices 
were substantially: bolted or standard 
meal, per 100 lbs, f.o.b. Louisville, basis 
96’s, $1.15@1.20; mainly, $1.15@1.17; 
grits, $1.25@1.30. 

The demand for corn from the mills 
continued good, but the general market 
was dull. Prices were slightly lower, as 
follows: No. 2 white corn, 551,@57c; 
No. 2 mixed corn, 5314@55c; No. 3 white 
oats, 37/,@38e. 





KENTUCKY 
The holidays had their usual effect on 


‘the flour business, and last week passed 


with little business worth while. The 
Louisville plants kept up operations at 
fair capacity, but sales were confined to 
immediate necessities and there was no 
business from new territory. The job- 
bers seemed too much occupied with 
Christmas. In certain sections of the 
state there was a tendency to shade 
prices on feed, despite the fact that the 
season is approaching when there should 
be a very steady demand for feed. With 
the holidays about over, Louisville mill- 
ers and, in fact, the flour makers all 
over the state, are looking for an im- 
proved demand. 


WEEK’S MOVEMENT 


1911 
Rec’ ts Ship’ts 


THE 


-——1912-—_, 
Rec’ts Ship’ts 


Flour, bbls... 2,250 17,420 3,190 25,471 

Corn, bus....103,275 92,684 107,227 85,754 

Oats, bus.... 36,786 10,475 29,821 42,751 

Wheat, bus.. 28,050 500 39,474 650 
NOTES 


Louisville bakeries had a heavy week. 
the result of holiday demand, 

The Modern Flour Mill, owned by H 
O. Graves, at Mitchell, Ind., near th: 
Kentucky line, burned last week. Thi 
loss was $10,000, partly covered by in- 
surance, 

I. M. Harcourt. 

Louisville, Ky., Dec. 30. 





The following trade-mark has_ bee 
passed for publication by the United 
States Patent Office: Serial No. 65,292 
The words The Portage, and a picture 0 
a water scene, boats and circle. Owner. 
The Emery Thierwechter Co., Oak Har- 
bor, Ohio. Used on wheat flour. 


> 
4 
5 
FS 
“a 
5 


7A a 


I OS WX DN OY 











Contents | 
by copyrigh 
credit is giv 


Toro 


Flour tri 
day condit 
_ and travel 
Domestic 7 
part of Ca 

Export | 
now selling 
9d, Glasgo 
cotton; Le 
Liverpool, 
from broke 
of flour in 
toba expor 
@25s per § 
and the sar 
pool or Le 
for Januar 
for cars 01 
as follows: 


Aaa ik 


Bae te eT oe 


Manitobas— 
Seconds . 
1 First clea 
Second cl 
Ontario—90 
Blended s 
Winter st 


All per bb 
ry points ir 
bbl extra, 

Millfeed 
and there 
Today’s sel 
ter wheat 
points thro: 
ton in 100- 

Ontario 1 
ful at cou 
price is ea: 
“sik paying 
loads at th 
0c. Curre 
spring and 


lee pean RIE 





Loa halla hn: 


Ontario win 
N 1 northe 
No. 2 northe 
N 3 northe 

(Quotatior 
are for car 
» ports, inelu 
Oats and 
) inoving ver 
expected to 
s the year. ] 
Quotations, 


a Te 


Ni 2 white 

No. 2 Canad 

No. 3 Canad 

4 M ting barl 

a 1 barley 

B Pens “020% 
= Buckwheat 
Basis. of 

In car lots | 

car lots, col 

For rollec 


5 ing $2.20 pe 
bbl in wood 
livered any 
> Montreal; 
packages, 1 
For export, 
erpool or Li 
ports, 28s 6d 
and fine oat 
standard oa 








United Si 
Bronto at 54e 
BVellow natu 
Biried No, 3 
® yellow, 57 
Passing in t 

An agent 
‘riting fro 
'ow getting 
rade of tha 
entage coul 








it 
d 


f- 


ig 
id 


p— 


“d 


eS 
cl 
Is 


al 
it. 
xv 
90 
sis 
7 
on 
as 
Ly 


1d 


nt 
he 
ng 
ld 
n- 
th 
eS 
rd 
sis 


lls 
cet 
as 
les 
ite 


on 
ed 
‘he 

at 


no 
»b- 
ith 
the 
ide 
the 
uld 
ith 
ill- 
all 
im- 


ths 
The 


ee 
ited 
292 
2 ol 


ner. 


lar 


January 1, 1913 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


33 

















Wwe! 


TO: 





AC URL VAC SAC aA PA DAL SAL Sa Sa nA Ph Al Bak DAG POA PA Ph PA Pa IND ING INCL SO ING SOSNGL NGL NOL G LG LNG LNG LNG LG LNG ESOL NG LNG LNG LN] LNG ZNO ING LAG L59 LANG LNG LNG L891 NO LNG LNG END LAO ING LNG LNG LNG LAG LNG L9Z 
eee S. — = = = = ae S s : . = = ~ — AP ne Ol Pel es 4 Ss Z 


ADIAN - DEPARTMENT 


A.H. BAILEY * MANAGER 
4.42;GRAIN: EXCHANGE: WINNIPEG: MANITOBA: 4¥> - 1001 LUMSDEN - BUILDING: TORONTO 
CABLE -ADDRESS ““PALMKING” 

ONTREAL: WINNIPEG ° ST-JOHN: CALGARY:AND- VANCOUVER 





AP7 RY? BU? NY NY? MY) RY? WO? NY? NO Na? BY WO? HYP AY) BY? WO? BY? MW Nid? WO? WW? BY? WO? BY) DOC NY? AY? DO? BY) Wor BET HOT AW! di Or Wir BYy DY? DNS 





Pen iew Vener 


lacie 


iio Airhalinbie Oreae a4 atin 


trl 








by copyright. 
credit is given the Northwestern Miller. 


Contents of this publication are protected 
Republication permitted when 








Toronto, Onrt.,- Dec. 30, 1912. 








Flour trade is seasonably quiet. Holi- 


day conditions govern for the moment 
and travellers are mostly off the road. 


Domestic prices show no changes in this 


part of Canada. 


Export prices are easier. Mills are 


now selling winter wheat patents at 27s 
9d, Glasgow, c.i.f. terms, for 280 lbs in 
cotton; Leith, 28s; Aberdeen, 28s 6d; 


Liverpool, 27s 6d. ‘They are accepting 
from brokers $3.90 per bbl for this grade 


of flour in buyers’ bags, seaboard. Mani- 


toba export patents are easier at 24s 6d 


@25s per 280 lbs, c.i.f. Glasgow, in jute, 


and the same prices are quoted to Liver- 
pool or London. These quotations are 
for January shipment. Local quotations 
for cars or mixed lots in jute bags are 
as follows: 


Per bbl 

Manitobas—First patent ......... $....@5.30 
ee ir in «e+» @4.80 
ee NG ba is wi ended kis tees ..@4.60 
SOcand COAG i.e oosicicceivecs es oo» - @4.20 


Ontario—90 per cent patent blends 4.80@4.90 


Blended straight@ .....sscescee 4.70@4.80 
Winter straigntd .. 6c crccsccces 4.80@4.90 


All per bbl in jute, delivered Ontario coun- 
ry points in car lots. Cotton bags, 10c per 
»b1 extra, 

Millfeed is easing off in some places 
and there is now a little lower range. 
Today’s selling price for spring and win- 
ter wheat bran in car lots at country 
points throughout Ontario is $20@21 per 
ton in 100-Ib bags; shorts, $23@25. 

Ontario winter wheat is fairly plenti- 
ful at country milling points and the 
price is easy. Some mills say they are 
not paying over 85c per bu for wagon- 
loads at their doors, while others report 


0c. Current quotations for car lots of 
spring and winter grades are as follows: 
Per bu 

B Ontarie WERter: o.cec ecco cane ns 91. @93 

No. PVE. 5S bbb vos secs ose -@93 
NO. 9 RUD. nc av suceececieans -@90% 
No, 3 northern ........ lace ere tac tie «+++ @88% 
Quotations for western spring wheats 


ae 





are for car lots on track Georgian Bay 


| ports, including winter storage. 


Oats and other coarse grains are not 
inoving very freely, but the demand is 


) expected to get better after the turn of 


the year. Prices are largely unchanged. 


» Quotations, per bu: 


No, 2 white Ontario oats ...... 34 @ 35 
No. 2 Canadian western ....... eee @ 41% 
No. 3 Canadian western ....... -@ 40 


Matting barley 60 @ 65 


Feed . Wee ss aipe aan ds cas 48 @ 52 
RYO <iecmee ee haa hese e ten oer 
Peas: Cepeees te tne ese cad eee. ----@1,20 
Buck WR ck a5 or cece ee eGade 48 @ 50 


Basis of quotations for western oats 


} in car lots at Bay ports; Ontario grains 


car lots, country points. 

For rolled oats, Ontario mills are ask- 
ing $2.20 per sack of 90 Ibs and $4.65 per 
bbl in wood for wholesale quantities de- 
livered anywhere between Sarnia and 
Montreal; oatmeal in 98- and 196-Ib 
packages, 10 per cent over rolled oats. 
For export, asking prices Glasgow, Liv- 
erpool or London, c.i.f. terms are: rolled 
Oats, 28s 6d per 280 Ibs; pinhead, medium 
and fine oatmeal, 27s 9d; coarse cut and 


) standard oatmeal, 27s 6d, per 280 lbs. 


NOTES 


United States corn is offering in To- 
ronto at 54e per bu for car lots of No. 3 





yellow natural, new crop, all-rail; kiln- 


; dried No. 3 yellow, 5614c; kiln-dried No. 
4 yellow, 5714,c. The volume of business 
})*ssing in this grain is quite large. 


An agent of the Canadian government, 
‘riting from Holland, says Canada is 
'ow getting about 10 per cent of the flour 
rade of that country, and that this per- 
entage could be largely increased if at- 


tention were paid to the business. The 
quality of spring wheat flour most in 
favor is made from No. 3 and No. 4 
wheat, and even No. 5 may be used to 
advantage. 





MONTREAL 

There was no important change in the 
local flour situation during the week, ex- 
cept that it was firmer in sympathy with 
the steady upward tendency of prices for 
wheat at both American and Canadian 
centers. In the early. part of the week 
a good business was done in spring wheat 
flour for both domestic and country ac- 
count, and the movement was large. 
Since the holiday season has set in the 
demand has eased up considerably, owing 
to the fact that buyers have no doubt 
provided for their wants for the time be- 
ing. Consequently, the market at pres- 
ent is very quiet, and little activity is 
expected until after the turn of the year, 
when millers expect a renewed good de- 
mand for supplies, as stocks in jobbers’ 
and consumers’ hands are light for this 
season of the year. . 

Winter wheat flour is very firm, owing 
to the continued unusual small offerings 
from Ontario millers and the light stocks 
on spot. The demand is steady, as con- 
sumers have not been able to provide for 
any future requirements on account of 
the limited supplies available. Spring 
wheat patent firsts are selling at $5.70, 
seconds at $5.20, and strong clears at $5 
per bbl in wood, and 30c¢ per bbl less in 
bags. Choice winter wheat patents have 
sold at $5.35, and straight rollers at $4.95 
@5 per bbl in wood, and the latter in 
bags at $2.35@2.40, with extras at $1.85 
@2 per bag. 

The export trade in spring wheat flour 
has been very quiet, as the demand from 
Europe is very limited, which to some ex- 
tent is attributed to the fact that they 
have considerable bought for future de- 
livery. Some of the millers state that 
they have their export surplus sold up 
to the end of February of the grades 
which are principally taken by foreign 
buyers, and this, coupled with the holi- 
day season now being on, no great im- 
provement is looked for in the near 
future. 

Receipts of flour for the week were 
4,614 sacks, compared with 3,368 last 
year. The exports from Portland and 
St. John for the week were 24,636 sacks, 
against 4,000 a year ago. 

A feature of the millfeed market has 
been the decline of $1 per ton in shorts, 
owing to increased supplies and the some- 
what limited demand, and sales have 
taken place at $24. Bran is quiet and 
unchanged at $21. Middlings are sell- 
ing at $28@30 per ton, including bags. 
The market for moullie is also quiet, but 
prices rule about steady, with sales of 
pure grain grades at $36@38 and mixed 
at $32@35 per ton. 

There is no change in the market for 
rolled oats, prices being steady. The 
volume of business doing is smaller, as 
buyers generally are now pretty well sup- 
plied for the present at $4.65 per bbl in 
wood, $2.20 per bag in jute and $2.25 per 
bag in cotton. The tone of the market 
for corn meal is steady at $4.50 per bbl 
in wood and at $2.12 per bag. Receipts 
of rolled oats for the week were nil, as 
compared with 2,204 sacks last year. The 
exports from Portland and St. John for 
the week were 2,792 sacks, against 5,975 
sacks and 9,300 cases a year ago. 

There continues to be a good inquiry 
from Europe for Manitoba spring wheat 
for shipment during the next three 
months from Portland and St. John, and 
also for spring shipment from here. As 
the prices bid in some instances were in 
line with exporters’ views, a steady busi- 


ness is being done, but the volume is not 
large, owing to the fact that holders gen- 
erally have confidence in the future 
course of prices and are not free sellers 
at present. The ocean grain freight sit- 
uation for spring shipment from here 
is much easier than at the closing of 
navigation for 1912. The rates being 
asked to all ports are on an average Is 
per qr lower, but they are fully Is@Is 6d 
higher than the rates the first engage- 
ments were made at a year ago. 

The local trade in oats this week has 
been very quiet, owing to the fact that 
buyers generally are pretty well supplied 
for the present. Consequently,’ little ac- 
tivity is expected until they work off 
stocks on hand. The market is steady 
and prices are unchanged, with No. 2 
Canadian western in car lots quoted at 
43 @431/,c, and extra No. 1 feed at 42@ 
42¥,c per bu, ex-store. The stock of 
oats in store is 1,495,036 bus, compared 
with 606,443 a year ago. 

The demand for American corn is qui- 
eter than it has been of late, but the tone 
of the market for old-crop No. 3 yellow 
is steady at 6914,@70c per bu, in car lots 
ex-store, while No. 3 mixed is 4¢ per bu 
lower at 65@65¥,c, and new-crop No. 3 
yellow has declined le per bu to 58@59c 
per bu. 

There is no change in the market for 
barley, business in Manitoba grades over 
the cable being much quieter, owing to 
the difficulty exporters are having in pur- 
chasing it in the Winnipeg market on 
account of the smaller deliveries. On- 
tario malting’ barley is also quiet and 
steady at 76@80c per bu ex-store, and 
Manitoba feed barley is quoted at 60@ 
Gle per bu ex-store. 


RECORD GRAIN 


The Department of Trade. and Com- 
merce at Ottawa has just compiled the 
figures showing the total grain shipments 
eastward for the grain year 1911-12, 
which ended on Aug. 31. The figures 
easily pass all records. The total amount 
shipped by lake and rail was 139,322,961 
bus, compared with 93,380,326 in 1911, 
and 98,837,867 in 1910. The figures are 
as follows: 


SHIPMENTS 





Vessel 
Wheat, DUS...... 87,837,412 7§ 
Og ge 20,767,883 1; 
Se a ee 2,929,859 1 
Flaxseed, bus ..... 4,154,830 ,443,32 
SS Ee hate so pensar 7,064 4,540 


Tuomas S. Bark. 
Montreal, Que., Dec. 30. 


* MANITOBA 


The domestic demand for flour has 
been temporarily affected by the holidays. 
The outlook continues good, however, and 
the millers expect a healthy situation 
after Jan. 1. The export demand con- 
tinues fair. The net prices on flour to 
Manitoba points, in carloads, cotton bags, 
delivered to the retail trade, are: best 
patents, $5.40 per bbl; seconds, $4.90; 
first clears, $4.20; lower grades, $2.90; 
flour in jute bags, 10c per bbl less. 

There is a fairly good movement of 
feeds on western account, but on account 
of the situation in coarse grains, ground 


feeds have declined $1 per ton. Bran 
and shorts remain unchanged, with a 
satisfactory demand from outside. The 


following are the net carload prices quot- 
ed to the retail trade in Manitoba? 

Bran, in 100-lb bags 

Shorts, in 100-Ib bags..... 
Oat chop, in bulk 
Barley chop, in bulk...... ae 
Mixed barley and oats, in bulk. 
Oil cake 


.$17.00@18.00 
+ sees es @20.00 
-»@25.00 
- +» @24,00 
.@25.00 
ee -» @M31,00 

Rolled oats and oatmeal remain at the 
decline of 10c per sack reported last 
weck, with a steady demand. Rolled oats 
are quoted at $2.05 per sack of 80 lbs; 
standard and granulated oatmeal, $2.55 
per sack of 98 lbs. There has been a 


fairly good demand for oats for the east- 
ern Canada trade. Receipts of this grain 
are large, although prices are moderate. 
Some authorities say that the oat crop of 
western Canada is not in the aggregate 
as large as is generally estimated. The 
closing price of No. 2 Canadian western 
oats at the week-end was 31'4c, com- 
pared with 3154¢ the preceding Saturday. 

There was a fairly good demand for 
barley during the week, but there are 
no new features of importance to report. 
The closing price of No. 3 barley on Sat- 
urday was 46c, compared with 4514¢ the 
previous Saturday. There was consider- 
able activity in flaxseed on some days 


Prices have been fluctuating within a 
range of a few cents. The closing price 
of No. 1 northwestern at the week-end 


was $1.03, compared with $1.06 on Dee. 
91. 

The wheat trade in Winnipeg is appar- 
ently in a healthy condition, although 
there is no great activity at this season. 
There was a fairly good casu wheat busi- 
ness during the week. Receipts from the 
country continue fairly large for the time 
of the year, the weather being exceeding- 
ly favorable for railway work. The holi- 
day season has tended to restrict activity 
on the market, but there is very little 
complaint of lack of interest. The fol- 
lowing were the closing prices of wheat 
in the Winnipeg market on each day of 





the week: 
. a Cash ——Futures - 
In 2n 3n Dex May July 
Dec 23. 81% 7814 75 S1% 85% 87 
Dec 24° ; ; 
Dec 25* : ‘ ° > 
Dec 26. 82 79 R25 61% 7% 
Dec Ma « 81% 78% “ £1% £5™% 87 
Dec. 28. 81% 78% 1% S6 87% 
*Holiday. 
AT THE LAKE PORTS 


Arrangements are being completed by 
Canadian government officials to have 
ice-breakers keep the harbors open at 
Fort William and Port Arthur until 
about Jan. 20, in order that vessels that 
are wintering there may be able to move 
from dock to dock to take on grain. Since 
the close of navigation grain stocks have 
been rapidly increasing at the Head of 
the Lakes, and there is considerable con- 


gestion. Last Thursday the Canadian 
Pacific Railway asked the terminal ele- 
vators not to load any more cars for a 


few days. There were then standing in 
the yards 800 cars loaded with grain, and 
the elevators had orders on hand to load 
about 1,500 more cars., 


The Superior elevator at Fort William, 


which has been under construction for 
Parrish & Heimbecker, Winnipeg, has 
been opened for business. It has a ca- 


pacity of 150,000 bus. 
. R. W. Morrison. 
Winnipeg, Man., Dec. 30. 


MARITIME PROVINCES 


Ontario flours were reduced 10c per 
bbl last week. Manitoba bran and mid- 
dlings are down $1@2 per ton, respec- 
tively, and are quoted at $22 per ton for 
bran and $25 for middlings. In Ontario 
bran and middlings the situation is much 
the samé. Bran has dropped $1 per ton 
and is offered at the same figure as Mani- 
toba bran, but middlings are down $3 per 
ton. This makes the quotation for On- 
tario middlings $24 per ton. The demand 
is good. All prices for feeds are quoted 
in car lots, f.o.b. track, St. John. 

Manitoba flours are quoted at $5.90 
per bbl for the best quality and at $5.40 
for strong bakers. Ontario flours are 
quoted at $5.30 per bbl, compared with 
$5.40 last week. 

Quotations for feed flour, rolled oats 
and standard oatmeal are unchanged. 
Corn meal is down, the local mills quot- 
ing as low as $1.32 per bag and the im- 
ported article being obtainable for $1.62. 
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Quotations for flour are for car lots, in 
wood, f.o.b. track, St. John. 

Advices from Halifax are to the ef- 
fect that the recent declines have also 
gone into effect there. The quotations 
rule as in St. John, with an advance of 
5c per bbl on flour and 50c per ton on 
feeds to pay for additional freights. 

A. E. McGintey. 

St. John, N. B., Dec. 30. 





BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Trade is very quiet. Business steady. 

The latest prices are: patents, local 
milling, $6.65; bakers, $6.20; low-grade, 
$4.40; rye flour, $6.20, all per bbl in 49’s, 
cotton. Oats, $30; barley, $32; bran, $28; 
shorts, $30, all per ton sacked; oatmeal, 
$3.80 per 100 lbs. No. 1 northern, 85%4¢; 
No. 2, 8234c; No. 3, 7934¢. 


A bill is to be brought before the Do- 
minion Parliament for the establishment 
of a harbor board for Vancouver. The 
Dominion government is likely to build 
at least two elevators on Burrard Inlet 
(Vancouver’s main harbor) next year. 

L. W. Makovsk1. 

Vancouver, B. C., Dec. 30. 





ARGENTINA 


In connection with the proposed ad- 
mission into the country of sacking and 
bags duty free, proposed by the govern- 
ment, a report that has just been drawn 
up by the statistical department of the 
Ministry of Agriculture states that it is 
the high price of raw material which has 
caused the increase in the price of bags. 
This information has been supplied by 
the manufacturers. It is stated that the 
business of bag-making is not as profit- 
able as appears, as during the past year 
there was a considerable falling off in the 
output, which is confirmed by the reduc- 
tion of 10,000 tons on the import of hes- 
sians, but this is evidently due to the 
abuse brought about by high prices, and 
the large increase in the export of cereals 
in bulk, by which means it has been pos- 
sible to reduce the number of bags re- 
quired by about 20,000,000. Free import 
of bags will, in the opinion of many, be a 
satisfactory solution of this question. 

The statistical and rural economy de- 
partment of the Ministry of Agriculture 
has published its first estimate of the 
areas under wheat and linseed, which 
compares as follows with the returns for 
1911-12 (in hectares of 2.471 acres each): 








WHEAT 
1912-13 1911-12 
hectares hectares 
Buenos Aires .........- 2,346,000 2,430,000 
eR BPO oF 6060000 0 0% 1,183,000 1,260,000 
NN oo ogg 9 6 reacece 2,025,000 1,970,000 
Tintre Rios ....--2++-- 321.000 310,000 
WRMEDE. ccccaccocveeccaes 893,000 837,000 
EE ops ond dee ne sineae 100,000 90,000 
ae 6,868,000 6,897,000 
LINSEED 
Buenos Aires ......... 428,000 508,000 
OMe FO encasesccvss 580,000 593,000 
Cs 5s 50440002 ROS 400,000 276,000 
SS 307,000 235,000 
NT, «85-6 60:06 bn 9:6 0.9.00 21.000 13,000 
 cacts ce techaseens 9,000 5,000 
AERIS. ok icen apace ee 1,745,000 1,630,000 


On Nov. 13 rain fell throughout the 
north and center, becoming very heavy in 
north Santa Fé, where linseed cutting is 
general. This rain was not altogether 
welcome, but it is not believed that any 
serious damage was done. On Nov. 17 
very heavy hailstorms were reported from 
the Rosario district, but as this part is 
principally under maize it did not affect 
wheat or linseed to any great extent. In 
general it may be said that the wheat 
crop is in very good condition, promising 
a record harvest. As regards linseed, an 
estimate of 1,100,000 tons has been cir- 
culated. Oats prospects continue gen- 
erally favorable; there is every hope that 
we shall have an extraordinary yield, and 
harvesting promises to be earlier this 
year. Whereas the recent weather may 
have been slightly detrimental to wheat 
and linseed, it has been extremely suit- 
able for growing corn, which is in splen- 
did condition all through the country. 

Ernesto Danvers. 

Buenos Aires, Nov. 20, 1912. 


Elysian (Minn.) Milling Co: Flour 
sales very light. First clear in good de- 
mand at good prices. Directions are com- 
ing in slowly, but look for improvement 
in this respect after Jan. 1. Millfeed is 
holding steady and we look for still high- 
er prices. 
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TRANSIT IN NORTHWEST 


Ex-Governor Lind Presents Brief for Interior 
Northwestern Mills Before Commerce 
Commission at the Transit Hearing 


The interests of the interior mills of 
the Northwest were represented by ex- 
Governor John Lind, of Minnesota, at 
the hearing held in Washington on Dec. 
30-31 by the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission on the milling-in-transit rules. 

Mr. Lind reviewed the development of 
Minneapolis as a dominating grain and 
milling center, and the growth of interior 
mills under favorable rates made by the 
North-Western, Milwaukee and _ other 
roads, to the end of the carriers securing 
the long haul on wheat and products to 
Chicago and other lake ports. He cited 
various rate decisions by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, bearing on the 
rate situation, 

Out of this strife and conflict between 
localities and railroad interests, said ex- 
Governor Lind, there had gradually been 
evolved a system of settled rates on grain 
and grain products from the Northwest 
to the primary market at Minneapolis, 
and to those on the lakes, that was work- 
ing fairly satisfactorily and with com- 
parative equality of opportunity to all 
concerned. Rebates, discrimination and 
strife had ceased. 

The rate question on wheat and its 
products seemed solved and settled in 
this territory, until the equilibrium was 
destroyed by the promulgation and en- 
forcement of the milling-in-transit order, 
effective Aug. 15, 1912. That order, what- 
ever its effect in other sections of the 
country, in the territory here involved it 
absolutely destroyed the parity of the 
rates that had been worked out and es- 
tablished step by step during a period of 
more than 30 years. 

In the Northwest, so far as the interior 
millers are concerned, the transit privi- 
lege is not a concession for their conven- 
ience or profit. It is part of the rates 
established by the railroads for the trans- 
portation of the commodities and to in- 
sure parity in rates and charges, between 
the interior mills and the terminal mills. 
In the Listman case, supra (8 I. C. C.), 
at page 59, the commission said: 

“The six lines from Minneapolis then 
(1888) entered into an agreement or un- 
derstanding concerning the adjustment 
of local and through rates. The Mil- 
waukee, with its Hastings & Dakota di- 
vision, established the basis of local rates 
on wheat at Minneapolis. 

“To illustrate: With a rate of, sav, 20c 
at that time from Aberdeen to Minne- 
apolis, the through rate, Aberdeen to 
Milwaukée or Chicago, was made 10c 
higher. The local rate on. flour from 
Minneapolis to Milwaukee or Chicago 
was fixed at 121/4,c. So the combined locals 
were justly 214c in excess of the through 
rate on wheat. As before stated, the 
roads continued the transit system at 
other interior mills, but added the 214c 
arbitrary.” 

This illustration applies virtually to 
all the rates and mills in the Northwest. 
The milling-in-transit, by the arrange- 
ment referred to. became an “arbitrary” 
for the purpose of equalizing rates and 
conditions. 

By later tariffs, sanctioned by the com- 
mission and duly promulgated, the 21/4,c 
charge in connection with the milling-in- 
transit “arbitrary” was eliminated at 
most of the interior mills, and the out- 
bound rate from Minneapolis to Chicago 
was reduced to 10c. 

Speaking broadly, it'may be said that 
the interior mills in this section and the 
mills at Minneapolis grind the same kind 
and quality of wheat and produce the 
same character of product. They are 
competitors in the purchase of their raw 
material, and in the sale of their prod- 
ucts. The margin of profit on an aver- 
age in the manufacture of 100 lbs of 
wheat does not exceed 214c. 

With such narrow margin, it requires 
no argument to demonstrate that the 
least disadvantage in rates and charges 
for transportation means an immediate 
loss of profit and the destruction of the 
mill affected. 

In the adjustment of the freight rates 
between the different localities and in- 
terests during the last 40 years, as here- 
in outlined, the transit privilege accorded 
the interior mills has always been deemed 
by the railroads and accepted by the 

interior millers as the equivalent of the 
in-and-out rates at Minneapolis. 


» ances. 


The interior mills, by their transit 
rates, can reach but a small percentage 
of the points in the states of Iowa, IIli- 
nois and Wisconsin that are open to the 
in-and-out rates from Minneapolis. It 
follows that at many points open to the 
Minneapolis mills, on in-and-out rates, 
the interior mills can only do business 
on the basis of flat rates, which are from 
15 to 25 per cent higher than the Minne- 
apolis rates. 

The vital point to be borne in mind 
is that the transit privilege, which has 
been regarded as the rate equivalent to 
the in-and-out rate at Minneapolis, is the 
transit privilege as it was accorded by 
the railroads and practiced bv the mill- 
ers before the promulgation of the order 
of Aug. 15. Under the practice as it 
existed before that date, there were no 
restrictions prohibiting the temporary 
use of the product of transit wheat to 
supply an order for flour or feed at a 
point taking only a flat rate and the sub- 
sequent use of local wheat to fill out the 
transit shipment as business required. 
There was no rule requiring “division of 
products.” Customers could be furnished 
a carload of flour or a carload of offal, 
as they desired, without reference to the 
status of any product account. No ex- 
pensive system of accounting was ex- 
acted, nor the daily cancellation of transit. 

In recent years the railroads very 
properly insisted on an annual cut-off at 
which time any unused transit held by 
the miller was canceled. This was the 
only restriction which the interior miller 
was subjected to. 

The system, as then practiced, afforded 
the interior millers considerable liberty 
in the conduct of his business and a fair 
opportunity to compete for trade. 

In a highly competitive - market like 
that of flour and feed, the manufacturer 
cannot dictate the price nor the time of 
delivery of his product. He must sell 
when his customer wishes to buy, and 
furnish the products which his customer 
can use, whether it be flour or feed. He 
must be able to sell at non-transit points, 
as well as transit points, and make de- 
livery as desired, or retire from business. 

From the best information obtainable, 
at least 20 per cent of the interior mill- 
ers’ product on an average must be mar- 
keted at non-transit points and on flat 
rates. These flat rates from the interior 
mills average much higher than rates out 
of Minneapolis, and higher than the Min- 
neapolis rate to Chicago. 

If the interior miller could always have 
on hand an ample supply of non-transit 
wheat, so that the demand at non-transit 
points could be supplied from the non- 
transit stock, the situation would present 
no problem. The extra cost of the book- 
keeping required might be borne. But 
the fact is that it is impossible for the 
interior miller to constantly carry an 
adequate stock of non-transit wheat. It 
is not to be had. 

There is only one place in the North- 
west where wheat can be bought at any 
and all times, and that is Minneapolis. 
For an interior miller to buy wheat in 
the Minneapolis market and ship it to his 
mill on a flat rate would increase his rate 
on an average not less than 30 per cent 
over the Minneapolis rate to any point 
where the product could be sold. Busi- 
ness cannot be done on that basis. 

After treating of the uncertainty of 
the movement of wheat from farms, Gov- 
ernor Lind savs: 

Under the practice in vogue prior to 
Aug. 15, the local miller used the product 
of his transit grain to temporarily supply 
the demand at the non-transit points and 
this product was sent out on the full 
open tariff rate, the same as the product 
of the non-transit grain would have been 
forwarded had it been available at that 
time for the purpose. Later, when the 
local grain came in, its product was used 
to cancel the accumulated transit bal- 
By this method the mill and the 
railroad were given uninterrupted busi- 
ness; no rate was defeated, local or 
through. The railroad secured the car- 
riage of every bushel of grain that the 
locality produced, at the tariff rates, and 
every shipment under the through rate 
was fully completed without the impair- 
ment of that rate in the least degree, or 
the excess billing was canceled at the 
cut-off. The only one who suffered was 
the miller, who necessarily was compelled 
to carry a large proportion of his capital 
invested in transportation that he could 
not complete for the time being. 
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We submit that this necessary, open 
and beneficent method of conducting the 
milling business at the interior mills 
does not merit the sweeping denuncia- 
tions of illegality and criminality that 
are contained in the majority opinion of 
June 5, and we insist that the practice 
was neither illegal nor criminal until the 
attempt made‘to make it such by the 
order of Aug. 12. 

It may be suggested that, if the in- 
terior millers cannot have non-transit 
grain on hand at all times, they must 
abandon the non-transit market. But 
that is virtually equivalent to saying that 
they must abandon their business. The 
fact is, they cannot continue to do busi- 
ness under the rule requiring daily can- 
cellations of surplus transit. 

The continuance of this rule will not 
only destroy’the interior mills and virtu- 
ally .confiscate the capital invested in 
them, but it will seriously affect the 
prices of.grain at the interior milling 
points to the prejudice of the farmer. 
The interior miller now usually pays the 
local farmer a considerable premium, 
either in price or grade, over the terminal 
market price, less the freight. 

It seems to us that the commission, in 
denouncing the practice above explained, 
as “substitution,” had no adequate un- 
derstanding of the facts and the situa- 
tion. The practice had none of the ele- 
ments of the “substitution” resorted to 
for the purpose of defeating the pub- 
lished rates. 

The rules now in force permit identi- 
cally the same kind of “substitution,” 
provided the operation is completed with- 
in the same day. A carload of transit 
wheat received at an interior mill and 
milled in the forenoon may be shipped 
on a flat rate to a non-transit point in 
the afternoon of the same day, and an- 
other carload of farmers’ wheat may be 
taken in at the mill, ground and forward- 
ed on the earlier transit. The commis- 
sion concedes that, in this operation, 
neither law nor morals are violated. If 
that be true, and it cannot be otherwise, 
we ask upon what theory of reasoning or 
by what logic can the operation be de- 
nounced as criminal or corrupt if its 
completion is extended over a period of 
24 weeks instead of 24 hours? 

The most cursory examination of the 
rates in this section, through and local, 
will demonstrate that the transit privi- 
lege, as practiced for upwards of 30 
years, did not and could not be employed 
so as to defeat any rates. There has 
never been a complaint before the com- 
mission of any infraction of the pub- 
lished rates through the exercise of. the 
transit privilege by any interior mill in 
the Northwest. 

In the recent case Re Transportation 
of Wool, etc.. 23 I. C. C. Rep. 151, the 
commission, in an exhaustive opinion, 
considered one phase of the transit privi- 
lege not unlike the former practice that 
prevailed in the Northwest, in principl, 
and sanctioned the assortment and grad- 
ing of wool in transit. Such manipula- 
tion of the wool involves more “substitu- 
tion” than the milling-in-transit as here- 
tofore practiced. But the commission 
justified it by reasoning and logic that is 
unanswerable. The language, page 171, is: 

“In so far as transit lends itself to the 
defeating of the published rate, or to 
the preference of one individual or lo- 
cality over another, this commission his 
condemned it. 


“Transit in many cases is beneficial in 


its application. When it can be applied 
without discrimination it results in the 
diffusion of business, in giving to rival 
communities the relative advantages ‘0 
which they are entitled, and which can |e 


accorded them in no other way, and. — 


generally speaking, in the application >f 
lower transportation charges. 
“The commercial operations of tlis 


country have in many instances grown 1p 
upon the exercise of transit privileges. || 
and could have been developed in 10) | 
This commission has never 


other way. 
held that transit was to be condemned 
in so far as it was beneficial and could 
properly be applied.”. 


There was no cause for the promulga- 4 


tion of the rule prohibiting milling-in- 


transit, as practiced at the interior mills 


of the Northwest. As the rule is causing 
great loss of business and increase in 
rates, and, if continued, will bankrup! 
many if not all of the mills, it is earnestly 
prayed that it be revoked as to the 
Northwest. 
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CHICAGO, DEC. 28 33%c; No. 4 white, 32% @33c, nominal; No. good. Receipts were liberal, mostly me- 530 bus; no exports; stock, 95,122 bus. Clos- 
FLOUR—Prices, carload and round lots, 2 oats, 334%c; No. 3 oats, 32@32%c; No. 4 dium and low. At times low Wisconsin was ing prices, local car lots: No. 2 white, 40% 
‘hice ° oats, 3l1%c, nominal. dull and unsalable. No. 2, 72@75c; medium, @41e; standarc white, 39%@40c; No. 3 
f.0.b, Chicago: 314 inal lull and labl No. 2, 72@75 Hi 1 & 
8@i1c; N Q 50@7T0c; No. 50@64c; re- y », 38% Be aN 387@38ec; si > 
SPRING WHEAT FLOUR STOCKS BY PRINCIPAL GRADES seated is@ bse; pe et AR ye ng Wiseon- sete “eo mae 
Leading Minneapolis brands, % Dec, 28 Dec. 21 Dec. 30 sin, 48@70c. 
sacks or wood, per 196 Ibs, less 1912 1912 1911 RYE—Firm early in the week; later easi- TOLEDO, DEC, 28 
usual discounts for cash t < No. 2 red wheat.1,107,886 1,094,853 2,560,309 er ‘losi %e lower The demand fe s 
a ash to re si No. 2 hard wheat 846.88$ 817.101 47.047 er, closing ‘2c lower. The demand was FLOUR—Quotations, carload and round 
Spring wheat patents, jute.......°400@420 No. 2 corn ..... $4,155 < 30688 18.905 - Ealgporn geport. goed reds with country  °® ©¢-0- Toledo, wood banth: 
§ eS ee : 2 Beta meee ne riety oa - s > por rade Ww “0 ry . 
Spring wheat straights, jute...... 3.80@3.90 No. 2 white corn. 2,329 2,529  ....-. millers and southern distillers on choice. SOFT WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 
Spring wheat clears, jute......... 3.40@3.60 hg e = oe Pg Heer hag Receipts moderate; quality up to the av- Patent, standard ......... i ae $5.05@5.15 
i ge iggy a yond Jute......0- ryt ge No F 4 pas oy belay eee . 2184 10°78 sige Bo 63% @64%c; No. 2, 62@63%e; PURINE nea iis n6:6904.8 9 eo0r 4.95 @5. 
° U le Bec ec cee secce “ @M2.3 r d =e a alld a » Oy Oe 0c, Year 45 
City mills’ sprin atents, jute 3.95 @4.10 No. 3 white oats. 41,466 80,944 185,913 " dC 1.55 @4. 
tity gp ; --. 3.95@4. Standard cate ; 14.160 10.190 35.932 CORN—Declined 1%@2c for the week, SPRING WHEAT FLOUI IN JUTE 
WINTER WHEAT FLOUR No. 2 rye ....... 11,932 13,012 5,889 With demand good at ail times for the best. | SUING . aeteied TP 
h jut 4.75 @ 4.90 Shippers were liberal buyers and. millers Patent, Toledo-made ............ $4.15 @4,.25 
Secale. southern, Bol "jute Janne eit 4.65 WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS took considerable white. Receipts large and First clear, Toledo-made ......... -@4,00 
Gist, Southern, BUI, jute......... 2166410 nn a TT ee as ete nin ee MILL. ERD —Car iote in 160-1 sacks, per 
Patent, Michigan, per. bbl, jute... 4.70@4.90 ae sees: eee ek ee, Ce eee lta, Cab, Teele: 
; ig comet 2 oe a a a F bl 7.8 52 8 97 all grades. The quality improved and more itis : 
Straight, Michigan, per bbl, jute. 4.40@4.60 lour, bbls... 47,830 52,910 38,400 51,970 : ‘ . - : x 99 7h@O 
- : ee Y ett Wheat, bus.. 683,013 221,100 634,030 238,700 choice yellow was offered. Good sales were Winter wheat bran ............ $22.75 @ 23.00 
HARD WINTER FLOUR Corn, Nes.... 900590 Sen.cn eaaneee sensen 86mm to enive, eo eee Ce Mua Hh dog 
i c j 14.35 Oats, bus.... 579,700 188,700 467,880 417,750 yellow, 45%@47%c; No. yellow, %4 @ BRIO OTABR | 22.0.4 0:04-0:82 ces gecee eee 44.20@ 29, 
abel ge rag en “ag i a ae aie Rye, bus..... ° "8/200 1,100 : 540 8'800 46c; No. 4, 43@46c; sample grade, 40%@ Spring wheat mixed feed....... ++» @21.00 
2S gi a Lage cs gl a pl ‘eouse as . Gariey, bi 51,200 11.200 13,830 121,800  43¢; No. 3 white, 47@47%c; No. 4 white, WHEAT—Clo “ices No. 2 red: 
Clear, Kansas, per bbl, jute...... 3.50@3.65 arley, bus.. 51,200 200 830 121,800 44% @46c . sing prices No. 2 red: 
1, @ . Cash Dec. May July 
RYE FLOUR KANSAS CITY, DEC. 28 OATS—Declined 1%c for the week, with Monday $1.12 ¥, 12% 1.16% 94 
ay Sar jo P Ast a BY .eeccee 1c” lt” 10% -94% 
Rye flour, white, jute ............ 3.00@3.10 is F demand good at all times. Receipts for Tuesday ..... 1.125% 1.12% 1.16% 945 
Rye flour, standard, jute......... 8593.00 ta R Following are the nominal quo” the week moderate; quality gave satisfac- Wednesday* soci aan i $e # 
% $ , 7 adelaide Mee pg ot agate oie: tion. Shippers report good trade with the Thursday 1.13 1.13 
MILLFEED—Millers are not anxious sell- flour, carload and round iots, f.o.b. Kansas East on clipped and natural Millers want- ‘bes! 2 or Bee 
ers of either spring bran or middlings for City in jute, per barrel of 196 lbs: 6d thé best for milling purposes, Standard Acne 4 seteeee Pi faee 
pe ne need pu Cave, Cxcenune 12 viet Patent ....$3.75@3.95 Clear .....$3.05@3.25  33%@34%c; No. 3 white, 32%@34%c; No. "siolday | _ 
cars. Values show equal strength to those Straight 3.65@3.80 Low-grade 2.50@3.00 4 white, 31@33%c. . dg 
of a week ago. Spring bran is quoted at, h . Receipts last week 19 cars, of which 3 
$20 for prompt, 50c more for January de- Established differentials are observed in WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS graded contract. A year ago receipts were 
livery. Middlings $21 for prompt and $21.50 quoting flour in wood or cotton packages. Hacetote Siiinnven te 33 cars, of which 25 graded contract. 
and $21.75 for January and February deliv- Quotations to buyers in central states are tac OR Be Sty ; 2 : : ? 
A - ase 75 95 pe i i Riv- 1912 1911 1912 911 CORN—Receipts last week were 121 cars, 
ery Winter bran is held at $21.50; mid- based on $3.75@3.95 per bbl at Missouri Riv > bd ae awe jr BS 
dlings, $24; red dog, $25.50, in 100-Ib sacks er, for straight patent hard wheat flour, in Flour, bbls... 49,720 70,600 73,648 of which 47 graded contract. A year ago 
4c V tgp poder nga J cotton quarter sacks, arrival draft terms, Wheat, bus.. 182,850 108,480 19,304 receipts were 67 cars, of which 2 graded 
_CORN GOODS— Active demand at an ad- In central states high patent is quoted 20 Corn, bus.... 823,640 51,980 2 157,930 contract. Quotations: cash, 50%c; Decem- 
vance of about 5c for the week. Prices at @30c higher than the prices for straight Oats, bus.... 676,800 156,400 166,730 ber, 50%c; May, 50c; July, 51c. Local cash 
the close were $1.09 for meal and $1.10 for patent given above. Barley, bus.. 529,100 189,800 79,150 prices in store and through billed: No. 3 
grits in 100-lb sacks. By “straight” or “straight patent” a 95 Rye, bus..... 80,300 32,640 59,300 63,560 yellow, 50%c; No. 3 white, 49%c; No. 3 
RYE—Prices ‘for rye ruled steady with per cent flour is usually meant—5 per cent Feed, tons... 2,060 2,400 4,195 4,862 mixed, 47% @48%c; No. 4 yellow, 47@48e; 
enough demand to take the receipts. Track low-grade off. No. : La ao lg 8c; No. 4 mixed, 45@46c; 
lots of No. 2 rye sold at 62@63%c; No. 3, “High patent” is usually from 65 to 80 > ! LP 1 9 sample, 54@ 46c. 
55@60c; No. 4, 50@56c. per cent. PHILADELPHIA, DEC. 28 OATS—Receipts last week 44 cars, of 


WHEAT—Cash wheat demand moderate 
most of the week, with interior mills tak- 
ing small round lots. Saturday sales were 
the largest, 140,000 bus to mills, For track 
lots premiums were unchanged. No, 2 red, 


18@18%ec over May, at $1.09@1.10; No. 3 
red, $1.03@1.08; No. 4, 90c@$1. No. 2 
hard in store le over December, ranging 
865%, @87ce; track lots, 88%@91%c; No. 3 
hard, 87@9ic; No. 4, 78@85c for poor to 


choice, Good speculative and milling de- 
mand for spring wheat; No. 1 northern on 
track, 89@89%c; No. 2, 87@88%c; No. 2 
spring, 86@88c; No. 3, 82@86c; No. 4, 78@ 
S4de; velvet chaff, 80@88%c, all grades; 
durum, 81@89c. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
Receipts and shipments of flour and grain 


for the week with comparisons (000’s omit- 
ted), were: 

7-Receipts— --Shipments—, 

1912 1911 1912 1911 
Flour, bbls..... 190 117 97 71 
Wheat, bus.... 391 201 444 288 
Corn, Giles <s'« 3,762 1,090 1,176 831 
Oats, bus...... 2,637 1,399 1,288 1,092 
Rye, BG... 56 46 22 16 
Barley, bus.... 870 527 212 115 





ST. LOUIS, DEC, 28 


FLOUR — Following are nominal quota- 
tions, carload and round lots, f.o.b. St. Louis: 





SOFT WHEAT FLOUR (IN,WOOD) 
Lge ES ore neces twa eg ad $5.05 @5.20 
Second patent. .....cccseccescores 4.60@4.80 
Extra Meme CiGte) 2 occ cccceccces 4.25 @4.35 
Low-grade and clears (jute)..... 3.00@3.45 

HARD WINTER FLOUR (IN JUTE) 

Quotations per 196 lbs, in 140-lb jute bags: 
i aNCy Patent ......seeccessccess $4.00@4.15 
DUTRIGMS 25565 v0 ss ont es vicaceess vo 3.75 @3.95 
PWG Ce ee es ccesawent 3.30@3.50 
Low-grades to second clears..... 3.00 @3.30 
RyO Gre POE oC ec ccccederees 3.90@ 4.20 

CORN GOODS—Quotations for kiln-dried 
products per bbl of 190 Ibs: corn meal, $3.70; 
cream meal, $3.50; pearl meal, grits and 
hominy, $4, 

MILLFEED — Quotations in 100-lb bags, 





‘sis East St. Louis: for shipment, soft 

at bran, 98c@$1; hard wheat bran, 96c; 
mixed feed, $1; middlings, $1.10@1.20. At 
mills to eity trade: bran, $1.01@1.02; mid- 





a ea 
: eae eS 


estandard, 


ings, $1.10@1.40. 
WHEAT—Values steady; pretty good de- 
mand, Local millers and shippers light 


uyers of No. 2 and No. 3 red, and offerings _ 








pr y well cleaned up. Receipts 355 cars, 
‘Sainst 354 the previous week. Prices at 
“aturday’s close: No. 2 red, $1.05@1.09; No. 
_ red, $1.02@1.04%; No. 4 red, 92@94c; 
No, 2 hard, 88% @90c; No. 3 hard, 86@88c; 
No. 4 hard, 84@86c. 

*. ORN—Market dull and dragging; values 
arely steady, to %@1%c lower all round. 


receipts 531 cars, against 545 the week pe- 
+09 Saturday’s closing prices: No. 2 corn, 
5 


N 4 No. 3 corn, 44@44%c; No. 4 corn, 43c; 
wa. 2 yellow, 45@45%c; No. 3 yellow, 44% 
O the; No. 4 yellow, 43@43%c; No. 2 white, 

@49c; No, 3 white, 47@47%c; No. 4 white, 


43% @ 44¢, nominal. 

p ATS—Strong, with values unchanged. 

Ste ge pretty good for both white and 
xed, 


spec shippers and local trade cleaning up 
mpd the supply; quality good. Receipts 
re 227 cars, against 183 the previous 

eek. Saturday’s close: No. 2 white, 34%c; 
33% @34c; No. 3 white, 33%@ 


Kansas mills hold 95 per cent wheat flours 
at $3.45@3.65, net, jute, Kansas City. 

MILLFEED—Feed continues steady and 
strong, with an active market. Buyers are 
bidding 92c for early shipment and 2@4c 
higher for deferred delivery. Shorts are 
also active and quite scarce, Quotations, 
basis Kansas City, in 100-lb sacks, per 100 
lbs: bran, 92@94c; shorts, 97c@$1; corn 
chop, 89c. 

WHEAT—The market is rather quiet, 
without much change in prices. There is 
a fair general demand for the moderate of- 
ferings. In the interior, exporters continue 
to pay stiff prices for low-grade wheat. 
Millers are buying only for immediate wants, 
Cash prices: hard wheat, No. 2, 84@S85c; 
No. 3, 82% @84c; No. 4, 79@82c; soft wheat, 





No. 2, $1.01@1.05; No. 3, 98c@$1.02; No. 4, 
89@97e. 
CORN—Receipts were much larger. De- 


mand was only fair, some samples being left 
over at the close. Shippers and local deal- 
ers were the best buyers. Cash prices were 





unchanged on the week. Mixed corn, No. 

2, 46%@47c; No. 3, 43@43%c; white corn, 

No. 2, 46%c; No. 3, 44c. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

7-Receipts— --Shipments— 
1912 1911 1912 1911 

Wheat, bus.. 656,400 146,400 518,400 126,000 

Corn, bus.... 586,250 333,600 197,500 

Oats, bus.... 102,000 95,200 71,400 

Rye, bus..... Of RSA 2,200 

Barley, bus 7,000 2,800 

Bran, tons... 280 420 

Hay, tons.... 10,500 2,124 ‘ 

Flour, bbls... 6,250 30,250 16,000 








MILWAUKEE, DEC, 28 
FLOUR—Whelesale prices: 








Hard spring wheat patent, wood.$4.45@4.65 
Hard spring wheat straight, wood 4.30@4.40 
MEEDOTE. DACOML, WOOE os cecccceves 4.10@4.20 
Ge SE, TR 5 os.9 as: baas os.02.4'0 3.85 @3.90 
tye flour, 195 lbs, standard city 

blended brands, wood .:....... 3.60@3.70 
Rye flour, country blended, jute.. 3.10@3.30 
Wvé GOP, MOVE, IMI cccccciccees «os « @3.80 
Kansas straight, cotton .......... ooo 8.95 
Kiln-dried granulated white corn 

meal, SOR ti, OOCtOM bce c sc cans -@1,40 
Kiln-dried granulated yellow corn 

ment, 160 Im, Cotten ...-cecser oe - @1.35 

MILLFEED—Strong, with standard bran 
quoted at $20.75; standard fine middlings, 
$20.50; rye feed, $19.75; flour middlings, 
$23.50; red dog, $25.50; hominy feed, $21.50 
@22; all in 100-lb sacks. Demand good; 
offerings light. 

WHEAT—Steady to %e lower for the 
week, with demand good from millers and 
shippers, who bought liberally of choice. 
Receipts moderate and quality gave satis- 
faction. Shippers report good trade with 


country millers on choice 
No, 1 northern, 88 @90c; 


milling grades. 
No. 2, 86@88ce; No. 


3. 78@85c; No. 1 velvet, 86@87%c; No. 2, 
85 @86%e, > 

No. 1 nor No. 2 nor No. 3 nor 
Monday 8814 @89 87 @87% 79@83 
Tuesday .. 89 @89% 86%@87% 80@83 
Wedn’'sd’y* ....@ Diese SORE 


See tate 
89 @89% 86 


Thursday.. @ 88 80@82.. 

Friday . 89% @90 87 @88& 78 @85 

Saturday.. 88 @89% 87 @87% 78@83 
*Holiday. 


BARLEY—Firm most of the week, with 
demand good from maltsters, who wanted 
the best grades of malting. Shippers were 
liberal buyers and the week's business was 





bbis 
1,000 
6,496 
lbs in 


FLOUR—Receipts this week 6,760 
and 10,393,234 lbs in sacks. Exports, 
sacks to London, 2,800 to Glasgow and 
to Rotterdam. Quotations, per 196 
wood: 

Winter Spring City Mills 
.--$4.75@5.10 $4.40@4.65 $4.75@5.10 
4.40@4.65 4.25@4.40 4.40@4.65 
4.10@4.25 4.00@4.20 4.10@4.25 

Spring patent favorite brands, $5.25@5.! 

City mills’ choice and fancy patent, $5 
@ 5.50. 

Kansas straight, per 196 lbs in sacks, $4.10 
@ 4.30. 


Patent 
Straight 
First clear. 








RYE FLOUR—Market quiet, but steady 
under light offerings. Quotations: Pennsyl- 
vania flour, 196 Ibs in wood, $3.60@3.75; 


western, 196 lbs in sacks, $3.50@3.75. 














MILLFEED—tTrade more active, and the 
market ruled firm and higher under small 
supplies. Quotations: 

Winter bran, bulk, per ton— 

RSG Sirens aid aie dia 9 ok 0 @ S $23.50@ 24.00 

HO BECO. Cesnevk enews be ages 23.50@ 24.00 
Spring bran, 100-lb sacks, ton— 

7 MOE wccccn 23.75 @ 24.25 

To arrive, lake-and-rail...... 23.50 @ 24.00 
White middlings, to arrive, 100- 

RRS AREAS etre tai 25.50 @ 26.50 
Standard middlings, to arrive, 

PRGeE OMOUE, 6 sic Saisres:e00e eee 23.50 @ 24.00 
Red dog, to arrive, 140-lb sacks. 28.00@28.50 
Shorts, to arrive, 100-lb sacks.. 23.50@24, 
Mixed feed, to arr., 100-lb sacks 24.50@25.! 

OATMEAL—Market firm under a fair de- 
mand, Quotations: ground, per 200 Ibs, 
wood, $4.95; patent cut, per 200 Ibs, wood, 
$4.95@5.22; rolled, steam and kiln-dried, per 
180 lbs in wood, $4.20@4.45; pearl barley, 
in 100-lb sacks, $3.75@4.40. 

CORN PRODUCTS—Quiet, but firm under 
light offerings. Quotations: 100-lb 

Bbis sacks 


. 
Kiln-dried yellow mreal.$3.60@4.00 $1.70@1.90 
Granulated yellow meal 3.80@4.20 1.75@2.00 
Granulated white meal. 3.90@4.30 1.80@2.05 





Yellow table meal..... 3.60@4.10 1.70@1.95 
White table meal...... 3.60@4.10 1.70@1.95 
White corn flour....... 4.10@4.50 1.95@2.15 
Yellow corn flour...... 4.10@4.50 1.95@2.15 
Pearl hominy ..... - 4.25@4.50 2.05@2.15 
Hominy and grits, case 1.25@1.50 ....@.... 

WHEAT—Offerings moderate, and market 


%c higher under stronger outside advices, 
but trade quiet. teceipts, 475,292 bus; ex- 
ports, 449,404; stock, 1,072,960. We quote 
winter wheat for milling, 99c@$1.02 per bu. 
Closing prices in car lots, per bu: 
ONE OES a ae ioe ae 97% @98 
a i a Aer 94% @95 
1 | GF 2 a ee Ee 92% @93 
OES RE oe ee 92 @92% 
ie A een ee 891% @90 
No. 1 northern, Duluth, new..... 96% @97 

CORN—The market for export deliveries 
quiet, but steady under moderate offerings. 
Local car lots dull and unchanged. Re- 
ceipts, 105,409 bus; exports, 26,229; stock, 
$5,238. Closing prices, per bu: 

CAR LOTS FOR LOCAL TRADE 


No. 2 mixed, export elevator, 

Met GE TARUGIT os caseccnnce 52 @52% 
New No. 2 yellow, kiln-dried.... 56 @58 
New No. 2 yellow, natugal....... 54 @55 
New steamer yellow, natural..... 53 @54 
New No, 3 yellow, natural....... 52 @53 
New No. 4 yellow, natural....... 5 @52 
New no-grade, as to condition... 40 @50 
New coh, per 76 1D6.....cccocece 53 @54 


OATS—Supplies small and values steadily 
maintained, but trade slow. Receipts, 197,- 


which 5 
ceipts 


graded 
were 9 cars, 


contract. A year 
of which 


re- 
con- 


ago 
8 graded 








tract. Quotations: cash, 35%c; December, 
35%c; May, 35%c. Local cash pric in 
store and through billed: standard, Cc; 
No. 3 white, 344% @35c; No. 4 white, 33% 


@34%c; sample, 31@33c. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


7-Receipts— --Shipments— 

1912 1911 1912 1911 
Wheat, bus... 19,000 51,000 48,600 26,000 
Corn, bus..... 127,300 100,000 42,800 80,100 
Oats! bus..... 


66,000 21,000 78,800 32,500 


NEW YORK, DEC, 28 
Flour quotations per bbl in car lots: 








Sacks Wood 
Spring—Patents ...... $4.10@4.40 $4.40@4.70 
Firat clear@ ......+. 2.75@4.05 4.05@4.30 
Low-grades ........ 3.35@3.60 ....@.... 
Winter—Patents ..... 4.50@4.95 4.80@5 
iy) ae -25@4.45 4.55 @4.75 
Low-grades ........ 3.75@4.00 ....@.... 
Kansas straights ..... 4.05 @4,25 o@ sate 


EXPORTS FOR THE WEEK 
Out of 95,438 
from New York 


packages of flour shipped 
this week, Liverpool re- 
ceived 1,548, London 11,549, Southampton 
500, Bristol 3,500, Glasgow 3,498, Hamburg 
41,743, Rotterdam 3,300, Antwerp 300, Bremen 
1,500, the West Indies 56,000. 

Out of 615,084 bus of wheat shipped from 
New York this week, 71,989 were destined 
for Liverpool, 103,338 for Hull, 8,000 for 
Bristol, 39,788 for Hamburg, 7,990 for Rot- 
terdam, 260,042 for Antwerp, 51,960 for 
Havre, 71,977 for Dunkirk. 

WHEAT—Quiet and firm. The 
market over the holidays improved in 
and a better inquiry for cash wheat devel- 
oped. Bids after the holidays were higher 
for Manitoba wheat. Exporters state that 
there are a great many contracts outstand- 
ing to be filled, and that shipments will be 
free for some weeks. Quotations: No. 2 
red, nominal, $1.08; No. 1 macaroni, $1.04%; 
No. 1 northern spring, 974%c; No. 2 hard 
winter, 99%c; No. 1 northern Manitoba, 
99%ec; No. 2 northern Manitoba, 964%c; No. 
3 northern Manitoba, 93%c, 

CORN—Quiet 
ness in corn not 





wheat 
tone, 





Export busi- 
very active, but some busi- 
ness is being done all the time. Demand 
better, due to freer offerings from the in- 
terior on account of the larger receipts from 
the country. 


and steady. 


OATS—Quiet and firm. Exporters are do- 
ing very little. The large supplies avail- 
able from the new Argentine crop are ex- 


pected to be an important factor in the ex- 
port situation. 

RYE FLOUR—Dull and 
are low, and the market 
little. Prices are quoted at 
3.80 per bbl in jute. 

MILLFEED—Firm, with fair demand. 
Prices have further improved, and the mar- 
ket is from $1 to nearly $2 up: from the ex- 
treme low. The spot position seems to be 
well controlled and offerings to arrive have 
been taken in good volume. Quotations: 
coarse western spring bran in 100-lb sacks, 
$24; standard middlings, $24; flour mid- 
dlings, $27; red dog to arrive, in 140-lb 
sacks, $27.10; oil meal, $33@34.50; city bulk 
bran, $23, 100-lb sacks $24.35; heavy feed, 
bulk $22.50, in 100-lb sacks $24; middlings, 
$23 @30.50. 

CORN MEAL—Dull and 
local business, Some export 


steady. Prices 
has steadied but 
$3.45 up to 


steady. Fair 
business, 
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MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN 


Dec. 31.—The Minneapolis wheat market 
for the week was narrow and tame. 

The sentiment locally is bearish. The 
wheat market is narrow, fluctuations being 
small, with very little trading outside of 
that of a professional or hedging character. 

Grain men who have recently visited Chi- 
eago have returned reflecting bearish senti- 
ment. Prominent grain men in Chicago 
look upon world’s conditions as being pre- 
cursory of further declines in wheat. 

The range of May and July in the Min- 
neapolis market was within %c. High and 
low points for the week were: December, 
81%c and 80%c; May, 86%c and 83%c; July, 
88%e and 87%c. 

Compared with last Tuesday’s close, No. 1 
northern and No. 2 northern are unchanged, 
December wheat is 4c higher, May and July 
wheats are %c higher. 

Cash wheat demand at Minneapolis has 
shown a marked improvement in the last 
two days, and quite a little of that which 
has been carried over on track unsold has 
been disposed of. Prices, however, have not 
advanced. Millers are discriminating against 
wheat loaded in Great Northern and North- 
ern Pacific cars, because these cars cannot 
be used for shipping flour eastward. Ele- 
vator companies, consequently, are getting 
the northern wheat at a %c discount. 

No. 1 northern, blue-stem, is quoted at 3% 
@2%ec under May, and velvet chaff at 4@ 
3%c under; No. 2 northern, blue-stem, 5% 
@4%c under May, and velvet chaff at 7@6c 
under; No. 3 wheat, 10@6%c under. No- 
grade, according to condition and quality, 
sells at: 62@78c. 

The appended table shows closing prices in 
cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of No. 
northern, No. 2 northern, No. 3 northern, 
December, May and July wheat: 


Dee. in 2n 7—No. 3—, Dec. May July 
20.. 82% 80% 78 @ 779% 81% 86 87% 
21.. 82% 80% T7%@ 79 80% 85% 87% 
23.. 82% 80% 78 @ 79% 81% 86 87% 
24.. 82% 80% 78 @ 79% 81% 85% 87% 
26.. 83 81 78% @ 79% 81% 86% 88 


27.. 82% 80% 78 @ 79% 81% 85% 87% 


28.. 82% 80% 77% @ 79% 81% 85% 87% 

30.. 82% 80% 77% @ 79% 81% 85% 87% 

31.. 82% 80% 78 @ 79%. 81% 86 87% 

+2 108 106 103 @103% .... 107% 108% 
+4t 106% 104% 102% @104 ---. 114% 113% 
*Holiday. tJanuary. 11911. 


Daily closing prices of macaroni wheat in 
Minneapolis were: 


Dec. No.1 No.2 No.3* Dec. No.1 No. 2 No. 3* 
25t. ecee 28... 85% 838% .... 
26... 841% 82% oo-+ 830... 85% 83% 
27... 85% 83% 81% 31... 85% 83% 82. 

*Average of cash sales. fHoliday. 

The average of cash sales at Minneapolis 

of No. 4, rejected and no-grade wheat were 
as follows: 
Dec. No.4 Rej. N.G. Dec. No.4 Rej. N.G. 
25°... cane Stee Gece Caen Tene. oe 
SO. cand Tue Te 30... 80 72% 73% 
a 76% 73% 31... 76 74 71% 

*Holiday. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
Receipts at Minneapolis by weeks ending 
D 


Saturday were: ec. 30 
Dec. 28 Dec. 21 1911 
Wheat, bus ..... 3,843,700 4,260,000 1,445,270 
Pieur, bois ...+% 10,667 11,630 12,910 
Millstuff, tons.... 1,428 1,065 708 
oy | 232,460 327,250 38,850 
Oats, bus ....... 611,100 566,000 115,910 
Barley, bus ..... 972,020 895,120 174,800 
eye, BUS cccvces 94,160 109,080 23,000 


Flaxseed, bus ... 633,360 530,150 291,490 
Shipments from Minneapolis by weeks 


ending Saturday were: Dec. 30 
Dec. 28 Dec. 21 1911 
Wheat, bus ..... 714,150 689,130 405,670 
Flour, bbis ..... 282,387 372,212 265,135 
Millstuff, tons.... 8,669 11,704 9,388 
Camm, DWE cccccck 160,920 147,000 77,700 
Oates, bus ...... . 480,850 . 374,550 267,260 
Barley, bus ..... 680,720 .795,170 283,800 
Bye, BUS ...sse-0 102,960 80,400 30,510 


Flaxseed, bus ... 57,330 41,410 68,640 
RECEIPTS BY GRADE 


At Minneapolis for the week ending Sat- 
urday, the receipts of wheat by cars were 
as follows, with comparisons: 

Dec. 30 Dee. 31 
Dec. 28 Dec. 21 1911 1910 


























No. 1 hard ....-+ 14 6 6 
No. 1 northern. .1,036 1,154 135 440 
No. 2 northern. 796 935 497 444 
WE Bdnccaceee’s 17 232 394 118 
ONS rrr re dad .os 117 1 
Rejected cceen we 72 70 97 46 
No-grade ......- 762 951 172 30 

Totals, spring.2,851 3,348 1,412 1,085 
Hard winter .... 136 81 226 360 
Macaroni ...... 128 139 17 161 
Barre . ae 19 24 20 
Western, ......- 12 7 27 2 

Totals .....-+- 3,141 3,594 1,706 1,628 


MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 


Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators was 
reported as follows by the Chamber of Com- 
merce on dates given, in bushels (000’s omit- 
ted): Dec. 30 

Dec. 28 Dec. 21 Dec. 14 1911 
No. 1 hard .... .181 173 166 
No. 1 northern. 8,976 8,400 7,565 3,262 
No. 2 northern. 5,673 5,196 4,681 6,819 
Other grades .. 3,023 2,678 2,414 8,163 





Totals ...... 17,853 16,447 14,826 18,244 
In 1910 ..... . 14,284 13,583 12,677 ..... 
Tm 19808 .s.ce- 2,904 2,698 2,594 ese 
In 1908 ...... +14,426 13,914 13,402 ..... 


COARSE GRAIN STOCKS 
Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 


at Minneapolis, in bushels, were: Dec. 30 

Dec. 28 Dec. 21 1911 
Gee: vcvtouaes oeee 102,345 53,813 70,818 
OGRE .crcee weeeess 701,676 708,559 1,945,019 
DOP. ccetinsese . 926,909 937,104 871,021 
TE abiccenccacese 494,601 536,067 378,417 
Flaxseed . 237,909 128,828 321,326 
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COARSE GRAIN PRICES 


Daily closing cash prices of No. 3 yellow 
2 rye and the 
range of quotations on barley at Minneapolis 


corn, No. 


white oats, 


during the week were, per bushel: 


Dec. Corn 
24.. 41% @42 


26,.. 41 @41% 

27.. 414% @42 

28.. 41 @41% 
41 @41% 


30.. 
* Holiday. 


Rye 
@58 
avPev.ce 
@58 
O45 





Flour Exports 

New York, Dec. 31.—(Special Telegram)— 
Exports of flour, given in barrels, from all 
Atlantic and Gulf ports for the weeks end- 
ing on. the following dates, were: 


Dec. 30 


Destination— Dec. 28 Dec. 21 Dec. 14 


London 
Liverpool 


“Bristol ... 
Christiania 


Southampton .. 


Manchester 
Dublin ... 
Belfast ... 
Antwerp .. 


Hamburg 


Bremen .. 
Amsterdam 


Rotterdam 


Copenhagen 
Denmark . 


Norway, Sweden 


Russia ... 
CMOS. cosas 
eee 


San Domingo .. 
Other W. i’s.. 
Cen. America.. 


Brazil ... 


B. WM. America.. 


Africa ... 
Others ... 


Totals . 


Chicago 


St. Louis.. 
New York. 
Kans, City. 
Winnipeg.. 


Mola... ...< 
Duluth 
Chicago 


St. Louis.. 
Kans. City. 
Winnipeg.. 


Mpls. * 

Duluth*... 
Chicago*.. 
St. Louis— 


2 hard .. 
-107% 


Milw’ kee*. 
Toledo— 

2 red . 
Ww innipeg*. 


*No. 1 northe rn, 


Baltimore 


Boston ... 
Buffalo ... 


Afloat 
Chicago 


Detroit ey 
Duluth ... 


Afloat 


Galveston aoe 
Indianapolis. 
Kansas City. 


Milwaukee 


Minneapolis. . 
New Orleans. 
New York... 


Afloat 


Omaha ... 
Peoria .... 
Philadelphia. 


St. Louis 


Toledo ... 


Totals 


Dec, 21, 1912 
Dec. 30, 1911 
Dec,. 31, 1910 
Jan. 2, 1909 

Changes for the week: 
1,854,000 bus; 
Decreases—Rye, 246,000 bus; barley, 313,000. 
In Bond Inereases—Wheat, 935,000 bus; 
“ Decrease—Oats, 11,000 bus. 


ley, 13,000. 


Receipts of flaxseed for week ended Satur- 
day and stocks in store at Minneapolis and 
Duluth, are shown below in bushels (000's 


omitted): 


Minneapolis 
| 


Totals ... 


50,558 
19,527 
34,321 
16,349 
3,071 
8,928 
3,577 











Barley 


OCEAN RATES 


42@60 

42@60 
@58 42@ 

54% @57% 42@60 


Ocean rates on flour from Atlantic ports, 
as quoted in Minneapolis Tuesday, 
, in cents per 100 Ibs: 





New Bos- Balti- del- 
ton more gn News 


privet to edansin Pe ‘ae rates are 
subject to confirmation. 
Montreal to Glasgow, 








Closing Wheat Prices 

Closing prices of May, 
wheat at points named, 
week, per bushel, w 
MAY 
Tues Wed Thurs Fri 


JULY 


87% 
87% 
88% 
875% 
83% 


CASH WHEAT 


82% 
83% 
89% 


90% 





85% 


-102% 


89% 


-112% 





Visible Grain Supply 
Visible supply of grain in the United States 
in bushels (000’s omitted): 


waent 


July and 
on each day of the 


Sat 

28 
85% 
86% 
91% 
92% 
97% 
85% 
86 


87% 
87% 
88 5% 
87% 
83% 
87% 


82% 
82% 
89% 


91 


72 
% 109% 107% 


86 


102% 103% 
8914 88% 


ie 112 


81% 


Rates on flour for domestic shipment, 
rail from Kansas City to points named, 
cents per 100 Ibs: 


Va. com. points. 25. 70 


domestic and export, 
bulk lines operating via Milwaukee, 
than above rates. 

MILLFEED — Millfeed 
points are uniformly 1c under flour rates 
quoted above, being based on Ic less per 100 
lbs to the Mississippi River crossings. 

Inland rates all-rail on flour for export, 
Kansas City to ports named: 


. 26.00 Baltimore 


rates to eastern 


KRKKKI 


. 24.00 Portland (Me.). 26. 00 
- 25.00 St. John, N. B.. 

Rates on flour in sacks, prompt iieicne. 
via Atlantic ports, 
ports named, in cents per 100 lbs: 


Comme m am 
Se ee | 





On certain ports lower rates may be had 
through Gulf ports. 

Export rates apply only on carload mini- 
mum of 44,000 lbs, unless capacity of car is 





1,615 


63,168 
61,314 
70,489 
44,282 
27,738 


corn, 














144 
34 


139 


265 


128 
55 
154 


8,532 1,801 7 
8,421 2,047 
5,140 18,754 1,432 


491 
814 


Increases—Wheat, 
oats, 111,000. 


-In store—, 
1912 1911 

238 
1,693 





1,931 





Rye Briy St. Louis or East St. 


eign ports, ali-rail: 


All-rail rates on flour for export, 
in cents per 100 lbs: 


in cents per 100 lbs: 


21.70 Washington 


com. points. is 70 


in cents per 100 lbs, from 
Toledo to points named: 


New York.14.50 16.00 
Philad’hia, 13.50 14.00 


N’p’t News.12.50 13.00 
13.00 
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5 COOPERS’ CHIPS 

For the week ended Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was unloaded by three Min- 
neapolis shops as follows: elm staves, 12 
cars; heading, 4; patent hoops, 3; wire 
hoops, 1; total, 20. 


The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
19,016 barrels for the week ended Satur- 
day represented the consumption approx- 
imately of 87,600 patent hoops, 64,500 
wire hoops. 


The sales and make of, flour barrels by 
three Minneapolis shops for the week ended 
on the dates given below were: 


Sales. Make 
1912 1911 1910 1909 1912 

Dec, 28.*19,770 21,555 19,100 29,805 ° 24,220 
Dec. 21. 30,270 31,165 31,115 86,345 35,430 
Dec, 14. 31,275 22,535 27,290 29,910 37,830 
Dec. 7. 36,525 22,195 22,890 20,840 38,855 
Nov. 30. 37.600 22,690 20,680 16,790 37,650 
*These figures include 1,511 half-barrels, 
two half-barrels being counted as one barrel. 


Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock, prompt shipment f.o.b. cars, Minne- 
apolis: 


Michigan elm staves, M........ $10.75 @11.25 
Bass wood heading, set......... 7%@ 8c 

Birch heading, 17%, set........ ooo @ Tc 

PALONG MOONE OS Bevieevicdecscews 10.50@11.00 
Patent hoops, £% ft... ccccecces 10.00@10.50 
DIVCR WAVES, Bs ssvcccvserevees 10.00@10.75 
BOaGh StaVeEs, Mi... ccccsecesccces 10.00@10.75 
PEIGHOTS ROOOH, Moos. ccs ceccess 6.00@ 6.50 
Head linings, carload, M........ -30@ .40 
Head linings, small lots, M..... -40@_ .50 


Special reports to the Northwestern Miller, 
from northwestern shops outside of Minne- 
apolis, as to the use of flour barrels, show: 


No. --—Barrels—, No. 1911 


shops” sold made shops_ sold 
Dec. 28 . 1,060 2,670 6 3,220 
Dec. 22....% 6,260 8,405 6 5,615 
Dec. 14....6 6,400 6,675 6 4,540 
Dec, 7....6 7.580 9,875 5 6,245 
Nov. 30....6 5,655 9,375 6 3,660 


Following are the points reporting: Fari- 
bault, Red Wing, Mankato and Shakopee. 

The same shops unloaded the following 
stock: one car of patent coiled hoops, one 
car of heading, one car of Wisconsin elm 
staves, 


Northwestern atin 


F. E. Browder, assistant manager 
Hubbard Milling Co., Mankato, Minn: 
Sales of flour last week were very light. 
Cl ars are in a little better demand. Di- 
rections on old orders are slower, but no 
more than expected during the holiday 
season. Millfeed is in strong demand at 
advanced prices. Movement of wheat 
locally is very light. While country of- 
ferings have ‘fallen off, there is a ‘little 
more disposition to sell for deferred ship- 
ment on the recent advance. 


B. B. Sheffield, Big Diamond Mills Co., 
Minneapolis: There is an increased move- 
ment of wheat from farms in southern 
Minnesota, owing largely to the sple we 
sleighing and the slow advance in whea 
Look for very light receipts after  saty: 1, 
as Minnesota farmers are well able to 
carry their wheat and will hold for con- 
siderably higher prices. Flour demand 
very dull; directions coming in slowly. 
Clears are in good demand. Brisk de- 
mand for millfeed at higher prices. 


J. F. Armstrong, Eagle Roller Mill 
Co., New Ulm, Minn: Absolutely nothing 
doing in flour at present, either in new 
business or shipping directions. This, 
of course, is attributable to the holidays. 
We have an accumulation of shipping 
directions on old orders, and can run 
steadily. Movement of wheat is at a 
standstill. Do not look for any improve- 
ment, either in demand for flour or move- 
ment of wheat, until after Jan. 1 

Crescent Milling Co., Fairfax, Minn: 
Flour sales fair. Clears of good quality 
in demand at the lower prices. Direc- 
tions on old orders are available about 
as needed. Millfeed is strong both for 
prompt and future shipment. Splendid 
condition of highways is inducing farm- 
ers to sell more wheat than they other- 
wise would at current prices. 

Osakis (Minn.) Milling Co: Flour sales 
good for this season; sold our output last 
week. Millfeed in good request at ad- 
vanced prices. Shipping instructions are 
coming as needed. No cancellations; 
signed orders are our protection. Wheat 
moving slowly; farmers not satisfied with 
prices. 


Minneapolis-Duluth Flaxseed Prices 
Daily closing prices per bushel of flaxseed 
in Minneapolis and Duluth: 
-——Mpls r ——Duluth— 
Svot Toarr, Spot Dee, May 
Dec, 24...$1.23%°1.24% 1.24% 1.24% 1.27% 


OE ee te re, eee eee ee 


Dec. 26... 1.22% 1.22% 1.23 1.22% 1.25% 
Dec, 27... 1.22% 1.22% 1.24% 1.24% 1.27% 
Dec, 28... 1.28% 1.23% 1.23% 1.23 1.26% 
Dec, 30. 1.23% 1.2 1,24 1.24 1,27 


*Holiday. 
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THE TRANSIT HEARING 


(Continued from page 25.) 
through joint rates at all transit points. 
George Koenig, miller, of Watertown, 
Wis., and KE. J. Lachmann, of Neenah, 
Wis., spoke in general indorsement of the 
ideas advanced by the northwestern rep- 
resentatives of the smaller mills. On be- 
half of the Wisconsin State Millers’ As- 
sociation Mr. Lachmann presented a 
statement, the salient points of which 
were as follows: 


WISCONSIN MILLERS’ STATEMENT 


“The Minneapolis local rate to our 
milling stations is 10¢c per 100 Ibs. The 
local rate from our milling stations to 
Chicago is from 10 to 12'%%¢ per 100 lbs; 
in other words, a combination of the local 
rates in and out will average more than 
double the through rates. It is readily 
perceived that, without a transit privi- 
lege, our Wisconsin millers could not do 
business on a competing basis beyond 
their town limits. Our members are pri- 
marily interested in transit privileges 
that will admit of competitive opportu- 
nity; in other words, they desire to be 
placed as nearly as possible on a parity 
with shippers at originating and rate- 
breaking points. 

“The transit rules and regulations in 
effect up to two or three years ago were 
based upon 30 or more years of experi- 
ence and practice, revised as changing 
conditions required and suited to the 
various sections of country in accordance 
with their needs, principally from the 
standpoint of equalizing transportation 
cost. 

“The more the present rules are dis- 
cussed and analyzed, the more we appre- 
ciate the need of modification along prac- 
tical lines, uniform if need be, with 
enough elasticity to equalize as near as 
possible from a competitive standpoint 
the conditions of all shippers as to cost 
of transportation, which means equal 
privileges as well as equal rates. Since 
the longer distance or circuitous route 
carrier is permitted to meet the rate of 
his short and direct line competitor, it is 
only meet and proper that the same con- 
sideration be extended by the carrier to 
the shipper similarly situated.” 

Judge Cowan, of Texas, read a letter 
which he had sent on behalf of Texas and 
other southwestern millers, showing the 
great injury that has been done to the 
milling business in that region by the 
commission’s orders and rules. What he 
said was indorsed and supplemented in 
brief statements contributed by ex-Gov- 
ernor Lind and Senator Long as to simi- 
lar hardships among the millers of the 
West and Northwest. 


RAILROAD REPRESENTATIVES SPEAK 

At this juncture in the proceedings, 
before the close of the Monday morning 
session, Commissioner Clements, speaking 
for the commission, stated that they de- 
sired to hear from the railroad repre- 
sentatives as to the suggested new rule, 
and that after the luncheon hour the time 
would be given to statements discussing 
the legal aspects of the question, the 
powers of the commission in the premises, 
and the various features of the interstate 
commerce law. 

D. M. Goodwyn, of the Louisville & 
Nashville road, responding to queries, de- 
clared that substitution at transit points 
could not be avoided, but he radically op- 
posed through joint rates, as working in- 
justice in many cases to the railroads, 
subjecting them to short-haul business 
only, making lines feeders in their own 
territory for business of other lines, ete. 
He was vigorously seconded as to the 
latter proposition by Attorney C. C. 
Wright, representing the Chicago & 
North-Western road, F. B. Houghton, of 
the Santa Fé, and others representing the 
New York Central, the Chicago, Milwau- 
kee & St. Paul and the Missouri Pacific. 

It was made clear, from the comments 
of the railway representatives and some 
things said by the commission members 
as to their power in the premises, that it 
would be practically impossible to obtain 
relief for the millers through joint rates. 
Indeed, it was stated by the millers from 
the sections where mills are on single 
lines of road that through joint rates 
would be no relief to them whatever. 

At the afternoon session the time was 
devoted to discussion of the legal aspects 
of the question, the conditions which pre- 
vail in the various sections as a result of 
the commission’s rulings, and what con- 
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ditions existed before those rules and 


orders were put into effect. 
TRANSIT IN SOUTHWEST 


The conditions of transit milling in the 
Southwest were portrayed by Judge 
Cowan, of Texas. He declared that the 
commission has erred in attempting to 
make too rigid rules without .a thorough 
understanding of the practical conditions 
which prevail in the milling business. He 
interpreted the interstate commerce law 
as authorizing the transit privilege and 
all similar practices which have grown 
up for the better conduct of milling busi- 
ness, and he asserted that the orders of 
the commission have been practically de- 
structive of milling at interior points be- 
cause of the enforcement of orders when 
no complaint had been made. 

Presiding Commissioner Clements in- 
terrupted to say that the commission wel- 
comed any criticism whatever as to the 
rules that had been made or orders issued, 
and that the commission wanted light on 
the subject, no matter what has been 
done or said by the body up to this time. 

Judge Cowan said the transit system 
does not violate the provisions of the in- 
terstate law and that nothing should be 
done under that law or the rules or or- 
ders which would have any effect except 
to place the millers in the interior on an 
equality with the terminal millers. The 
practice of transit milling would be rec- 
ognized by Congress if the facts were 
presented to that body and it would be 
quickly disclosed that Congress did not 
intend to work havoc in the milling indus- 
try by overturning practices that have 
the sanction of 50 years of undisturbed 
operations. He argued that the commis- 
sion has nothing to do with these prac- 
tices except to prevent and punish actual 
violations of the law which result in de- 
feating rates, and that it is not unlawful 
under the interstate act to allow transit 
milling to continue as it has in the past. 
Such permission of the continuation of 
these practices he asserted would not 
forestall the commission hearing com- 
plaints of particular cases at any time, 
but if left to stand as they have stood in 
the past, the interests of the great in- 
dustry would be subserved. 

With an elaborate chart, showing inter- 
secting railroads, a terminal mill and an 
interior mill, as well as an elevator, Judge 
Cowan, illustrated milling-in-transit and 
declared that. by a_ general circular 
authorizing milling-in-transit at a given 
point, every rate to and through such 
transit point on any grain or grain prod- 
uct would be saved to every shipper who 
sought to ship grain or grain products to 
or through such transit point regardless 
of whether there was actual milling-in- 
transit. 

In answer to a question by Commis- 
sioner Clements, whether such policy 
would in every case prevent the destruc- 
tion of a through rate, Judge Cowan af- 
firmed that it would and that there would 
he no possibilitv of rates being destroyed 
with proper policing at points of large 
operations. He declared that there is no 
escape from substitution of a certain 
character, as one kind of wheat for an- 
other, for all kinds and grades go into 
single bins, and this being recognized, all 
that is necessary for the commission to 
do is to make a general transit rate open 
to everybody and to all lines. He de- 
clared that it is impossible to obtain 
through joint rates, as too often this 
would work injustice to the railroads and 
at the same time such through joint rates 
would not be of any advantage to mills 
on single railway lines. . 


INTERIOR NORTHWESTERN MILLS 


An impassioned and vigorous address 
was made by former Governor Lind, in 
presenting the case of the interior mill- 
ers of the Northwest. Mr. Lind was em- 
vhatie in asserting that in the Northwest 
the business of transit milling is not a 
privilege accorded by the carriers, but is 
a part of a condition intended to be an 
aid in controlling the parity of rates be- 
tween the important points of milling 
and the chief centers for marketing prod- 
ucts. He asserted that the condition of 
transit milling was known to members of 
Congress when the interstate commerce 
law was framed and that no effort had 
been made by Congress to put any check 
upon the business of milling-in-transit or 
in any way to curb the business as it was 
transacted at transit milling points. He 
and Commissioner Clements were in Con- 


gress at the time when the original law 
was passed and could verify the state- 
ment that there was no intention on the 
part of Congress to injure those condi- 
tions which existed throughout the coun- 
try and which were intended to be helpful 
to the development of industry and busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Lind cited a case in which he was 
an attorney before the commission years 
ago when an issue had been raised grow- 
ing out of a case of milling-in-transit at 
La Crosse, Wis., where it was sought to 
impose a penalty of 214c above the regu- 
lar rate for such trangit privilege. This 
charge, Mr. Lind declared, was de- 
nounced by the commission as exorbitant 
and indefensible. “It was recognized,” 
he said, “in that decision that the transit 
privilege is a part of the system of trans- 
acting business which aided in maintain- 
ing a parity of rates between the Chicago 
and Minneapolis rail lines. The system 
of transit milling has been established 
for more than’ 40 years and the result of 
the recent rules and orders by the com- 
mission was to do irreparable injury to 
the local mills of the Northwest in which 
more than $25,000,000 of capital are in- 
vested and which have a daily capacity 
of more than 75,000 bbls of flour. With- 
out relief very many if not all of these 
interior mills will be destroyed.” 

Mr. Lind pointed to the particular con- 
ditions which govern milling in the North- 
west, conditions which do not exist in 
other sections, due to the fact that prac- 
tically all milling in the Northwest is 
from hard wheat, and there can be no 
such thing as defeating the true rate by 
substitution. The northwestern millers 
did not care anything about the so-called 
“color scheme,” and were as indifferent 
to that as millers in other sections might 
be to the daily cancellation of billing. He 
asserted that any practice that has been 
invoked under the milling-in-transit sys- 
tem which does not defeat the through 
rate should be carried into effect as the 
law intended by the commission, and no 
undue police regulations such as might 
be necessary at great terminal points 
should be enforced where they are not 
necessary by reason of the simple condi- 
tions which prevail at interior milling 
points, notably with those mills located 
on single lines. Referring particularly to 
this class of mills, he declared that any 
proposition calculated to enforce transit 
rules by enforcing through joint rates 
would be ineffective, because such rates 
would not be helpful to mills that are not 
at junction points where there are com- 
peting railway lines. 

It was strongly urged by Mr. Lind 
that, even if wagon-carried wheat in any 
section of the Northwest were sent out in 
milled products on through bills, there 
was no defeating of through rates. The 
railroads obtain all the transportation of 
grain because they ship all the grain that 
is shipped. whether as wheat or as manu- 
factured flour, and neither shipper, car- 
rier nor consumer is injured thereby. 

With a map before him, he described 
local conditions of milling in the North- 
west, part of Wisconsin, all of Minne- 
sota, part of Towa, the Dakotas and 
Montana, and explained the conditions 
that existed before local milling came to 
be an important factor and when the 
railroads first ran from Chicago into the 
Northwest and milling was developed on 
an important scale at Minneapolis. 

Grain transit to the local mills at dif- 
ferent seasons of the year and the ship- 
ping of the finished product were ex- 
plained by Mr. Lind. who called attention 
to the results from the orders of the com- 
mission as they operated upon a mill at 
Sleepy Eve, Minn., which mill had been a 
successful operator under the transit sys- 
tem, but is now being dismantled and 
part of its equipment taken to Canada, 
under expectations of more favorable 
milling conditions. 

It was emphasized by Mr. Lind that, 
under the operations of the transit sys- 
tem, down to the latest order of the com- 
mission. absolutely no complaint was 
made that rates had been defeated by 
the transit system or that shippers, car- 
riers or consumers had been injured 
thereby. It appeared to be only on sus- 
picion that in some instances, through 
peculiar notions obtained from some 
quarters where there might be substitu- 
tion of one kind of grain for another in 
transit and the through rates were de- 
feated, that the drastic rules and orders 
of the commission had been issued. It 
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was pointed out by him that even under 
some features of the rules, at least, it is 
conceded that the mixing and substitu- 
tion of grain is permitted. 

A summary of ex-Governor Lind’s 
brief will be found on page 34. 


. LEGAL ARGUMENTS 

An extended legal argument was made 
by Attorney F. B. James, of Cincinnati, 
in which he appealed to the commission 
to make a new rule in line with what is 
proposed by the commission of millers 
and others as a substitute for 76-A of 
the commission’s rule, which substitute, 
it was pointed out, presents affirmative 
propositions telling what the shippers 
and the railroads may do and may not 
do, whereas the present rules, which it is 
now sought to abrogate, merely point out 
negative propositions, namely, what the 
carriers and the shippers may not do. 
Mr. James analyzed the existing inter- 
state commerce law in relation to the 
Elkins’ amendment of 1906, to show that 
the practices in the transit milling system 
are recognized in the act itself. He as- 
serted that it is not only a recognized 
system, but the commission had decided 
in a recent wool case that it will enforce 
the enjoyment of the transit privilege as 
being fully recognized in section 6 of the 
existing law. 

“Of course the rates established,” Mr. 
James said, “like other features of the 
law in its operations, must be published 
as, part of the tariffs of the carrier, but 
the privilege of making — substitutions 
which do not defeat rates cannot be de- 
nied in the operations of so well-estab- 
lished a system, because the law has not 
authorized the striking down of the sys- 
tem.” In other words, Mr. James con- 
tended that under a decision by the com- 
mission, as late as the present year, it 
has been held that the body has power 
to require carriers to grant the transit 
privilege, and hence it is the duty of the 
commission to make such rules as will 
nermit of the successful operation of the 
transit privilege rather than to destroy it. 


SENATOR LONG'S ARGUMENT 

The hearing in the grain milling-in- 
transit practically closed Tuesday morn- 
ing with an argument extending more 
than two hours by former Senator Long. 
of Kansas. Mr. Long spoke particularly 
for the southwestern millers, but his ar- 
gument covered the entire question in all 
aspects of the law and facts. He gave a 
resumé of the conditions forced upon the 
millers by the rules of the commission 
and argued for the more liberal policy 
contained in the plan adopted at the 
Chicago conference, presented at Mon- 
dav’s hearing. He said the different con- 
ditions in the Southeast, compared with 
the Northwest and Southwest, resulted 
from what amounted to rate-breaking at 
Ohio and Mississippi River points, joint 
through rates and “any quantitv” shiv- 
ving privileges enjoyed at Memphis, 
Louisville and other southeastern points. 

He declared that transit operations 
differed now in all freight territories, and 
that policies pursued at Chicago under 
Central Freight Association transit per- 
mitted what is denied in other sections, 
because of different ideas obtained by the 
carriers as to the meaning of rule 76-A. 
He explained the assembling of Dakota, 
Kansas and Illinois wheat at Chicago 
and present out-shipments on tonnage 
basis. He declared that the present rule 
of the commission discriminated between 
the grain in elevator and grain in the 
mill, permitting the blending of grain, 
but by the “division of products” scheme 
denying the commercial necessity of 
blending in the mill operations. It is as 


impossible to maintain identity of prod-. 


uct in one case as in the other. All that 
should be done is to see to it that only so 
much outbound mill products went on the 
through rate as inbound grain from any 
source entered the mill. It is impossible 
to secure joint through rates, hence the 
rules for transit should be liberalized. 

In closing his argument, Senator Long 
called attention to the intent of Congress 
in creating the commission as an arm of 
Congress in rate-making. The commis- 
sion is an administrative body, not a 
court. 

The morning hearing was occupied 
briefly with statements bv L. Richards, 
of The Quaker Oats Co., Cedar Rapids, 
Towa, and George Koenig. of Watertown, 
Wis., covering the peculiar local condi- 
tions at interior transit points. 

Arrnour J. Donce. 
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James Craig, of R. Hunter Craig & 
Co., Ltd., Glasgow, was on the London 
market during the week. 

Sidney Klein, of William Klein & 
Sons, owing to ill health, has gone to 
Egypt, and will spend the rest of the 
winter at Hellduan. 


Harold V. James, of Arthur James & 
Co., Bristol, was a caller at this office 
during the week. He has recently re- 
turned from a trip to the United States 
and Canada. 


H. N. Bathgate, of H. N. Bathgate & 
Co., Bristol, was a visitor at the office 
during this week. Mr. Bathgate, having 
permanent offices at London and Liver- 
pool as well as at Bristol, spends much 
of his time visiting the various offices. 


THE LONDON MARKET 


The market remains very dull. Bakers 
are rarely in a mood for business before 
Christmas; aside from this there is noth- 
ing to bring them into the market, except 
actual need. Within the past fortnight 
the purely consumptive trade has looked 
up a little, as one baker or another has 
run out, but the market is still too much 
under bear influences to allow of free or 
even moderate buying forward. Wheat 
is still depressed, and this in itself makes 
business in flour all the harder. While 
the American and Canadian mills have 
recently made further concessions, their 
prices aye not yet low enough to tempt 
buyers on this market. 

A feature this season has been the 
large demand for Australian flour and 
the good prices that article has secured. 
Today Australians on spot are realizing 
28s@28s 6d ex-store, a price equal to top 
Minnesota patents. This is due to the 
relative scarcity of Australian flour and 
to the poor value which, country millers 
usually offer. Australian flour, miiled 
from wheat of British stock, but owing 
to its acclimatization in Australia of 
superior strength to English wheat, fills 
a distinct want in a season like this, 
when four-fifths of the country flour 
bears traces of being the product of bad- 
ly weathered wheat. 

Demand has been so dull throughout 
this past week that most kinds of foreign 
flour have dropped 3d on spot, but even 
at the decline buyers are as scarce as 
ever. American top spring wheat pat- 
ents are not worth more than 28s@28s 9d 
ex-store, while good Minnesota patents 
are going at 27s@27s 9d ex-store. Ameri- 
can mill prices are generally lower, of- 
fers of 27s 94@28s 9d c.i.f. being to hand 
for very good marks, while very useful 
Minnesota patents are offered at 26s 6d 
@2%s 6d c.i.f. 

American spring wheat clears are 
quiet, and about 3d lower on the week. 
Fancy marks are held on spot at 25s 9d 
@26s 3d ex-store, while first clears are 
worth 24s 94@25s 3d ex-store. American 
c.if. prices for fancy brands are now 25s 
@25s 3d c.i.f., while first clears are of- 
fered at 24s@24s 9d c.if. 

Kansas patents on spot of top quality 
are not worth more than 26s 3d@27s ex- 
store; good seconds are held at 24s 6d@ 
25s 6d ex-store. For good marks the 
mills generally ask 25s 6d@26s 3d c.i,f. 

Manitoba export patents have lost 3@ 
6d on the week, being quoted at 26@27s 
ex-store, while c.i.f. prices for January 


dispatch are quite 3@6d lower, say 25@ 
26s c.i.f. ; 

London-milled flour is 6d down on the 
week; best households are offered at 27s 
6d ex-mill, while patents are at 30s 6d 
ex-mill. 

English country flour is as dull as ever, 
and any stuff pressed for sale would 
fetch 3@6d less than the following quo- 
tations: roller whites, 24s 6d@25s 3d; 
good straights, 25s 3d@26s 6d; patents, 
26s@28s 9d, all ex-rail in London. Those 
figures can only be made from flour 
milled from well-conditioned wheat, but 
there are roller whites, not worth buying, 
offered at 23s. 


ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 
The following table shows entries of 
foreign flour into London for the past 
two weeks, with the respective countries 
of origin, in sacks of 280 lbs: 
Dec. 13 Dec. 6 











United States (Atlantic ports) 13,664 40,015 
i ECT Ree ee 2,725 13,425 
PN bis aka a Vi Waa 'e ee ed 'eie's0 2,375 1,125 
Awstrin-TIGAGATY .cccccicsecs 982 1,734 
I 605.65 6 ono 986 8.00600 808 rr 
Belgium 625 ee 
Germany .. 117 116 
Holland ,.. 40 79 
po) ee ce eae 5 pial 
BT ee cl te Pr eee 5,259 
I, os ne kh o Dike E Ne hee e068 oes 517 
BN e)6-6'0 0:40 4 65.00 S DESO CCS are 52 
| REY PT rere ee eee 5 

DOUG hid cei sisicisc ee dc cesis 21,341 62,327 


Average receipts for four weeks end- 
ing: 
Dec. 13 Nov. 15 Oct. 18 


Foreign wheat* ..... 120,675 126,229 113,547 
British wheatf ..... 2,171 2,563 3,604 
Foreign flourf ...... 36,573 36,721 25,722 
Foreign and British 

NES - cian aie Sasa 36% 62,958 63,507 53,407 


*Qrs (480 lbs). tQrs (504 lbs). {Sacks 
(280 lbs), 

Imports of foreign flour into the Unit- 
ed Kingdom, in hundredweights (112 
lbs), for the 11 months ended November, 
for three years: 


1912 1911 1910 
Argentina ...... 91,400 88,000 86,000 
AMMETONR ccccesec 647,250 422,000 396,700 
Austria-Hungary. 101,295 94,850 104,647 
TOOUITRME ccccaces 31,300 32,900 62,250 
MR wascskews 3,647,673 2,961,527 2,478,901 
BPTERCE 20sec fens 342,800 349,400 419,100 
Germany ....... 336,060 258,625 632,700 


United States....3,512,055 4,759,434 4,432,286 
Other countries.. 284,870 296,678 283,353 





NOtRIS cisco ss 8,994,703 9,263,414 8,795,927 
LONDON MONEY MARKET, DEC. 17 


A large amount of money was taken 
out of the Bank of England today against 
discounts, and the result was that call 
loans, which had fetched 4 per cent in the 
morning, were obtainable later at 31, 
and occasionally at less than that. For 
seven-day loans 414 per cent is asked. 
Discount rates are firm, as brokers do 
not care to buy bills at current quota- 
tions with the possibility of a 6 per cent 
bank rate in the near future. Three 
months’ bank bills are offered at 5 per 
cent, four months’ bills at 4 15-16, six 
months’ bills at 4144@45{, and trade bills 
at 54%,@5Y. The bank rate remains at 
5 per cent. 

The tendency has been downward for 
consols, but there was a slight improve- 
ment today, the price at the close being 
74, for money and 74%, for the account. 


LIVERPOOL, DEC. 17 


The foreign flour market, in the ab- 
sence of any fresh stimulating feature, 
has remained dull and featureless. Con- 
sumers are very shy and measure their 
purchases* by their absolute immediate 
requirements, though sellers are more 
disposed to make concessions to promote 
business. The sum total of business in 
any position is meager in the extreme 
and some merchants have declared the 
past week as the worst they have experi- 
enced for 12 months, and look forward 
for another fortnight at least to similar 
Stagnation of demand. 


AMERICAN AND CANADIAN FLOURS 
American and Canadian spring and 
winter wheat millers are not appreciably 
lower in their demands, but here and 
there a disposition is shown to invite 
offers. Importers, however, in present 
circumstances have no inclination to re- 
spond, and prefer to play a waiting game. 
In consequence, new business for ship- 
ment on the week is a negligible quan- 

tity. 

SHIPMENTS 


Shipments from all Atlantic ports, in- 
cluding Canada, to Liverpool last week 
were 11,000 sacks of 280 lbs, and to the 
United Kingdom 94,000 sacks, against 
48,000 the same week last year. Since 
Aug. 1 the total to the United Kingdom 
is 1,384,000 sacks, against 1,506,000 dur- 
ing the same period last season. 


HOME-MILLED FLOURS 

Local millers have further reduced 
their limits 6d per 280 lbs without cre- 
ating a renewed demand. The minimum 
for bakers grade is now 26s per 280 lbs, 
which is about 3s below the recent highest 
point quoted. 

I.OW-GRADE FLOURS 

Low-grade flours are not in request 
on spot. For shipment, American at re- 
cent prices does not appeal to importers, 
though cheaper than continental, which 
is quite out of reach. 


AUSTRALIAN FLOURS 
Australian flours on spot are not a 
free sale at recent prices. For ship- 
ment, new crop is offered at 26s c.i.f., 
which is 1s 6d above buyers’ views. 


SCOTCH MARKETS, DEC. 16 

The Glasgow flour importers are not 
in the best of moods; they find that the 
local millers are selling flours made from 
Manitoba wheat at as low as 26s deliv- 
ered, and they simply cannot compete 
against this. The consequence is that, so 
far as Manitoba flours are concerned, 
they are doing nothing. The bakers are 
so well supplied forward that they are 
not taking the least care of the future. 
Manitoba springs coming into this coun- 
try are being placed in store. 

Canadian 90 per cents are practically 
off the market; a few have been selling 
at 28s 6d. American soft winters might 
be likewise described; they are in the 
vicinity of 30s, that is for some of the 
seaboard flours, but the western soft win- 
ters are virtually not to be had. Minne- 
sotas are quoted at 27s 6d@28s, and are 
selling in small quantities. Kansans are 
meeting with an equally curtailed sale 
and are quoted at 26s 6d, delivered. 
Australians are off and on at 28s. 


OATMEAL 
Oatmeal in Glasgow is quiet of sale at 
previous currencies, viz., 32s 6d@35s per 
280 lbs for Scotch, 3ls 6d@32s 6d for 
Irish, and 30s 6d@31s 6d for Canadian. 


IMPORTS INTO GLASGOW 

The imports into Glasgow for the week 
ending Dec. 10 were: wheat, 22,365 qrs; 
flour, 22,141 sacks; oatmeal, 2,270 sacks. 
The imports since Sept. 1, 1912, to date 
amount to 353,344 qrs of wheat, 367,653 
sacks of flour, 30,020 sacks of oatmeal, 
147,917 qrs of maize. 


LEITH AND EDINBURGH 

The flour market in Leith has been far 
from active and prices are as before. 
The local millers quoted whites at 33s per 
280 lbs, extras at 3ls and supers at 29s, 
named mill sacks included. Liberal of- 
fers from the United States, good pros- 
pects .in Argentina, and milder weather 
at home all militated against the millers 
buying wheat. The Edinburgh prices for 
flour are the same as at Leith. Oatmeal 
millers have not altered their prices, 


which are 40s for best and 43s for spe- 
cially fine, while the oatmeal millers of 
Midlothian ask 40s for their manufacture. 
IMPORTS AT LEITH AND GRANTON 
The imports last week at Leith and 


Granton were: 
Wheat, Barley, Flour, 


qrs ars sacks 
PEOTtR Bek BOCES occa Ke-00e 519 4,884 
North American ports 25,913 2,678 8,004 
Black Sea ports ..... 6,666 26,050 aan 
BRIE POTU svseciece weese 2,395 475 


IRISH MARKETS, DEC. 17 


The little improvement exhibited in the 
flour trade during the past week has dis- 
appeared and the week ended in a dull 
and depressing state. Prices for some 
classes of strong flours have been excep- 
tionally weak, particularly in outside 
brands of Manitoba flours. The demand 
on breadstuffs has been very poor, par- 
ticularly in the north of Ireland, which 
can only be accounted for by the ex- 
tremely mild weather we have had. 

Minneapolis flours have maintained a 
fairly steady tone during the week, mill- 
ers still being willing to accept 27s net 
c.i.f., either port, for very best brands, 
but there is a distinct pause in the de- 
mand and no inclination to follow up the 
recent business done. In Minnesota flours 
there is nothing doing, and there have 
been no arrivals. 

Kansas flours are again weaker. Some 
mills are not offering at anything like a 
competitive value as compared with Mani- 
toba flours, but one or two mills were 
quoting as low as 25s 3d net, c.i.f. Bel- 
fast, and 25s 6d, Dublin, for good export 
patents, and some few lots were put 
through at these figures. Spot prices are 
lower, 27s 6d having been accepted ex- 
quay for flour out of recent arrivals, and 
more could be had at the same figure. 

Manitoba flours have been very cheap 
all week. Popular brands of well-known 
standard make have not come down be- 
low 27s net c.i.f., either port, but very 
good flour in outside brands has been 
offering as low as 25@26s net, cif. 
Most of the consumers and exporters 
have some flour bought at more money. 
Arrivals have been heavy at Belfast, and 
spot flours could be easily bought at 27s 
6d ex-quay, and flour arriving at Dublin 
via Liverpool is being offered at 28s with- 
out finding buyers. 

In American soft winters there is very 
little doing, as most of the flours are 
completely out of range. 


HOLLAND, DEC. 16 


There has been no improvement in the 
Dutch flour markets since last week. 
Trade in both foreign and home-milled 
flours is dragging. Prices, however, are 
unchanged. The demand is very poor 
and merchants, being well supplied, do 
not entertain further purchases. ‘They 
first want to get rid of part of their 
rather heavy stocks. 

Arrivals of Kansas flour have been 
fairly heavy lately, but a few cars of 
Kansas first patent were sold at 12%fl 
cif. For spring wheat patent 4%4fl more 
money is asked, while the price of clear 
flour is high compared with that asked 
for patent. 

American millers’ quotations are. 
spring wheat, first patent, 13fl; spring 
wheat, straight, 1244fl; spring wheat, 
first clear, 12fi; Kansas first patent, 
12%,fl; Kansas straight, 12f1. 

Belgian flour is too dear at present, 
114%@11%,fl cif. being asked. German 
patent is better value, selling at 1214fl 
c.i.f. Home millers are selling their in- 
land 0 at 12@1214fl per 100 kilos, de- 
livered terms. 


IMPORTS INTO HOLLAND 


The total imports of American flour 
into Holland during November amounted 
to 173,000 bags of 50 kilos. 
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Wasuinoeton, D. C., Dec. 30.—All in- 
dications point to protracted diplomatic 
negotiations between this government 
and Germany over the course to be pur- 
sued by the United States in dealing with 
the discriminations in the policy of Ger- 
many in granting favors to its export- 
ers of certain commodities which amount 
to the payment of export bounties. The 
latest time for the increased duties pro- 
posed to be imposed upon certain lines of 
German products entering the United 
States was fixed for Dec. 20. Negotia- 
tions at this writing are still pending 
over the question whether another exten- 
sion of time for these duties to go into 
effect shall be granted. 


A FAR-REACHING PROBLEM 


One feature of our customs policy 
which our exporters of breadstuffs, espe- 
cially manufactured mill products, have 
desired to see modified to meet changed 
and changing conditions is to give great- 
er encouragement to imports of raw ma- 
terials and greater facilities for export- 
ing finished products. That is precisely 
what ‘Germany has been doing, and her 
course in connection with her present 
tariff system has produced just the kind 
of discriminations our customs officials 
say would be complained of by other 
countries if made by this government. 


WHAT MAY BE A WISE COURSE NOW 


If it shall be determined in the revision 
of our tariff laws that the time has come 
when the United States may be a law 
unto itself in dealing with foreign trade 
and domestic production, we shall not be 
going further than Germany has been 
striving to go in all her more recent 
policies of dealing with her foreign and 
domestic trade. 

Invariably it happens, in matters per- 
taining to imports of raw materials and 
encouragement of exports of finished 
products, that a policy which would be 
really advantageous to our producers 
might be regarded as_ discrimination 
against some line of the trade of another 
country. Yet that is precisely what coun- 
tries are forced to do, if they are to 
conserve their own interests and safe- 
guard their trade and industry. Ger- 
many has gone further along these lines 
of indirect protection and encouragement 
to domestic manufacture and exporta- 
tion than any other country in the world. 
Her increasing export business is be- 
lieved to have justified the policies she 
has pursued. She is a moderately pro- 
tective country along many lines, so far 
as customs duty exactions are concerned, 
but she gives to her manufacturers in- 
direct protection and encouragement to 
find access to neutral foreign markets, in 
ways not yet attempted by any of her 
competing rivals. . 

In the opinion of some of our leaders 
in Congress the time has come for the 
United States to take advanced ground 
in these matters. The policy of protec- 
tion has contributed, it is alleged, very 
much toward encouraging the establish- 
ment of great manufacturing industries 
in the United States, and many of those 
industries now have capacities far in 


excess of the domestic demand. This 
especially is true of all industries in this 
country engaged in lines of production 
from raw materials of which we are an 
exporting nation. While we export large 
quantities of grain, foreign mills, having 
the advantage of securing cheaper grain 
from countries other than the United 
States, obtain an advantage in neutral 
markets. over the miller in the United 
States, who must buy the domestic grain 
at the prevailing high prices, or dutiable 
grain, if it shall be imported. 
that the domestic miller is placed upon 
a footing of inequality with the foreign 
miller. . Dismissing the natural disad- 
vantages of our system, which has grown 
up amidst protective duties imposed upon 
grain even when we were much larger 
proportionate exporters of these raw 
products than we are today, it comes to 
be an open question whether it would not 
be very much better to give our manufac- 
turers of breadstuffs the advantage of 
cheaper raw materials, for the export 
trade in finished products; at least, we 
recognize the fact that in the long run 
the domestic buyer of the finished prod- 
ucts will reap additional advantages in 
lower prices which would result from 
larger facilities of manufacture and 
greater aggregate business. Surely, it 
cannot be conceived that the situation 
would then be less advantageous to the 
domestic buyer of mill products than 
now when production, and domestic as 
well as the export trade, operate under 
the protective system entirely and with 
no possibility whatever of the mills of 
this country increasing their capacity 


‘and cheapening their cost of production, 


either through the means of cheaper raw 
materials or increased export business. 

Germany has been through many bat- 
tles in recent years between her agrarian 
population and the millowners and ex- 
porters of finished products. Her pres- 
ent course in dealing with exports of fin- 
ished products involves continuing pro- 
tective duties, or what are intended to be 
protective duties on raw materials, and 
encouraging exports of finished products. 
The manner in which Germany has at- 
tempted to carry out this policy has pro- 
duced the complaints from this and other 
governments about German. discrimina- 
tions. This may, in the end, result in 
other countries adopting like plans for 
aiding their domestic production and ex- 
port business. In that event, what be- 
comes of universal application ceases to 
be discrimination. The question is, 
Would the United States lose by adopt- 
ing such general policy and stop com- 
plaining about other countries doing like- 
wise ? 





Pending Trade-Marks 

The following trade-marks have been 
passed for publication by the United 
States Patent Office: 

Serial No. 17,915. The words Palace 
Queen. Owner, Millstadt (Tll.) Milling 
Co. Used on wheat flour. 

Serial No. 66,846. The word Mondako. 
Owner, Fisher Flouring Mills Co., Seattle, 
Wash. Used on wheat flour. 

Serial No. 66,847. The word Aldako. 


Thus it is’ 


Owner, Fisher Flouring Mills Co., Seattle, 
Wash. Used on wheat flour. 

Serial No. 66,859. The word Dainty. 
Owner, Valier & Spies Milling Co., St. 
Louis, Mo. Used on wheat flour. 

Serial No. 66,861. The word Valier’s. 
Owner, Valier & Spies Milling Co., St. 
Louis, Mo. Used on wheat flour. 

Serial No. 66,864. The word Husler’s. 
Owner, The Husler Milling & Elevator 
Co., Salt Lake City, Utah. Used on 
wheat flour and a breakfast cereal com- 
pound of wheat germs. 


Marfield Grain Co., Minneapolis: Looks 
as though the Minneapolis market was 
gradually getting rid of its burden. Chi- 
cago was reported a buyer of cash wheat 
in Duluth, to be shipped at the opening 
of lakes. It would not be surprising if 
the Northwest should wake some day and 
find that its surplus had been well taken 
care of. 











Special Notices 


The rate for advertisements in this depart- 
ment is 20 cents per line (seven words to the 
line); minimum charge, $1. 

For the benefit of those out of a position, 
advertisements of Situations Wanted will be 
accepted at one-half the above rate, 10 cents 
per line (seven words to the line); minimum 
charge, 50 cents. 

“Display” advertisements will not be in- 
serted at the line rate, but will be charged 
at $3 per column inch. 

Only advertisements entitled to Special 
Notice classification will be accepted for pub- 
lication herein, 

Advertisements under this heading are 
transient and the advertisers’ responsibility 
is not necessarily vouched for by the North- 
western Miller, 

Copy for advertisements in this depart- 
ment must reach us by Saturday to appear 
in the issue of the following Wednesday. 

Cash should accompany all orders. 











HELP WANTED 








MILLER FOR COMPLETE 125-BBL MILL, 
well located; must be in position to take 
some stock in an incorporated company 
now forming. -For particulars address 
2728, care Northwestern Miller, Minne- 
apolis. 





AS SECOND MILLER IN LARGE MILL; 
can come at once; 
age 32, married; 
state salary and 
Address 2730, 
Minneapolis. 


can do millwrighting; 
capacity in first letter. 
care Northwestern Miller, 








SITUATIONS WANTED 








AS HEAD MILLER IN PLANSIFTER MILL 
75-150 bbls; good judge of wheat and fa- 
miliar with the exchange business; can 
furnish best of references. Address 2701, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





AS HEAD MILLER IN MILL 150 BBLS, 
any system; best of habits; 10 years’ ex- 
perience; guarantee results; can furnish 
reference; married; good millwright; have 
tools; state salary and capacity. Address 
2731, care Northwestern Miller, Minne- 
apolis. 





AS MANAGER OR TRAVELLING SALES- 
man; strictly temperate; 20 years’ experi- 
ence; American born; married; wife and 
young son; can furnish satisfactory refer- 
ences; at present employed; would require 
30 days’ notice before taking up new work; 
can make a reasonable proposition make 
money. Address 2715, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 








MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 








FOR SALE—CONTROLLING INTEREST 
in a new mill and elevator in central Mon- 
tana; good chance for an _ experienced 
man, Address 2729, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 





FOR SALE—FLOUR 
wheat country; easy haul; capacity 100 
bbis; steam power; two railroads; good 
market; liberal terms, part purchase price 
in flour. Address T. H. Pridham, Cho- 
teau, Mont. 


MILL IN: GOOD 


January 1, 1913 


FOR SALE—ONE OF THE BEST 125-BBL 
mills in Ohio; equipment complete, includ- 
ing sifters and all machinery required to 
do the best of work; power furnished by 
a new gas engine, at a cost not exceeding 
$2 per day of 12 hours; good grain busi- 
ness in connection; best of reasons for 
selling. For particulars address 2727, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 








MISCELLANEOUS 








FOR SALE—ONE 16x32x42 ALLIS-CHAL- 
mers tandem compound Corliss engine, 
suitable for flour mill; in first-class condi- 
tion; wilt sell cheap. Address Harry 
Rankin & Co., Kansas City, Mo. 





GREAT BARGAINS ON THE FOLLOWING 
second-hand wheat heaters and steamers: 
32 No. 3 Victor wheat heaters, 8 No. 3 
adjustable Beall steamers, 3 No. 3 auto- 
matic Beall steamers; guaranteed good as 
new. Address Willford Mfg. Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 





LEGAL NOTICE. RECEIVER’S SALE OF 
Real Estate. The Merchants National 
Bank of Massillon, Ohio, Plaintiff, vs. The 
Dalton Milling Company. In the Court 
of Common Pleas, Wayne County, Ohio. 
No. 24117. Notice is hereby given that by 
virtue of an order by the Court of Common 
Pleas of Wayne County, Ohio, made on 
the 4th day of December, A, D. 1912, I 
will offer for sale at Public Auction on 
‘rhursday, the 2nd day of January, 1913, at 
1 o’clock P. M., at the premises in Dalton, 
Wayne County, Ohio, the following de- 
scribed real estate and other property situ- 
ated in the village of Dalton, Wayne Coun- 
ty, Ohio, and known as Lots Nos, 210, 211 
and 212 in R. B. Wertz addition to the 
village of Dalton, on which the flouring 
mill is located, and includes the warehouse 
and all machinery in the mill building, 
mill warehouse, boiler and engine room, 
appraised at $10,000.00. No bid for less 
than five thousand ($5,000.00) Dollars will 
be accepted. Terms one-half cash, one- 
fourth in one year, one-fourth in two 
years, with interest and deferred payment 
secured by mortgage on the premises and 
insurance. Sale subject to confirmation by 
the Common Pleas Court. 8S, A. Conrad, 
Receiver. Frank Taggart, Atty. for Re- 
ceiver. 





ten years’ experience; © 


MONITOR DUST COLLECTOR 
Simplifies and lessens cost of collecting dust. 


HUNTLEY MFG. CO., Silver Creek, N.Y, 








PAUL & PAUL 


Patent Attorneys and Solicitors 


Patents Procured and Trade-Marks 
Registered in all countries 


854 Security Bank Bldg., Minneapolis 








Public Appraisers 


We make a specialty of appraising 
Flour Mills 


COATS & BURCHARD CO. 
National Life Building CHICAGO, ILL. 








Willford Manufacturing Co. 


Flour Mill Builders 
and Furnishers 


303 South Third Street, MINNEAPOLIS 
N. W. Agents for Barnard & Leas Mfg. Co. 

















TO OUR BUSINESS FRIENDS AT HOME AND ABROAD 


and OUR AGENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES 


who have been our assistants for the past twenty or more years, we desire 
to express sincerest wishes for 


A Merry Christmas and A Wery Happy and Prosperous New Wear. 


H. WEHMANN & CO. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 




















